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Введение 
Данное пособие имеет своей целью развитие навыков разных видов чтения с выходом в  монологическую устную и письменную речь, а также ведения дискуссии.
Пособие состоит из 8 частей, включающих словарь и комментарии к нему, текст, предтекстовые и послетекстовые упражнения. Приведенные тексты направлены на повышение уровня экономического образования студентов. Предлагаемые лексико-грамматические упражнения, вопросы проблемного характера и задания для дискуссий помогут студентам более успешно овладеть темой.
Данное пособие предназначено для студентов экономического факультета, но может быть использовано и на занятиях со студентами других специальностей.

UNIT 1
THE BELARUSIAN ECONOMY 
Pre-reading activities
1. a) Pronounce the following correlative words.
Circulate – circulation, contaminate – contamination, transport – trans​portation, possess – possession – possessive, liable – liability, secure – security – securities, fertile – fertility – fertilizer, change – exchange, farm – farmer – farming, expensive – inexpensive, region – regional – interregional, machine – machinery, rely – reliance – reliant, travel – traveller – travelling;
b) Pronounce the following geographic names.
Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Baltic, Belarus, Berlin, Canada, China, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kiev, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Moldova, Moscow, New Zealand, Poland, Russia, St. Petersburg, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, the United States, Uzbekistan, Warsaw.
Vocabulary
Make sure you know the following words and expressions before reading the text below:
grains – хлебные злаки 
heavy machinery – тяжелое машиностроение 
heavy-duty truck – сверхмощный грузовой автомобиль 
hog – свинья
in short supply – дефицитный 
incentive  – стимул
instrument making – приборостроение 
joint-stock company – акционерное общество 
large-capacity dump truck – крупнотоннажный самосвал 
limestone – известняк
limited-liability company – компания с ограниченной имущественной   ответственностью
livestock breeding – племенное животноводство 
livestock farming – животноводство
lowland – низина, долина
machine building – машиностроение
marsh – болото
meadow – луг
merger – слияние, объединение 
merchandise – товары
metal-cutting tool – металлорежущий станок 
mining – горное дело
miscellaneous [misileinj  s] – разнообразный
mulch – мульчировать
oats – овес
pasture – пастбище
peat – торф
petrochemicals – нефтехимические продукты
pipeline – трубопровод; нефтепровод
plywood – фанера
potash – поташ, углекислый калий
potassium – калий
pursuit – профессия
raise – выращивать (растения)
reclaim – осушать
recover – извлекать
rolled – листовой, прокатный
rye – рожь
securities – ценные бумаги 
sheep – овца; баран 
sidewalk – тротуар 
soda ash – сода
stock exchange – фондовая биржа 
strike out – сражаться
subway system – подземная железная дорога, метро
sugar beet – сахарная свекла
sunflower – подсолнечник
synthetic resin – синтетическая пластмасса
swamp – болото
timber processing – деревообработка 
underpaid (adj.) – низкооплачиваемый 
upland – гористая часть страны 
wheat – пшеница
wood products – изделия из дерева
Discussion
Answer these questions before you read the text below.
1. Where is Belarus situated?
2. What are the country's main regions?
3. What are the two official languages of Belarus?
4. When did Belarus proclaim its independence?
5. Who is the country's president at the moment?
6. Who is the head of the government in Belarus nowadays?
7. What is the most highly developed sector of the Belarusian economy?
8. What are the main leading agricultural products in Belarus?
9. What nations are main trading partners of Belarus?
10. Why did the government enact reforms?
11. What are the major problems facing Belarus today?
READING ACTIVITIES 
Reading
Scan the following text first and then read it in more depth. Consult Commentary at the end of the text.
Belarus is a country in eastern Europe. Minsk is the capital and largest city.
Population. Belarus has about 9,5 million people. With an average of 46 persons per square kilometer, it is one of the most densely populated of the former Soviet republics. Minsk has a population of about 2 million people. Belarus has a well-developed economy. In 2013 gross domestic product (GDP) of Belarus was about $63,27 billion.
Approximately 5.3 million people contribute to the economy of Belarus. Of this total, 42 percent are employed in industry; 21 percent in agriculture and forestry; 17 percent in culture, education, and health services; 7 percent in trade; 7 percent in transportation, and 6 percent miscellaneous pursuits. Unemployment is officially estimated at 2.1 percent.
Natural Resources. Belarus is relatively poor in terms of natural resources. The country has small reserves of petroleum and natural gas.
In the south-west there are small reserves of hard coal, brown coal, and petroleum, but they are not easily accessible and remain undeveloped. About one-third of the republic is covered in forest.
Belarus does possess, however, one of the world's largest reserves of potassium salts – discovered in 1949 south of Minsk and exploited from the 1960s around the new mining town and fertilizer-manufacturing centre of Soligorsk.
The country also is a world leader in the production of peat, which is especially abundant in the Pripyat Marshes. Peat is used as a mulching material in agriculture.
Among the other minerals recovered are salt, building materials, chiefly limestone and, near Grodno, quartz sands for glassmaking, both used locally; and small deposits of gold and diamonds.
Belarus is heavily reliant on oil and gas supplies from Russia. These fuel  imports reach Belarus via two major pipelines: the Friendship Pipeline carrying oil, and the Natural Lights Pipeline carrying natural gas. Belarus remains dependent on Russia for most of its energy and fossil-fuel requirements.
Energy. Belarus generates only about 16 percent of its own energy needs. Nearly all electricity is generated at thermal power stations using piped oil and natural gas; however, there is some local use of peat, and there are a number of low-capacity hydroelectric power plants.
Industry. Belarus is a highly developed industrial country. The main industries include machine building, instrument making, chemicals, timber processing, textile and clothing manufacture, and food processing.
Manufacturing contributes most of the country's industrial output. The country is known for its heavy-duty trucks, transport vehicles, and tractors. Belarus also manufactures computers, engineering equipment, metal-cutting tools, and such consumer goods as clocks and watches, motorcycles, bicy​cles, refrigerators, radios, television sets and others. 
 Heavy industry is the most highly developed sector of the economy. Machine-building industry is mostly concentrated in Minsk. It makes various types of tractors, heavy-duty trucks, other heavy machinery and electrical equipment. Minsk's satellite town, Zhodzino, produces large- capacity dump trucks.
Chemical industry produces chemical fibers, mineral fertilizers, petro​chemicals, plastics, soda ash, and synthetic resins. The chief chemical product is potassium fertilizer.
The Minsk area is Belarus’ leading manufacturing centre. Its factories produce chemicals, electrical equipment, electronics, motor vehicles, processed foods, and textiles.
Agriculture. Agriculture accounts for about a seventh of Belarus' economic output. Belarus has a large amount of farmland. But a short growing season and a lack of fertile soil make farming difficult. Considerable areas of the swampy lowlands have been drained since the late 19th century.
Most of the country has mixed crop and livestock farming, with a strong emphasis on flax growing. The country's principal crops are potatoes, grains (especially wheat, barley, oats and rye), flax, fruits, sunflowers, vegetables, and sugar beets. The 1986 explosion at the Chernobyl' nuclear power station in Ukraine contaminated much of the soil in southern Belarus, reducing the country's total area of arable land by more than 10 percent. Livestock breeding is another main component of agriculture. Cattle, hogs, and sheep are the most important livestock raised in the country.
Finance. Independent Belarus restructured its banking system into a system consisting of the National Bank of Belarus and a number of commercial banks, most of which are either joint-stock or limited-liability companies. A securities market and stock exchange were also established. The republic introduced its own currency, the Belarusian ruble, in 1994.
Foreign Trade. Belarus proper1 consumes only 17% of the goods produced. A great amount of goods produced by Belarusian industries and agriculture is oriented towards the CIS countries' markets. Russia, Poland and Ukraine remain the republic's main trading partners, with trade increasing with Germany and Italy. Belarus also conducts trade with Austria, China, Great Britain, Lithuania, Switzerland, the United States and other countries.
Belarus exports transport equipment (mainly tractors and trucks), ma​chinery, refrigerators, television sets, chemicals, potassium fertilizers, energy products, wood and paper products, and meat and dairy products. The major exports include tractors to Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United States and many other countries.
The nation's major imports include petroleum, natural gas, industrial raw materials, textiles, rolled metal, rubber, paint, sugar, and some consumer goods. Fuel is Belarus' largest import expenditure. Russia, which supplies most of the country's fuel imports, is the most important trading partner.
Transportation. Belarus has an extensive transportation system, including railroad and highway networks. Airplanes are Belarus' most important means of long-distance travel. The largest international airport is Minsk-2, located about 50 km east of its capital. Belavia is a Belarus' national airline. The country's railway network headed by major interregional railways crisscross the country: east-west between Berlin, Warsaw, and Moscow; north-south between St. Petersburg and Kiev; and northwest-southeast between the Baltic countries and Ukraine. Rivers and the Dnieper-Bug Canal also serve as transportation routes. The Dnieper-Bug Canal and other canals improve water transportation by linking many of the rivers with ports on the Baltic and Black Seas. Public transportation is modem and inexpensive, but crowded. Buses, trams, and trolley-buses operate in the cities. Minsk has a clean, efficient subway system. The use of automobiles is increasing, but it remains small in comparison with other developed nations.
1. сама Беларусь
Commentary
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
Initially formed as a new commonwealth of Slav republics on December 8, 1991, by the presidents of the Russian Federation, Belarus, and Ukraine. On December 21, eight of the nine remaining non-Slav republics — Moldova, Tajikistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan – joined the CIS at a meeting held in Kazakhstan's capital, Alma-Ata (now Astana). The CIS formally came into existence in January 1992 when President Gorbachev resigned. Georgia joined in 1994. Its headquarters are in Minsk, Belarus.
The main objectives in founding the Commonwealth were to ensure that some measure of cooperation continued in economic, financial, and monetary matters in order to avert a collapse in interrepublican trade and to coordinate price liberalization and market reform; to maintain some degree of coordination in foreign (and especially military) policy, and in such areas as transportation and communications; and to ensure recognition of borders and thus prevent interrepublican conflicts.
Key-term review
Review the following terms.
Joint-stock company – a business enterprise characterized by its separate legal existence and the sharing of ownership between shareholders, whose liability is limited.
Stock exchange – a highly organized market facilitating the purchase and sale of securities and operated by professional stockholders and market makers according to fixed rules; a place where securities are regularly traded.
Post-reading activities
1.1. Guess the word. Match the words listed below with the defini​tions that follow.
a) supermarket
e) security
b) expenditure
f) exports
c) workforce

g) partner
d) inflation

h) output
1. Something expended, such as time or money.
2. Goods (visible exports) or services (invisible exports) sold to a fo- reign country or countries.
3. A progressive increase in the general level of prices brought about by an expansion in demand of the money supply or by autonomous increases in costs.
4. The act of production or manufacture.
5. An ally or companion.
6. A certificate of creditorship or property carrying the right to receive interest or dividend, such as shares or bonds.
7. A large self-service store retailing food and household supplies.
8. The total number of workers employed by a company on a specific job, project, etc.
1.2. Synonyms. Group the following words into six synonymous groups.
	1. equipment 

