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Введение

Пособие предназначено для студентов первых курсов всех факультетов.

Цель пособия – расширение лексического запаса студентов, а также развитие и совершенствование навыков диалогической и монологической речи в рамках указанных тем.

Пособие состоит из восьми уроков. Каждый урок содержит тематический словарь; базовый и дополнительные тексты; серию предтекстовых и послетекстовых заданий, имеющих коммуникативно – речевую направленность.

Темы расположены в том порядке, в котором их обычно изучают: «Моя семья», «Я – студент», «Академия», «Великобритания», «Сельское хозяйство Великобритании», «Беларусь», «Сельское хозяйство Беларуси».

Лексика текстов отрабатывается и усваивается в ходе выполнения