2. extensive

3. machinery

4. marsh
	5. miscellaneous 

6. need 

7. occupation 

8. requirement
	9. pursuit
10. swamp

11. various

12. vast


1.3. Antonyms. Group the words that follow into six antonymous groups.
	1. borrow

2. cheap

3. expensive

4. loan
	5. long 

6. poor 

7. private

8. public
	9. rich

10. short

11. discharge

12. hire 


1.4. Grammar revision.
The most important information in a sentence usually comes first. We use the passive voice to change the order of the information in a sentence. A verb is in the passive voice when the subject receives the action.
Our flag is admired by many people.
John was given a book by the teacher.
A passive construction is a combination of a form of the verb to be with the Past Participle of another verb.
Make the verbs in the following sentences passive.
1. Belarus manufactures computers, engineering equipment, metal- cutting tools.
2. Thermal power stations generate nearly all electricity.
3. Machine-building industry makes various types of tractors, heavy duty trucks and electrical equipment.
4. Agriculture uses peat as a mulching material.
5. Belarus generates only about 12 per cent of its own energy needs.
6. Forests cover about one-third of the republic.
7. Belarus established a securities market and stock exchange.
8. Minsk's satellite town, Zhodzino, produces large-capacity dump trucks.
9. Belarus conducts trade with Austria, China, Great Britain, the United States and other countries.
10. The 1986 explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear power station in Ukraine contaminated much of the soil in southern Belarus.
1.5. Complete the sentences with the appropriate terms from the list below.
a) forest reserves

e) industrial production
b) farming


f) small businesses
c) trading partner

g) potassium salts
d) industrial output

h) monetary systems
1. Minerals are used in modern ... .
2. The country has large ... .
3. Belarus possesses one of the world’s largest reserves of … .
4. Manufacturing contributes most of the country’s ... .
5. In 1994 Belarus and Russia agreed to the eventual merger of their ... .
6. A short growing season and a lack of fertile soil make ... difficult.
7. Russia, which supplies most of the country’s fuel imports, is the most important.:. .
1.6. Fill in the blanks. Read the following passage and fill in the gaps using the following prepositions: by, in, on, with, for, of, to.
The social orientation __ an economic system is determined___ the predominant ownership type, which affects the nature of production and the interest ___ the owners. All digressions from a classical economic devel​opment model require additional involvement, especially___ the sphere __ distribution. However, state and societal regulation has some limits, which depend ___ the nature and state ___ the economy. Therefore, the social orientation ___ the economy has to do___ ownership, methods and approaches ___ management and the role of the state. A socially oriented market economy should combine the socio-economic development of a society with an adequate development of the legal and political system. It should allow ___ a combination of private and government ownership, the sectors that are regulated __ the market and those that are not.
1.7. Answer these questions.
1. What is the level of unemployment in Belarus?
2. Is Belarus a highly developed industrial country?
3. Is Belarus rich in natural resources?
4. Does Belarus have most of the minerals used in modern industrial production?
5. What are the nation’s major exports?
6. What is the gross domestic product of Belarus?
7. How did the explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear power station influ​ence the development of agriculture?
8. What is the share of agriculture in Belarus economic output?
9. What factors make farming difficult in the country?
10. Does Belarus generate enough energy to satisfy its own energy needs?
11. When did the Republic introduce its own currency?
1.8. Writing. Write an essay on the following topic: “The Republic of Belarus in the 21st century: problems and prospects”.
Unit 2
The GERMAN ECONOMY
Vocabulary

Make sure you know the following words and expressions before reading the text below:

lignite – лигнит
beneficiary – бенефициарий 
trade fair – торговая ярмарка 
cable – кабель; трос, канат
oil rig – нефтяная вышка
to peter – иссякать 

pit – шахта
dyke (dike) – дамба; ров, канава
beforehand – заранее
Reading Activities
Reading
Scan the following text first and then read it in more depth.

Germany is the largest national economy in Europe, the fourth-largest by nominal GDP in the world. Germany is the world's second largest exporter with $1,408 trillion exported in 2011 (Eurozone countries are included). Exports account for more than one-third of national output. The population is 81,89 million people.
Natural Resources. Germany is relatively poor in raw materials. Only lignite and potash salt are available in economically significant quantities. Power plants burning lignite are one of the main sources of electricity in Germany. Oil, natural gas and other resources are imported from other countries. Germany imports about two thirds of its energy.

The service sector contributes around 70% of the total GDP, industry 29.1%, and agriculture 0.9%. Most of the country's products are in engineering, especially in automobiles, machinery, metals, and chemical goods. Germany is the leading producer of wind turbines and solar power technology in the world. The largest annual international trade fairs and congresses are held in several German cities such as Hanover, Frankfurt, and Berlin. Famous large German companies include: Robert Bosch, Thyssen Krupp, and MAN (diversified industrials); Bayer and Merck (pharmaceuticals); Adidas and Puma (clothing and footwear); Commerzbank and Deutsche Bank (banking and finance); Aldi, Lidl and Edeka (retail). Well-known global brands are Mercedes Benz , BMW, Adidas, Audi, Porsche, Volkswagen, Bayer.

Agriculture. The German farming industry has many different sides: farmers produce healthy, diverse foods and manage a rich cultivated landscape between dykes and the Alps, between the Elohes Venn and Oderbruch (Oder swamp). In the face of a growing global population and the limited sources of fossil fuels, food supply and energy recovery from renewable resources take on increasing importance.

The German farming industry is a modern economic sector which, at the same time, is aware of its traditions. Around 1.25 million part-time or full-time workers produce goods worth approximately Euro 40 billion on 370,000 farms.

Furthermore, the farming industry provides additional services for society, nature and the environment. 
Mining. Cable producers from all over the world have their products tested in Germany. A special testing center in Bochum performs thorough checks on cables for bridges, oil rigs, and even the London Eye.

The German coal mining sector is petering out, with the last pits due to be closed by 2018. But the country's superb technical mining expertise will allow its services to stay at a global premium.

Manufacturing. Germany is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of steel, with production concentrated in the Ruhr region; however, since the peak output of the early 1970s, a number of plants have closed. Germany’s principal industries include machine building, automobiles, electrical engineering and electronics, chemicals, and food processing. Automobile manufacturing is concentrated in Baden-Wiirttemberg, Lower Saxony, Hessen, North Rhine- Westphalia, Bavaria, the Saarland, and Thuringia. Leading automobile manufacturers in Germany include Audi, BMW, Daimler Chrysler (formerly Daimler-Benz), Ford, Opel, and Volkswagen. Shipbuilding, once a major industry, has declined significantly.

Since the late 19th century Germany has been a world leader in the manufacture of electrical equipment. As the home of internationally known firms such as Siemens, AEG, Telefunken, and Osram, Berlin was the industry’s principal centre until World War II, after which production was largely transferred to Nurnberg-Erlangen, Munich, Stuttgart, and other cities in southern Germany. The output of these centers made Germany one of the world’s leading exporters of electrical and electronic equipment.

In East Germany electrical and electronic production was concentrated in East Berlin, with Dresden forming a second important centre. The country was a major supplier of equipment (e.g., computer-controlled robots) to the communist world. Although eastern German plants were outdated in comparison with those in the west, both Dresden and Erfurt achieved some success in developing microelectronics production following unification.

With the discovery of synthetic dye stuffs in the late 19th century, Germany became a world leader in the chemical industry. 

Transportation. The public transportation system of Germany is very efficient and highly developed. With a top speed of 180 mph the Inter City Express (ICE) trains bring you fast and safe to many destinations. Unlike the US or Canada, you can really get anywhere by train, bus or subway.

For many travellers, the train is the first choice of transportation. If you plan to do so as well, make sure to get a ticket beforehand. There are special deals for foreigners and you will also save a lot of time because you do not have to get a new ticket all the time.

Another possibility for travelling through Germany is taking the plane.

There are many airports across the whole country and it is the fastest and most relaxing public transportation from one city to another. However, as probably anywhere in the world it is a rather expensive way of public transportation in Germany too.

Post-reading activities

2.1. International words. Read and translate the following international words.
National, nominal, industrialization, industrial capitalism, economy, import, electricity, exporter, natural gas, modern, sector, service, global, center, public.
2.2. Find in the text English equivalents.
Сырьё, торговые ярмарки, одежда и обувь, возобновляемые источники, окружающая среда, ведущий производитель, машиностроение, химическая и пищевая промышленности, объединение, достигать, синтетические красители, высокоразвитый, место назначения, метро, заранее.
2.3. Complete the following  sentences with the appropriate terms from the list below.

1. The country was a major … of equipment to the communist world.

2. The German … is a modern economic sector.

3. Germany is one of the world’s leading … of steel.

4. The public … system of Germany is very efficient and highly developed.

5. Cable … from all over the world have their products tested in Germany.

6. Power plants burning lignite are one of the main … of electricity in Germany. 
7. The … of these centers made Germany one of the world’s leading exporters of electrical and electronic equipment.
Output, transportation, farming industry, manufacturers, suppliers, sources, major.

2.4. True or false. Do you think the following statements are true or false? Discuss your answers in pairs.
1. Germany’s exports account for more than one-fourth of national output.

2. Germany is rather rich in raw materials.

3. Since the late 19th century Germany became a world leader in the light industry.

4. Travelling by train is the most expensive way of public transportation.

5. Less than a million part-time or full-time workers are employed in agriculture.

6. A special testing center in Dresden performs thorough checks on cables  for bridges, oil rigs and even the London Eye.
2.5. Answer the following questions.

1. Is Germany rich in mineral resources?

2. What does Germany’s export account for?

3. What are the main goods produced in Germany?

4. Can you name the most famous German companies?

5. How many workers are employed in agriculture?

6. What are the principle Germany’s industries?

7. What are the main means of transport in Germany?
UNIT 3

 THE FRENCH ECONOMY 
Vocabulary
Make sure you know the following words and expressions before reading the text below:
the Eiffel Tower – Эйфелева башня
masterpiece – шедевр
landmark – веха (поворотный пункт)
Cathedral of Notre Dame – cобор Парижской Богоматери
prosperous – процветающий
standard of living – жизненный уровень
sweeping – радикальный
steel – сталь
defence – оборона
utility – коммунальные услуги
to rank – классифицировать, причислять
sophisticated – сложный
ore – руда
lumber – пиломатериалы 
pulp – бумажная масса 
fiber – волокно 
value – важность, ценность
petroleum – нефть 
military – военный 
in terms of – с точки зрения 
income – доход, прибыль 
grapes – виноград 
rapeseed – семена рапса 
cauliflower – цветная капуста 
cork oak – пробковый дуб 
bauxite – боксит
short ton – короткая (малая) тонна (= 907,2 кг) 
metric ton – метрическая тонна
tidal – приливо-отливный; подверженный действию приливов
the European Community – Европейское cообщество
the Common Market – Общий рынок
mileage – расстояние в милях
Renault [r / n  : ] – “Рено”
Pre-reading activity
Pronounce the following words and geographic names.
Alsace [  ls  s] – Эльзас
Brittany [briteni] – Бретань
Normandy ['n  m  ndi] – Нормандия
Charles de Gaulle [  a:l de g I] – Шарль де Голль
Orly ['о :li] – аэропорт Орли
Louvre [ lu:v  ] – Лувр
Reading
Scan the following text first, then read it in more depth.
France is the largest country of Western Europe in area. It covers about 552,000 square kilometres. Paris, the capital and largest city of France, is one of the world’s great cities. For hundreds of years, Paris has been a world capital of art and learning. Many great artists have produced their finest masterpieces there. Every year, millions of tourists visit famous Paris landmarks as the Cathedral of Notre Dame, the Eiffel Tower, and the Lou​vre – one of the largest art museums in the world.
France is a prosperous nation and its people have a high standard of living. The prosperity resulted largely from sweeping economic changes that have been made since the 1940's. New methods of production and trade were developed through a series of national plans.
Most French businesses are privately owned. The government has owned all or part of some businesses, including banks steel companies, and Renault – the largest French automobile manufacturer. In 1993 a law was passed that allowed the sale of most in the government-owned businesses to private owners. The exceptions included the defense, utility and transportation and communication industries.
Natural Resources play an important part in France's prosperity. Fertile soils are the country's most important natural resource. Many of the dry areas of southern France have good soils for growing grapes.
France has major deposits of iron ore and bauxite (aluminum ore). Coal, petroleum, natural gas, and potash are also found. France has large areas of forests.
Community, government, and personal services form the most important type of service industry. It includes such economic activities as education and health care, government and the military and data processing.
Trade, hotels, and restaurants form the second most important type of service industry in terms of employment. Paris is a major world center for the wholesale trade of automobiles and chemicals.
Other service industries include finance, insurance and real estate, transportation and communication, and utilities.
Manufacturing. France ranks as one of the world’s leading manufac- turing nations. It is one the fourth largest producer of automobiles in the world, after Japan, the United States and Germany. France also makes railroad equipment. The country has developed the world's fastest trains.
France is a major manufacturer of sophisticated military and commercial airplanes. The country also produces aerospace equipment, electronic defense systems, and many kinds of weapons. France has a fast- growing commercial electronics industry that produces computers, radios, television sets and telephone equipment.
The chemical industry produces a variety of products, from industrial chemicals to medicines and cosmetics.
The French iron and steel industry uses imported iron ore as well as ore mined in France. Local and imported wood goes into the production of furniture, lumber, and pulp and paper. The famous French perfume industry, based in Paris, uses flowers that are grown in southeastern France.
France is a major producer of industrial machinery, and also ranks as a leader in designing new machines.
Cotton and silk textiles have long been important French products. Paris, the fashion capital of the world, produces much of the nation's clothing.
Food processing employs many French people. Famous French foods include breads, meats, fruit preserves, and especially wines and cheeses. France ranks as the world's second largest wine-producing country, after Italy.
Agriculture. France is Western Europe's largest agricultural producer and one of the world's leading exporters of farm products. About two-thirds of French farm income comes from meat and dairy animals. Much of the milk produced on dairy farms is used in making butter and cheese. French farmers have always raised some chickens and hogs, and large-scale production of these animals is expanding rapidly.
Crops grow on more than a third of France's land. Large farms in the north grow most of the wheat. Each region produces grapes that have their own special flavor. Grapes from southwestern France are used in brandy.
Potatoes, sugar beets and such livestock-feed crops as barley, corn, oats, and rapeseed are major crops. Other important crops grown in France include beans, carrots, cauliflower, cherries, flowers, peas, peaches, pears, sunflower seeds, and tomatoes.
Many forests have been planted in the Landes area of southwestern France for use by the pulp and paper industry. Cork oaks, pine trees and olives grow along the dry Mediterranean coast and on Corsica.
Mining. Iron ore is France's most important mineral deposit. Deposits of bauxite, from which aluminum is made, are found in southeastern France. Alsace has much potash, a substance used in making fertilizers.
French commercial fishing brings in a yearly catch of about 750,000 short tons (680,000 metric tons). Many fleets operate from Brittany and Normandy,
Energy Sources. Nuclear power plants provide more than half of France's electricity. France is a world leader in nuclear energy technology and in the production of nuclear fuels. Most of the rest of France's electric power is generated by coal-burning plants or by hydro-bioelectric power.
In 1966, the French government began operating the world's first tidal power plant. French tides are among the highest in the world and may reach a height of 13 metres.
Foreign Trade. France is one of the world's leading trading nations. The value of France’s imports is slightly higher than the value of its exports. The country's major imports are petroleum products. France’s major exports include chemical products, machinery, electrical equipment, and automobiles. France belongs to the European Community, also called the European Common Market. About half of France's trade is with .Common Market countries, chiefly Germany .
Transportation. Since the 1700’s France has had more road mileage in relation to its size than any other European country. Today, it has a fine highway system, including many multiline expressways.
Charles de Gaulle and Orly airports, both near Paris, rank among the world's busiest airports. Air France, an airline jointly owned by the French government and private investors, serves about 75 countries. Another air​line, Air Inter, provides service among the large cities of France.
Ships and barges operate on navigable rivers and canals throughout France. Northern and eastern France have well-developed canal systems. Oceangoing ships dock at many fine French seaports.
Post-reading activities
3.1. Find English equivalents in the text.
Процветающая нация, всесторонние изменения, ряд национальных планов, в частном владении, частные владельцы, обработка данных, с точки зрения, недвижимость, сложные военные самолеты, а также, фруктовые консервы, доход от сельского хозяйства, особый аромат, кормовые культуры, деревообрабатывающая промышленность, место​рождение минералов, атомные электростанции, важность, частные вкладчики.
3.2.True or false. Do you think the following statements are true or false? Discuss your answer in pairs.
1 . French nation is a wealthy one.
2. No changes have  been made in the French economy after World War II.
3. The French economy is based chiefly on small farms and business firms.
4. French agriculture is not efficient.
5. France is a world leader in agricultural production.
6. France has no natural deposits.
7. Service industries are especially important in France.
8. The French economy is mainly based on a government controlled system.
9. There are many automobile plants in France.
10. France has never faced problems in its economy.
3.3. Answer these questions.
1. What did the prosperity of France result from ?
2. How was the French economy modernized after World War II?
3. What kind of ownership prevails in France?
4. What businesses are government-owned?
5. What are the main economic activities in France?
6. What economic activities does service industry include?
7. What are major French manufactured goods?
8. Are French imports or exports more important for French economy?
9. What does France export?
10. What countries are the main trade partners of France?
11. Who invests money into French airlines?
12. In what way is the broadcasting system’s income provided?
13. What is the most important means of transportation in France?
3.4. Guess the word. Match the words listed below with the dictionary definitions that follow.
a) industry
e) commodity
b) exporter
f) production
c) income
g) service
d) enterprise
h) producer
1. The money or other gain received, esp. in a given period, by an indi​vidual corporation etc. for labour or service or from property investments, operations, etc.
2. An exchanged unit of economic wealth, esp. a primary product or raw material.
3. A job that an organization or business can do for you.
4. The process of manufacturing or growing smth. in large quantities or the amount of goods manufactured or grown.
5. A person or business enterprise that generates goods or services for sale.
6. Organized economic activity concerned with manufacture, extraction and processing of raw materials, or construction.
7. A country, firm, or person that sells and sends goods to another country.
8. A business unit: a company or firm.
3.5. Group the following words into six synonymous groups.
	1. quantity

2. cheap

3. purpose 

4. expand
	5. gross

6. enterprise

7. low-priced

8. broaden
	9. total

10. company

11. goal

12. amount


3.6. Group the words that follow into six antonymous groups.
	1. employer

2. employee

3. employment

4. high
	5. personal

6. export

7. import

8. low
	9. unemployment

10. public

11. producer

12. consumer


3.7. Complete the following sentences with the appropriate terms from the list below.
1 .
is the most developed sector of the economy of France.
2. The ____ has resulted largely from economic changes that have been made since 1940s.
3. Beef cattle, lambs and sheep are most important
raised in the country.
4 .
 play an important part in France’s prosperity.
5. The gross domestic product (GDP) is the total
 of goods and services produced within a country.
6. Most French businesses are privately 

.
7. Renault is the largest French car
.
8. France ranks as one of the world leading
nations.
a) service industry

e) owned
b) national resources

f) prosperity
c) farm animals

g) value
d) manufacturer

h) manufacturing
3.8. Fill in the blanks. Read the following passage and fill in the gaps using the following prepositions: to, over, of, before, by, on, in, for, after.
____World War II, the French economy was based chiefly____ small farms and business firms._____ the war, the French government worked to modernize the economy. In 1993, Conservatives gained control ____ the
Parliament. The sale of government-owned businesses was scheduled to begin ____late 1993. The Process was expected to continue
several years. Now ______ two-thirds of the workers are employed ____ service in​dustries. Service industries are especially important ___ the Paris area.
Paris is the world center ____ the wholesale trade ____ automobiles and chemicals. Retail trade, hotels and restaurants are greatly aided the large numbers ___ tourists that visit France.
UNIT 4

THE AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY

Vocabulary
Make sure you know the following words and expressions before reading the text below:
to rank – классифицироваться
to refer – относиться
      hemisphere – полушарие
      platypus – утконос
wombat – вомбат (семейство млекопитающих, отряд сумчатых)

manufactured goods – промышленные товары 
to be handicapped by – испытывать затруднения с ...

to borrow – брать в долг, заимствовать

to be indebted to smb.– быть в долгу у кого-либо
to irrigate – орошать
investor – вкладчик
calf (pi. calves) – теленок
sugar cane – сахарный тростник

wool – шерсть

lamb – ягненок

site – участок

mining – горная промышленность

miner – шахтер

diamond – алмаз

lead – свинец

copper – медь

tungsten – вольфрам

zircon [‘  к  п] – циркон

opal [ up  l] – опал

household articles – предметы домашнего обихода

household appliances – бытовая техника

to meet the needs – удовлетворять потребности

assembly – сборка, монтаж

light manufacturing – легкая промышленность
eucalyptus [juk  lipt  s] – эвкалипт
profitable – прибыльный, рентабельный
shellfish – моллюск
abalone – морское ушко
oyster – устрица
shrimp – креветка
      scallop – гребешок (моллюск)

fleet – флот
mullet – кефаль
salmon – лосось
tuna [tjun  ] – тунец

to aid – содействовать, помогать

obstacle – препятствие, помеха

costly – дорогой

overseas – заморский, заграничный 
customer – покупатель 
earnings – прибыль

outback – малозаселенный район (австрал.)

unpaved – незаасфальтированный

domestic – внутренний

airline – авиалиния

down under – на другом конце света

Pre-reading activity
What do you know about Australia?

a) Write down everything that you know about Australia;

b) Compare your ideas with a partner;

c) Read the text and check your ideas.
Reading.
Scan the following text first, then read it in more depth.

Australia is the only country that is also a continent. In area, it ranks as the sixth largest country and smallest continent. It is often referred to as being ‘down under’ because it lies entirely within the Southern Hemisphere. The name Australia comes from the Latin word australias, meaning southern. The country’s official name is the Commonwealth of Australia.

Australia is a dry, thinly populated land. It is famous for its vast open spaces, bright sunshine, enormous numbers of sheep and cattle, and unusual wildlife. Kangaroos, koalas, platypuses, and wombats are only a few of the many unusual animals that live in Australia.

Australia is one of the world's rich developed countries. Most developed countries have become rich through the production and export of manufactured goods. Australia's wealth, however, has come chiefly from farming and mining. 
By selling farm products and minerals abroad, Australia earns the export income. Thus, Australia's agricultural and mineral exports benefit the economy as a whole and enable many Australians to have a high standard of living.

      Australia has traditionally been handicapped by a lack of capital. any mining companies, factories, and other businesses in Australia are owned or controlled by American, British, Japanese, and other foreign investors.

Agriculture. Australia's farms are highly mechanized and thus require a minimum of human labour. Only about 5 per cent of the country's workers are farmers. But they produce nearly all the food the people need.

Farmland covers about 65 per cent of Australia. Crops are grown on only about 5 per cent of the farmland. About 10 per cent of the cropland is irrigated.

Australia's leading farm products by far are cattle and calves, wheat, and wool, followed by dairy products, fruits, and sugar cane. Australia is the world's largest producer and exporter of wool and a leading producer and exporter of beef, sugar, and wheat. The country's other major farm products include barley, chickens and eggs, oats, rice, potatoes, sheep and lambs, vegetables, and cotton.

Mining. Australia has rich mineral resources. Rut many of the deposits lie in the dry areas, far from major settlements. Such deposits are extremely expensive to mine. Foreign investors own or control about half of the mining industry.

Australia has become one of the world's major mining countries. It ranks first in the production of bauxite, diamonds and lead, and is a leading producer of coal, copper, gold, iron ore, manganese, nickel, silver, in titanium, tungsten zinc, and zircon. Nearly all the work s high-quality opals are mined in Australia.

Manufacturing. Unlike most other developed countries, Australia imports more manufactured goods than it exports. Australian factories produce many of the consumer goods, such as processed foods and household articles, that the people require. 
Most of Australia's factories specialize in assembly work and light manufacturing. Many plants process farm products or minerals for export. The leading manufactured products are processed foods, metals, including iron and steel, transportation equipment, including automobiles, paper, chemicals, textiles, clothing, and shoes, and household appliances. 

Forestry and Fishing. Forests cover about 6 per cent of Australia. The vast majority of Australia's forest trees are eucalyptuses. The wood of some eucalyptus species is used for making paper and such items as floorboards and furniture. 

Although Australia is surrounded by water, its fishing resources are limited. However, Australia has developed a small but profitable fishing industry. The industry earns most of its income from the catch of shellfish, especially abalones, lobsters, oysters, shrimp, and scallops. The fishing fleet also brings in fairly large catches of mullet, salmon, and tuna. Some pearls are collected from oysters.

Service industries provide about two-thirds of Australia's jobs and make up nearly two-thirds of Australia's gross domestic product. Hospitals, schools, government agencies, stores, hotels, and restaurants arc service industries. Also included in this category are banking, trade, transportation, and communication and tourism activities.

Tourism. Tourism aids the economy. Distance and cost have been the major obstacles to growth of Australia's tourist industry. Travel between Europe and North America is therefore less costly than it is between Europe or North America and Australia.

Foreign Trade. Australia has increased its export income chiefly by increasing its overseas sales of minerals and manufactured products. Today, farm products account for about 35 per cent of Australia's export earnings. Minerals account for about 45 per cent, and manufactured goods for about 20 per cent. About 75 per cent of Australia's imports are manufactured goods.

For many years Great Britain was Australia's chief trading partner. But today, Japan is Australia’s biggest customer. It especially buys coal, iron ore, and other minerals. 

Transportation. Automobiles are the chief means of passenger transportation in Australia. Most roads in the outback are unpaved.

Trucks, railroads, and ships haul most of Australia’s intercity freight. The trucking industry is mainly privately owned.
Ships carry large amounts of minerals between Australian coastal ports and they haul nearly all the country’s overseas freight. The busiest ports include Melbourne, Newcastle, and Sydney.

Communication. Australia's postal, telephone, and telegraph systems are owned by the federal government and operated by independent government agencies.

Commercial broadcasters own and operate about half the radio stations and about a third of the TV stations.

Interesting facts about Australia.

Many people in Australia live hundreds of miles away from the nearest school or hospital. Children study at home and they talk to their teachers by radio. If someone is ill the Flying Doctor will visit them by plane.

Some of Australian's sheep stations are larger than some countries. Australia has ten times as many sheep as people

In 1991 a mining company wanted to dig a large mine in the part of the dessert. But local Aborigines believed that of their sacred spirits (святой дух) the Great Carpet Snake lived under this land. They said that the mine would disturb the snake and they took the case to court to stop the mining company.

A few examples of Australian English

	Australian English
	British English

	g’day
	hello

	a tinnie
	a can of beer

	a Pom
	someone from Britain

	a barbie
	a barbecue


Post-reading activities
4.1. International words. Read and translate the following interna​tional words from the text.

Product, production, export, import, farm, farmer, service, mineral, economy, standard, traditionally, capital, result, nation, company, business, control, mechanize, minimum, per cent, fruit, bauxite, nickel, titanium, zinc, zircon, opal, machinery, industry, metal, transportation, automobile, chemi​cals, eucalyptus, type, resource, hospital, agency, hotel, restaurant, tourism, tourist, partner, international.

4.2. Find in the text the English equivalents.

Снизилось значение, способствует экономике, испытывала затруд​нения из-за нехватки капитала, поэтому требует минимум ручного труда, за которым следует, как минимум, ресурсы ограничены, две тре​ти, приносит пользу, продажа за границу, основной торговый партнер, главное транспортное средство, особенно важно.

4.3. Complete the following sentences with the appropriate terms from the list below.
	a) foreign capital 

b) agriculture

c) activities

d) employer
	e) cost

f) industrial production

g) fishing industry

h) mining industry
	i) consumer goods

j) farmland

k) outback


1. Australian’s wealth has come chiefly from
.

2. Minerals are used in modern 

.

3. Foreign investors own or control about half of the___ .

4. Service industries include tourism
.

5. About 65 per sent of Australia is covered by _____ .
6. Australian factories produce many
.
7. Air transportation is particularly important in the
.

8. For many years, manufacturing was the leading
in Australia.

9. The mining industry depends heavily on _____.

4.4. Multiple choice. Decide which of the alternatives best completes each sentence.

1. Farming is important because of ... .

a) growing crops for export

b) sale of farm products abroad

c) getting export income

d) requiring a minimum of human labour.
2. Mining industry proved to be ... .
a) quick

b) easy

c) efficient

d)  costly.
3. Many businesses in Australia, such as mining are owned by ... .

a) private owners

b) federal government and foreign investors

d) independent government agencies.
4.  The chief foreign trade partner of Australia is … .
a) Great Britain

b) Western Europe

c) China

d) Japan.
4.5. Find these things in the text:

a) Leading farm products.
b) Exports products.
c) Manufactured products.
d) Natural resources.
e) Service industries.
4.6. Answer these questions.

1. Farming and mining are the most developed industries in Australia, aren’t they?

2. Does Australia earn the export income by selling farm products abroad?

3. What difficulties in terms of money did Australia have?

4. About 15 per cent of the country’s workers are farmers, aren’t they?

5. Why is 10 per cent of the cropland irrigated?

6. What are Australia’s leading farm products?
7.  Why are service industries well developed in Australia?

8.  Is Australia a highly developed or undeveloped industrial country?

9.  What are the main industries in the country?

10. Which industry was the leading employer in Australia?

4.7. Match the words listed below with the dictionary definitions that follow.
a) capital                                   e) money

b) currency                                f) imports

c) service industry
         g) business

d) product                                  h) Gross Domestic Product
1. The value of all goods and services produced within a country during a given period.

2. A metal or paper medium of exchange that is in current use in a par​ticular country.

3. Goods and services that are bought from foreign countries.

4. Material wealth owned by an individual or business enterprise. (It also means money used to buy things).

5. A person, firm, company or other organization which makes or pro​duces a product, buys and sells goods or provides some kind of service for the purpose of making a profit.
6. An industry that provides services such as transport or entertainment, rather than goods.
7. Something produced by effort or some mechanical or industrial pro​ccess.
8. The official currency, in the form of banknotes, coins, etc., issued by a government or other authority; anything that people agree to use to pay for goods and services.

4.8. Usage. Which ten words for “money” can you use instead of the words in brackets?
a) banknotes 
f) cheque

b) subsidies
g) budget

c) currency
h) fund

d) account
i) cash

e) capital

k) loan
1. If you have an
(the sum of money deposits at a bank with a bank, you leave money with it and withdraw it when you need it.

2. Originally all
(pieces of paper money) were fully backed by gold and could be exchanged on demand for gold.
3. A______
(expected income and expenditure of a country, company, etc.) is a plan showing how much money a person or organization have available and how it should be spent.

4. This business was started with a 

(money used in a business) of $ 10.000.

5. Could you give me
(money is banknotes and coins) for this cheque?

6. If you cash a
(a printed form on which you write an amount of money), you exchange it at a bank for the amount of money that it is worth.

7. The Euro is the _____ (type of money used) in Germany.

8. He made a generous donation to our campaign
(a reserve of money, etc., set aside for a certain purpose).

9. They found it impossible to get a bank
(a sum of money that you borrow).

10. ___ (money paid by a government to help a company) distort in​ternational trade but they are sometimes used by government to help to es​tablish a new industry in a country. -

4.9. Project work.

Writing. Use the information from the text. Write a paragraph about Australia. Start like this.

The official name of Australia is ... .Its currency is ... .

4.10. Proverbs and sayings. Can you explain the following proverb? Find its equivalent in Russian. Use it in the situation of your own.

A fool and his money are soon parted.
UNIT 5
THE ARGENTINE ECONOMY
Pronounce the following geographical names:

Argentina [ a:d   n ti: na] – Аргентина 
Argentine [a: d  nti: n] – аргентинский 
Brazil [br  zil] – Бразилия 
The Andes Mauntains [aendi:z] – Анды 
Patagonia – Патагония 
The Pampa – Пампа
The Mesopotamia [mes  p  teimi ] – Месопотамия 
Buenos Aires [ bwein  s' airiz] – Буэнос-Айрес
Cordoba – Кордова 
Rosario – Росарио
Vocabulary
Make sure you know the following words and expressions before reading the text below:
taper – суживать(ся) к концу
windswept – не защищенный от ветра

plateau – плато, плоскогорье

metropolitan – столичный

supply – запас
gross domestic product (GDP) – валовой внутренний продукт
hide – шкура
numerous – многочисленный
engage in – нанимать, занимать
leather [ 1е  ] – кожа ( выделанная)

sorghum – сорго (хлебный злак)

estate [i steit] – имение, поместье
uranium [jureini m] – уран
refrigerator ship – корабль-холодильник
freight [freit] – фрахт, груз
Reading.
Scan the following text first, then read it in more depth.

Argentina is the second largest country in South America in area and in population. Only Brazil covers a greater area and has more people. Argen​tina has a long, tapered shape and occupies most of the southern part of South America.

The landscape varies dramatically throughout Argentina. The rugged Andes Mountains stretch along the country's western border. A bare, wind​swept plateau called Patagonia extends across the south. The Pampa, a fer​tile, grassy plain, lies near the middle of the country. Forests spread across much of the north.

About 86 per cent of Argentina's people live in cities and towns. Bue​nos Aires, the capital and largest city, is the nation's leading center of in​dustry, trade, and culture. About a third of all Argentines live in the Buenos Aires metropolitan area. Large parts of the country are thinly settled. Nearly all the Argentine people speak Spanish and are Roman Catholics.

Argentina's name comes from the Latin word for silver, argentum. The first Spanish settlers came to Argentina in search of silver and gold during the 1500's. The country lacked such riches, but the Pampa's fertile soil later proved to be far more valuable than precious metals. During the late 1800's. Argentina grew wealthy from the export of meat and grain to Europe. By the late 1920's, it had become one of the wealthiest nations in the world Today, Argentina remains rich in natural resources. However, it no longer ranks among the economic giants.

Manufacturing has become increasingly important to Argentina's economy. Much of the manufacturing involves processing farm products Argentina is a leading producer and exporter of beef, corn, and flaxseed. It also produces and exports huge quantities of wheat. The country lacks the large supplies of coal, iron ore, and most other miner's needed for heavy industry. However, Argentina's petroleum industry produces nearly all the nation's oil needs.

Economy. Service industries and manufacturing account for most of Argentina's gross domestic product (GDP) – that is, the total value of goods and services produced within a country in a year. However, fertile farmland is the country’s most important natural resource and the basis of its econ​omy. Many Argentine factories process farm products, such as beef, wool, and hides. And many of the nation's service industries, such as transporta​tion and banking, depend heavily on agriculture.

Argentina's factories produce most of the nation's consumer goods, in​cluding food, clothing, and household equipment. But the country must import much of the heavy machinery, iron and steel, and other goods it needs for production.

Service Industries.  Schools, hospitals, and other institutions that provide community services also employ numerous Argentines. Many other Argentines work for businesses that engage in trade, such as stores, restaurants, and hotels. Other service industries in Argentina include finan​cial institutions and companies in the fields of transportation and communi​cations.

Manufacturing. Buenos Aires and its suburbs have about two-thirds of the nation's factories. These factories include meat-packing plants, other food-processing establishments, and leather-making companies. They also include plants that manufacture electrical equipment, printed materials, and textiles. Factories located in Cordoba manufacture automobiles, railroad cars, and other transportation equipment. The city of Rosario has oil refin​eries and plants that produce metal products and chemicals.

Agriculture. The Pampa and Mesopotamia produce most of Argen​tina's leading farm products. These products are beef, corn, and wheat. Sheep are raised mainly for their wool in dry areas throughout the country. Argentine farmers also produce other goods, including citrus fruits, cotton, flax, grapes, potatoes, sorghum, sugar cane, and tea.

Argentina’s farms vary greatly in size. Huge estates spread over much of the Pampa. Owners of these estates rent land to tenant farmers and hire workers to breed livestock or to help with planting and harvesting. In the north, many families farm small plots and raise only enough to feed them​selves. Large landholders own modem equipment. Other farmers rent ma- chinery or use horse-drawn equipment.

Mining. Petroleum is Argentina's most important mineral resource. Oil fields that are located in Patagonia and the Piedmont produce almost all the country's oil needs. These fields also yield natural gas. Argentina produces small quantities of other minerals. Most of the country's metal deposits lie in the Andes and the Piedmont. These deposits include iron ore, lead, zinc, and uranium.

Energy. Hydroelectric plants supply almost half of Argentina's elec​tricity. Petroleum, coal, and natural gas also provide electric power. Ar​gentina has two nuclear power plants.

Foreign Trade. Argentina's main trading partners include Brazil, the United States, and the countries of Western Europe. The development of refrigerator ships in the late 1800's helped Argentina become a leading sup​plier of food to Europe. Today, farm products make up about nine-tenths of the country's total export income. The chief exports include meat, wheat, corn, vegetable oils, hides and skins, and wool. Argentina's leading imports include chemicals, machinery, and iron and steel.
5.1. Do you think the following statements are true or false? Discuss your answers in pairs.

1. Service industries and manufacturing are well developed in Argen​tina.
2. Argentina’s factories produce most of the nation’s consumer goods.

3. The country exports much of the heavy machinery, iron and steel.

4. The Pampa and Mesopotamia are the most agriculturally-developed areas.

5. Argentina’s farms are very small.

6. The country has large reserves of petroleum and natural gas.

7. Argentina’s main trading partners are China, Japan, Australia.

8. Farm products make up about a half of the country’s export income.

9. The chief exports include meat, wheat, citrus fruits, hides, skins and wool.

10. Argentina has an extensive transportation system.

5.2. Guess the word. Match the words listed below with the dictionary definitions that follow.

Manufacturing, agriculture, production, resource, industry, service, mining, value.
1. The production of goods, esp. by industrial processes.

2. The science or occupation of cultivating land and rearing crops and livestock.

3. The process of manufacturing or growing something in large quanti​ties or the amount of goods manufactured or grown.

4. A source of economic wealth, esp. of a country (mineral, land, labour, etc.) or business enterprise (capital, equipment, personnel, etc).

5. The sector of economy that is concerned with manufacture.

6. A job that an organization or business can do for you.

7. The act, process, or industry of extracting coal, ores, etc., from the earth.

8. The amount that can be obtained for something by exchanging it for money or goods.

5.3. Find the English / Russian equivalents for the following words and phrases.

а)
 ВВП, общая стоимость товаров и услуг, плодородные зе​мельные угодья, перерабатывать продукцию сельского хозяйства,  потребительские товары, работать на фирме, которая занимается торговлей, овец разводят главным образом из-за шерсти, сильно варьировать, огромные имения, природный газ, железная руда, свинец, цинк, уран, ядерная электростанция, в 1853 году, ведущий поставщик продуктов питания в Европу, составлять 9/10 общего дохода экспорта страны, груз, завоевать независимость, управлять страной.

б) bare, windswept plateau, stretch along the county’s western boarder, original inhabitants, precious metals, to lack, to remain rich in natural resources, no longer, military dictators, GDP, hides,  leather, consumer goods, household equipment, meat-packing plants, food-processing establishments, leather-making income, highways, air route,  freight.

5.4. Find synonyms.
	a) country



b) supply



c) manufacturing 


d) rich



e) major



f) plant



g) trade



h) goods
	i) provide 

j) wealthy 

k) main

l) factory 

m) commerce 

n) nation 

o) production 

p) commodity


5.5. Answer these questions.

1. What is GDP?

2. What is the basis of Argentina’s economy?

3. What do Argentina’s factories produce?

4. What does the country import?

5. What kinds of factories arc prevalent in Argentina?

6. What is Argentine famous produce?

7. Argentina’s farms vary greatly in size, don’t they?

8. Do huge estates spread over much of the Pampa or Mesopotamia?

9. Is Argentina rich in natural resources?

10. What are the main trade partners of Argentina?

11. What are the nation’s major exports and imports?

12. Argentina isn’t the second largest country in South America in area and population, is it?

13. Does Argentina’s name come from the Latin word for silver or gold?

5.6. Insert the necessary preposition: in, nearly, among, since, for, from, of, throughout, about, to.

Argentina is the largest country___ South. America ___ area and ___ population. It occupies most ___ the southern part _____ South America. The landscape varies dramatically____ Argentina. _____ 86 per cent  ___ Argentina’s people live ___ cities and towns. Buenos Aires is the nation’s leading centre ___ industry, trade, and culture. A third ___ all Argentines live  ___ the Buenos Aires metropolitan area. ___ all the Argentine people speak Spanish. Argentina’s name comes ___  the Latin word ___ silver, argentum. The first Spanish settlers came ___ Argentine ___  search ___  silver and gold ___ the 1500’s.___the late 1800’s, Argentine grew wealthy ___ theexport ___ meat and grain ___ Europe. ___ the late 1920’s, it had became one ___ the wealthiest nations ___ the world. Today, Argentina remains rich  ___ natural resourses. However, it no longer ranks
the economic giants. ___ 300 years, Argentina was a Spanish colony. Argentina gained its independence ___ the early 1800’s and became a republic  ___  1853. Most ___  the time ___  1980, military dictators have ruled the country.
5.7. Prove the following:

1. Service industries and manufacturing account for most of Argen​tina’s GDP.

2. Argentina’s farms vary greatly in size.

3. Argentina is rich in natural resources.

4. Argentina is a trading country.

5.8. Describe the country according to the Appendix.
UNIT 6

THE SWISS ECONOMY
Pronounce the following geographic names:

Switzerland  – Швейцария
the Alps – Альпы
the Rhine – Рейн
Basel – Базель
Zurich [`zu:rik] – Цюрих
Geneva – Женева
Vocabulary
Make sure you know the following words and expressions before reading the text below: 
standard of living – уровень жизни
deposit – вклад, месторождение
      livestock – домашний скот 

      plateau  – плато, плоскогорье 

      precision – точность, аккуратность 
      dairy farming – молочное животноводство 

neutrality  – нейтралитет 
      network – сеть
6.1. Answer these questions before you read the text below.

     1. Where is Switzerland situated ?

2. What is the capital of this country?

3. What are the three official languages of Switzerland?

4. Who is the country’s president at the moment?

5. What is Switzerland famous for?

Reading.
Scan the following text first, then read it in more depth.
Economy. Switzerland is a prosperous country with one of the world's highest standards of living.  Switzerland has more jobs than its own people can fill. 

Switzerland trades with nations throughout the world, but chiefly with Western European countries and the United States. The Swiss import more goods than they export. 

Natural Resources. Switzerland lacks important deposits of coal, iron ore, petroleum, and other minerals on which heavy industry is based. Most of the land is too high or too rugged to be good farmland. In addition, the climate is generally better for producing hay and other livestock feeds rather than such crops as wheat and fruit. 

Switzerland's rushing mountain rivers are its greatest natural resource. Much of the electric power produced in Switzerland is generated at hy​droelectric power stations on the rivers. However, five nuclear power plants in Switzerland supply an increasing amount of the country's energy.

Manufacturing. Switzerland is one of the most industrialized countries in the world.  In Switzerland's watchmaking industry, for example, the cost of materials is only about one- twentieth the cost of labor. More than 95 per cent of the watches made in Switzerland are exported.

The Swiss make such engineering products as generators and other electrical equipment, industrial machinery, machine tools, precision instru​ments, and transportation equipment. Other major products are chemicals, paper, processed foods including cheese and chocolate, and silk and other textiles.

Most Swiss factories are small- or medium-sized because of the stress on quality goods rather than mass production. In addition, hydroelectric power is widely distributed. For these reasons, there are factories in small towns and even in villages. 

Agriculture in Switzerland supplies only about three-fifths of the peo​ple's needs. The rest of the nation's food must be imported. Livestock raising is the most important agricultural activity because of the limited cropland resources and the climate. It provides about 75 per cent of Swit​zerland's farm income, largely through dairy farming. Much of the milk is used to make cheeses for export. Farmers also raise hogs, goats, sheep, and chickens.

Swiss farms are small, averaging only 8 acres (3 hectares). Farmers work the land carefully to make it as productive as possible. Crops include fruits, wheat and other grains, and potatoes. 

Banking also ranks as one of Switzerland's major industries. Swiss banks attract deposits from people in many countries. The banks are proba​bly the safest in the world, partly because of the nation's neutrality. De​positors can choose to be identified by a number known only to themselves and a few bank officials. 

Transportation. Switzerland has fine transportation systems in spite of the mountains, which make travel difficult. The government owns and runs almost the entire railroad network.

Switzerland's paved roads and highways provide travel even to moun​tain areas. But roads that wind through the higher mountain passes are open only a few months of the year. Heavy show makes them unusable except in summer. 

Geneva and Zurich have international airports. The privately owned Swissair, Switzerland's only international airline, flies to about 40 countries.

Communication. Switzerland has about 90 daily newspapers. Most of the country's newspapers are published in German, and some are published in French and Italian. A few-of the nondaily newspapers are published in Romansh.

Government-controlled corporations operate a radio network and a tele​vision network in each of the three official languages. In addition, several privately owned radio stations broadcast in Switzerland. The government operates the postal, telegraph, and telephone services.

6.2. Match the statements as true or false. Correct the statements which are not true to the text.

1. Switzerland is a prosperous country with a high standard of living. 

2. Switzerland is rich in important deposits of coal, iron ore, petroleum and other minerals.

3. Most of the land is used as farmland.

4. 60 percent of the country consists of meadows or grazing land.

5. Watchmaking is the leading industry in Switzerland.

6. Large-sized factories are prevalent in Switzerland.

7. Agriculture supplies only about two-thirds of the people’s needs.

8. Crop raising is the most important agricultural activity.

9. Livestock raising provides about 75% of Switzeland’s farm income.

10.  Switzerland is famous for its sports centers.

11. Swiss banks don’t attract depositors from many countries because they are not safe.

12. The government operates the postal, telegraph and telephone serv​ices.

13. The Swiss export more goods than they import.

6.3.  Answer the following questions.

1. Switzerland is a prosperous country, isn’t it?

2. Is Switzerland rich in natural resources?

3. What is its greatest natural resource?

4. Does Switzerland generate enough energy to satisfy its own energy needs?

5. What are the main industries of the country?

6. What does Switzerland produce?

7.  Are most Swiss factories small and medium-sized? Why?

8. What is the share of agriculture in the country’s food requirements?

9. Are Swiss farms small or large? Why?

10. What are the country’s main crops?

11. Why do Swiss banks attract deposits from people in many countries?
12. How many ports and international airports are there in Switzerland?

13. Switzerland has about 90 daily newspapers, doesn’t it? What lan​guages are they published in?
6.4.   Give the Russian and the English equivalents of the following expressions.

 a prosperous country, to have the highest standard of living, to have important deposits, meadows and grazing land, damage, to establish strict pollution controls, rushing mountain rivers, to generate, mountain climbing,  to attract deposits, under Swiss law, paved roads and highways.

6.5. Complete the sentences below using the active vocabulary.

1. Switzerland is a ... country with one of the world’s highest ... .

2. Switzerland lacks important deposits of ... .

3. About 40 percent of the country consists of ... .

4. Switzerland’s manufacturing industries are based on ... .

5. Switzerland produces ....

6. Most Swiss factories are ... .

7. Agriculture in Switzerland supplies only about three fifth of the ... .

8. ... is the most important agricultural activity.

9. Swiss banks ... from people in many countries.

10.  ... have international airports.
6.6.  Insert the necessary prepositions.

1. Switzerland is a small European country known ... its beautiful, snow-capped mountains.

2. Switzerland lacks ... important deposits ... coal iron ore, petroleum and other ... which heavy industry is based.

3. Much ... the electric power produced ... Switzerland is generated … hydroelectric power stations ... the rivers.

4. Switzerland is limited ... natural resources.
5. Most ... the dairy cattle graze ... the high mountain pastures ... summer and arc brought down ... the valleys ... winter.

6. Swiss banks attract deposits ... people ... many countries.

7. Depositors can choose to be identified ... a number known only ... themselves and a few bank officials.

8. Large barges can reach ... Basel, which handle  ... 8 million short tons ... cargo a year.

6.7.  a) Find synonyms.
	1.labour force

2.make up

3.lack

4.supply

5.domestic

6.foreign
	7.goods

8.important

9.overseas

10.significant

11.commodity

 12.man power
	13.inland

14.provide

15.shortage

16.account for


b) Find antonyms.
	1.private
2.violate

3.daily

4.quantity
	5.pollution

6.employee

7.observe

8.nondaily
	9.purification

10.public

11.quality

12.employer


6.8. Prove the following.

1. Switzerland is not very rich in natural resources.

2. Switzerland is one of the most industrialized countries in the world.

3. Agriculture doesn’t meet the people’s needs in full.

4. Switzerland is very popular with tourists.

5. Swiss banks are the safest in the world.

6. Switzerland has fine transportation systems.
    6.9.  Describe the country according to the Appendix.
UNIT 7

THE UK ECONOMY

Vocabulary
Make sure you know the following words and expressions before reading the text below:
account for (v) – составлять
chemicals (n) – химические препараты

cotton (adj) – хлопчатый

crop (n) – с/х. культура

deposit (n) – залежь, месторождение

fabric (n) – ткань

fibre (n) – волокно

freight traffic – перевозки грузов

fuel (n) – топливо

furniture (n) – мебель

gross domestic product – валовый внутренний продукт

livestock (n) – домашний скот

merchant fleet – торговый флот

part-time (n) – частичный
petroleum (n) – нефть

pharmaceuticals (n) – фармацевтические товары

pineapple (n) – ананас

printing and publishing – печатное и издательское дело

processed foods – бакалейные товары

raise (v) – выращивать

retail trade – розничная торговля

revenue (n) – доход

sophisticated (adj) – сложный

textiles (n) – текстильные изделия

                                                    Reading. 
Scan the following text, then read it in more depth.

The United Kingdom is primarily an industrial and commercial nation. The county’s gross domestic product totaled over $1 trillion last year. Annual national budget revenues were estimated at $325/5 billion, and expenditures were over $400 billion. 
Service industries account for about two-thirds of the United Kingdom’s gross domestic product. More than 70 percent of British workers are employed in service industries. The county’s service industries are concentrated in and near its largest cities, especially London. 
Finance, insurance, and real property is the most important service industry in Britain. Most of the country’s financial companies operate in London, one of the world’s leading financial cities.
Community, social, and personal services rank second among the service industries in the United Kingdom. It includes such activities as education and health care, and advertising and data processing.

Wholesale and retail trade is the third most important service industry in Britain. The most valuable wholesale trading activities include the distribution of petroleum and textiles. 

The United Kingdom is a leading industrial nation. Most British industries are in central England, the London area, the Scottish Central Lowlands, the Newcastle upon Tyne area, and southern Wales. Britain ranks as an important steel producer. It exports nearly half of its finished steel. The rest is used in Britain to make hundreds of products. Much steel is used in automobiles, buses, trucks, and motorcycles.  Britain also produces heavy machinery for industry, farming, and mining. The country is one of the world’s largest producers of tractors. Other products include cranes, earth movers, road graders, harvesters, and drilling machines.

An increasing percentage of Britain’s manufactured goods consists of sophisticated electronic equipment. 

The chemical industry in Britain produces a variety of products – from industrial chemicals to plastics and soap. Britain is the fourth largest exporter of pharmaceuticals. 

The United Kingdom is one of the world’s chief centers of printing and publishing. British companies print paper money and postage stamps for many countries.

Today, Britain remains an important producer of cotton and woollen textiles. British manufactures also make synthetic fibres and fabrics.

Britain has one of Europe’s largest clothing industries. British clothing has long been famous for its quality.

Processing of food and beverages ranks as one of Britain’s major industries. Most processed foods and beverages are consumed in Britain. But some are exported. Scotch whisky has a large world market. Other Britain industries manufacture bricks and cement, furniture, leather goods, glassware, and paper. 

Britain imports about a third of its good supply. The imports include avocados, banana, oranges, peppers, pineapples, and other items that cannot be easily grown in Britain’s climate. 

The United Kingdom has about 240,000 farms. About two-thirds of Britain’s farmers own the farms on which they live. The rest rent their farms. About half the people who operate or work on farms do so on a part-time basis. Many British farmers practice mixed farming – that is, they raise a variety of crops and animals. 

Britain’s most important crops are barley, potatoes, sugar beets, and wheat. 
        Sheep are Britain’s chief livestock. Farmers in almost every part of the country raise sheep for meat and wool.

The United Kingdom is a major world producer of petroleum, coal, and natural gas. These three fuels account for about 85 percent of the value of total mineral production in the country. Petroleum is Britain’s most valuable mineral.

Britain’s largest coal-mining region lies near the River Trent in central England. Coal from this area is an important source of fuel for the country’s electric power plants. Britain obtains natural gas from deposits below the North Sea.

The United Kingdom ranks as a leading trading nation. Britain exports aerospace equipment, chemicals and pharmaceuticals, machinery, motor vehicles, petroleum, and scientific and medical equipment. Its imports include chemicals, clothing, foods (especially fish, fruit, vegetables, meat, coffee, and tea), machinery, metals, motor vehicles, paper and newsprint, petroleum products, and textiles. 

Most of the United Kingdom trade is with other developed countries. France, Germany and the United States are Britain’s leading customers and suppliers. 

Roads and railways carry most passenger and freight traffic within the United Kingdom. 

Britain has a large merchant fleet. 

British Airways, the United Kingdom’s largest airline, operates flights to all parts of the world. 

Britain has about 100 daily newspapers. The leading papers include The Times, The Guardian, The Daily Telegraph and The Independent.

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), a public corporation, provides commercial-free radio and television service.

The British Post Office provides many services in addition to handling mail. 

Post-reading activities
7.1. Guess the word. Match the words with the dictionary definitions that follow.

1.commercial               5.supplier

2.expenditure               6.exporter

3.insurance                  7 .supply

4.producer                    8.export

1. Something expended, such as time or money.

2. Goods or services sold to a foreign country or countries.

3. A country, firm or person that sells and sends goods to another country.

4. The act, system or business of providing financial protection for property, life, health, etc.

5. A person or business enterprise that generates goods or services for sale.

6. A person or firm that provides you with goods or equipment.

7. The amount of a commodity that producers are willing and able to offer for sale.

8. An advertisement broadcast on radio or television.
7.2. Synonyms. Group the following words into the synonymous groups.
	1.chief                                       

2.commercial  

3.complex

4.domestic

5.entire
	6.external

7.foreign

8.important

9.leading

10.national
	11.significant

12.sophisticated
13.total

14.trading


7.3. Antonyms. Group the words that follow into the antonymous groups.

1.cheap                                      6.low

2.expensive                               7.national

3.foreign                                    8.part-time

4.full-time                                 9.personal

5.high                                        10.public

7.4. Fill in the blanks in this passage, using the words from the list.
1.countries                               4.government

2.crops                                     5.land

3.economy                                6.workforce

The United Kingdom has a developed mixed private- and public- enterprise ___ that is largely based on services, especially international trade, and manufacturing. The ___ controls the production of coal, steel, and ships. The gross national product (GNP) is growing faster than the population, but only slowly. The GNP per capita lags behind those of most other western European ___.

Agriculture accounts for less than 2 percent of the GNP and employs some 2 percent of the ___. Farming is highly mechanized, though farms are not extremely large, and is dominated by the raising of sheep and cattle. Arable ___ is limited to less than one-third of the nation’s land area. Chief ___ include barley, wheat, sugar beets, and potatoes.    

7.5. Multiple choice. Select the correct answer.

1. The United Kingdom is … .
a) an industrial nation

b) a commercial nation

c) a developed nation

d) all of the above.

2. The most important service industry in Britain is … .
a) finance, insurance, and real property

b) community, social, and personal services industry

c) wholesale and retail trade

d) none of the above.

3. Britain’s chief livestock are … .
a) beef cattle

b) chickens

c) sheep

d) hogs.
4. Britain’s largest coal-mining region is in … .
a) central England

b) Northern Ireland

c) South Wales

d) Western Scotland.

5. The United Kingdom is a major world producer of … .
a) petroleum

b) coal

c) natural gas

d) all of the above.

6. Most of the United Kingdom’s trade is with … .
a) Canada, Ireland and Japan

b) France, Germany, and the United States

c) Norway and Saudi Arabia

d) Sweden and Switzerland.
7.6. Do you think the following statements are true or false?
1. Service industries account for about 2/3 of the United Kingdom’s gross domestic product.

2. The country is one of the world’s largest producers of tractors.

3. Today Britain imports more clothing than it exports.

4. Britain’s oil wells provide nearly all the petroleum that the country uses.

7.7. Answer these questions.

1. Does the United Kingdom rank among the top industrial countries?

2. Where are most British industries situated?

3. What are major British manufactured goods?

4. What are Britain’s most important crops?

5. The United Kingdom is a major world producer of petroleum, coal and natural gas, isn’t it?

6. Does the United Kingdom rank as a leading trading nation?

7. What does Britain export?

8. What do its imports include?

9. What are the main trade partners of Great Britain?

7.8. Translate the following text into English.

Великобритания – экономически развитая индустриальная страна. Ведущая отрасль промышленности – машиностроение, в т. ч. электротехническое и радиоэлектронное, транспортное, тракторо- и станкостроение. Развита нефтеперерабатывающая, химическая, текстильная и пищевая промышленность. 

Великобритания издавна относится к числу государств, сильно зависящих от внешних экономических связей. 

Великобритания входит в первую пятерку крупных экономически развитых держав. В экономике страны промышленность играет ведущую роль и определяет ее место в мировом хозяйстве. В ней занято примерно 30% экономически активного населения. 

Экспорт включает машины и оборудование, нефть и нефтепродукты, продукцию химической промышленности. Основными внешнеторговыми партнерами являются страны ЕС, США и Япония.

В настоящее время на Великобританию приходится 5% мирового промышленного производства. Большие перемены произошли в добывающей промышленности, где резко сократилась добыча каменного угля, а выросла добыча нефти и природного газа.

Сельское хозяйство долгое время оставалось второстепенной отраслью экономики Великобритании. На ее развитие обращалось мало внимания, и страна почти целиком зависела от импорта продовольствия.

Позже сельское хозяйство начало развиваться быстрыми темпами, и сейчас это одна из передовых отраслей британской экономики.

От других высокоразвитых стран Великобритания отличается очень малым количеством занятых в сельском хозяйстве. 

Сельское хозяйство обеспечивает ¾ потребностей страны в продовольствии. Главная отрасль – мясо-молочное и молочное животноводство. В растениеводстве преобладает зерновое хозяйство, возделывание сахарной свеклы, картофелеводство.

7.9 .Writing. 

Describe the differences between the structure of the national economy in the UK and in your country. Discuss their respective advantages and disadvantages.
7.10. Proverbs and sayings.

Read the following proverb and find its equivalent in our native language. Use it in the situation of your own.

A Jack of all trades is master of none.

UNIT 8

THE AMERICAN ECONOMY
Vocabulary
Make sure you know the following words and expressions before reading the text below:
amount to – составлять, равняться

depression – снижение, падение

face (v) – сталкиваться с

free enterprise – свободное предпринимательство

gasoline – бензин

hay – сено

mining – разработка месторождений полезных ископаемых

moderate – умеренный

phosphate – фосфат

primary – первичный

rank (v) – занимать какое-либо место

recession – спад, снижение

refinery – очистительный завод

slump – спад, падение

soybean – соя

tertiary – третичный

turkey – индейка

Reading.
Scan the following text. Then read the text in more depth.

The United States rank first in the world in the total value of its production. The nation’s gross domestic product (GDP) amounts to over $ 7 trillion. 

The United States economy is based largely on a free enterprise system. In such a system, individuals and companies are free to make their own economic decisions.

Even though the US economy is based on free enterprise, the government has placed regulations on economic practices through the years.

In spite of its overall strength, the United States economy has faced problems from time to time. The problems include recessions (mild business slumps), depressions (severe business slumps), and inflation (rising prices).

The US economy consists of three main sections – the primary, secondary and tertiary.

Primary economic activities are those directly extracting goods from the natural environment, including agriculture, forestry, fishing, and mining. The primary sector usually contributes about 3 percent of annual GDP.

Agriculture accounts for 2 percent of the US gross domestic product and employs 3 percent of the nation’s workers. Yet, the United States is a world leader in agriculture production. Beef cattle rank as the most valuable product of American farms. Other leading farm products, in order of value, include milk, soybeans, chickens and eggs, hogs, wheat and cotton. United States farms also produce large amounts of hay, tobacco, turkeys, oranges, potatoes, tomatoes, and apples.

A variety of natural resources provide the raw materials that support the economy of the United States. In addition to a moderate climate, the most valuable resources are minerals, soils, water, forests, and fish.

The United States has large deposits of coal, iron ore, natural gas, and petroleum, which are vital to the country’s industrial strength. Its many other important minerals include copper, gold, phosphates, silver, and zinc. Although mining accounts for a small share of the total US economic output, it has been a key to the growth of other parts of the economy. Coal and iron ore, for example, are needed to make steel. Steel, in turn, is used to make automobiles, buildings, bridges, and many other goods. Coal is also a fuel for electric power plants. Refineries turn petroleum into gasoline, fuel oil for heating and industrial power; and petro-chemicals used in plastics, paint, drugs, fertilizers, and synthetic fabrics.

The farms, factories, households, and motor vehicles of the United States consume vast amounts of energy annually. Various sources are used to generate the energy. Petroleum provides about 40 percent. It is the source of most of the energy used to power motor vehicles, and it heats millions of houses and factories. Natural gas generates about 25 percent of the energy used.

Secondary economic activities involve processing or combining materials into new products, and include manufacturing and construction. They account for 22 percent of the workers. 

Through the years, Americans have developed manufacturing processes that have greatly increased productivity. This led to mass production, in which large numbers of goods could be produced in less time and at lower cost than ever before. American inventors and engineers developed computers to bring automation to an even higher level. Today, computers operate machines, handle accounting, and perform many other important functions in industries. 

Construction accounts for 4 percent of the US GDP and provides jobs for 4 percent of the work force. This industry employs such workers as architects, engineers, contractors, electricians, plumbers, roofers, ironworkers and plasterers.     

8.1. Match the words listed below with the dictionary definitions that follow.

a) manufacturing   b) productivity     c ) commodity       d) agriculture

e) production         f) enterprise           g) resource           h) inflation

i) industry            j) profit                  k)  wage               l) cost

1. The science or occupation of cultivating land and rearing crops and livestock; farming; husbandry.

2. An exchangeable unit of economic wealth; esp. a primary product of raw material.

3. The price paid or required for acquiring, producing or maintaining something, usually measured in money, time or energy; expense or expenditure; outlay.

4. A business unit; a company or firm.

5. The sector of an economy that is concerned with manufacture.

6. A progressive increase in the general level of prices.

7. The production of goods, esp. by industrial processes.

8. The process of manufacturing or growing something in large quantities.

9. The output of an industrial concern in relation to the materials, labor etc., it employs.

10. An amount of money that you gain when you are paid more for something.

11. A source of economic wealth, esp. of a country or business enterprise.

12. Payment in return for work or services, esp. that made to workmen on a daily basis.

8.2. Group the following words into the synonymous groups.

1.Agriculture                        7.enterprise                    13. output

2.benefit                               8.farming                        14. production

3.company                            9.firm                             15. profit

4.competition                       10.gain                            16. recession

5.depression                         11.husbandry                  17. rivalry

6.manufacture                      12.slump

8.3. Complete the following sentences with the appropriate terms from the list below.

a) free enterprise system, b) productivity, c) work force, d) economic output, e) minerals, f) economic production.
1. The United States ranks first in the world in the total value of its ___.

2. The United States economy is based largely on a ___ .

3. To meet its needs the United States must import additional amounts of iron ore, petroleum and other ___.

4. Mining accounts for a small share of the total US ___.

5. Americans have helped manufacturing processes that have greatly increased ___.

6. Construction provides jobs for 4 percent of the ___.  

8.4. Answer these questions.

1. Does the United States rank first in the world in the total value of its economic production?

2. What is the nation’s gross domestic product?

3. What system is the United States economy based on?

4. What is a free enterprise system?

5. What problems has the United States economy faced?

6. What sectors does the U. S. economy consist of?

7. What do primary economic activities include?

8. What part of the US gross domestic product does agriculture account for?

9. Is the United States a world leader in agriculture production?

10. What do the United States farms produce?

11. What are some of the leading farm products in the United States?

12. Does the country have enough natural resources to support the economy?

13. What are the most valuable natural resources?

14. What sources are used to generate energy?

15. What do secondary economic activities involve?

8.5. Writing. Some people argue that the government interferes in the economy too much. Others say it should do more. What are your arguments for or against government control?
8.6. Vocabulary. Can you match the British words and the American equivalents? 

British English                                             American English

1. Autumn                                                   a. apartment

2. Engine                                                     b. bar

3. Film                                                         c. cab

4. First floor                                                d. candy

5. Flat                                                          e. crazy

6. Ground floor                                            f. elevator

7. Holiday                                                    g. fall

8. Ill                                                             h. first floor

9. Lift                                                           i. freeway

10. Mad                                                          j. gas

11. Maths                                                       k. mail

12. Motorway                                                l. math

13. Petrol                                                       m. motor

14. Post                                                          n. movie

15. Pub                                                           o. pants

16. Shop                                                         p. restroom

17. Sweets                                                      q. second floor

18. Taxi                                                          r. sick

19. Toilet                                                        s. store

20. Trousers                                                   t. vacation

Appendix. General Information about the Country
	Table 1

	European
countries
	Asian
countries
	African
countries
	North
American
countries
	South
American
countries

	Belarus

Germany
France
Spain
Italy
Switzerland
Austria
Portugal...
	China
India
Japan
Mongolia
Afghanistan
Iran
Iraq
Turkey...
	Egypt
Algeria
South-
African  Republic Ethiopia
Libya
Morocco
Tunisia...
	Canada
The United
States of
America
Mexico...
	Venezuela
Colombia
Ecuador
Brazil
Argentina
Peru
Chile
Uruguay...


1. I am going to give a talk devoted to [...].

2. In my opinion, [...] is (not) a very big <European/Asian/African/North American/South American> country.

3. The total area of [...] is about <... thousand/million> square kilometers.

4. In terms of size [...] is (much) smaller/bigger than Belarus.

5. The population of... is about <... million> inhabitants.

6. In population terms ... is (much) bigger/smaller than Belarus (is almost as big as...).

7. The capital of ... is <...>.

8. In my opinion, … is (not) a very big city.
9. The population of <...> is about ... million/thousand inhabitants/residents/citizens.

10. In population terms <...> is (much) bigger/smaller than Minsk (is almost as big as...).

11. ... is situated/is located in the <northern/southern/eastern /western/central/north-eastern/northern/western/south-eastern/south-western part of [...].
12. <...> is situated/is located on the banks of the river <...>.

13. The basic currency unit of ... is the <...>. 

14. One <dollar> consists of 100 <cents>.

15. The official language (the state language) of [...] is <...>.                  Geographical Position

1. And now we shall speak about the geographical position of [...].

2. [...] is situated/is located in the <...>. (See Table 2.) .

North/South.
	Table 2

	North-east of Europe
	North-west of.
	. South-east of...

	South of Asia
	North-east of..
	South-west of...

	East of Africa
	
	

	West of North America
	
	

	Central part of South America
	
	


3.  [...] is washed by the waters of <1, 2 ...> ocean(s)/ sea(s). ([...] is not washed by the waters of any oceans/seas.)

4. In the <North> [...] is washed by the waters of <...>. (See Table 3.)

5. All in all, [...] borders on <…> countries. ([...] doesn't border on any countries at all.)

6. In the North [...] borders on <...>.

7. In the North-east [...] borders on <...>.
Physical Features

1. Now I shall give you some information about the physical features of [...].
2. To begin with, in [...] highlands predominate over lowlands (lowlands predominate over highlands)

3. The most important mountain ranges are concentrated/are located/are situated in the northern/southern/north-eastern  part of the country.

4. The highest point in [...] is called Mount <...>; it is <...> meters above sea level.

5. Generally speaking, [...] is situated/is located in the so-called <temperate/tropical/equatorial> climatic zone.

6. That is why the climate of [...] is<(fairly) cold/frosty/warm/hot/temperate>.

7. The coldest month in [...] is <...>; the mean temperature of <...> is about <...> degrees Centigrade below zero.

8. The hottest month in [...] is <...>; the mean temperature of <...>. is about <...> degrees Centigrade above zero.

9. Generally speaking, the climate of ... is fairly < dry/humid >.

12.  The most important river(s) lake(s) in [...] is/are <...>.

13. On the whole, [...] is (not) very rich in mineral resources.

14. The most important mineral resources are <coal, iron ore, oil, gas, precious metals, non-ferrous metals, etc.
	Table 3

	the Atlantic Ocean       
the Pacific Ocean

the Arctic Ocean

the Indian Ocean
	the Mediterranean Sea

the Baltic Sea 

the Black Sea

the North Sea
	the Sea of Japan 

the Gulf of Mexico    
 the Bay of Biscay...

	Table 4

	Machine building Shipbuilding 

Mining (industry)
	Textile industry  
Chemical industry 

Food processing
	Automobile indus​try
Electronic industry

Metallurgical in​dustry


Economy

1. This part of our talk is devoted to the economy of [...].

2. Generally speaking, [...] is (not) a very highly developed industrial country.

3. The main branches of industry (the most important branches of industry) are <...>. (See Table 4.)

4. The industry of [...] produces  all kinds of machinery, all kinds of electric equipment, electronic equipment, cars, trucks, tractors, food products, textile, clothes and other industrial products.

5. The agriculture оf ... produces  meat, milk, vegetables, fruit, wine, wool and many other kinds of agricultural products.

6. The basic items of export are… .The most important items of import are <...>.

Population

1. Now let us speak about the population of [...].

2. As you know, the population of [...] is about <... million/thousand> inhabitants.

3. Generally speaking, [...] is (not) a very densely populated country.

4. The average population density is about <...> residents per square kilometer.

5. Most of the population is concentrated in the<northern/north-western> part of the country.

6. [...] is (not) a multiethnic country.

7. The main (the most important) ethnic groups are <...>.

8. The most important cities in [...] are <...>.

9. <...> is situated/is located in the <northern/southern> part of the country.

Political System
1. Finally, I shall give you some basic information about the political system of [...]. [...] is <...>. (See Table 5)
Table 5
	a federal state
	a monarchy

	a federal republic
	a parliamentary monarchy

	a republic
	a constitutional monarchy


2. The head of state is the <Monarch (King/Queen)/President>.

3. At present the head of state is <...>.

4. The head of government is the Prime Minister.

5. At present the head of government is <...>.

6. The highest legislative organ (the highest legislative body) is Parliament/Congress/the Federal Assembly/the National Assembly, etc.

7. The highest legislative organ (the highest legislative body) consists of one chamber (one house)/two chambers (two houses), etc.>.

8. The official residence of<...> is <...>.

9. There are several political parties in [...].

10. The main political parties are <...>.
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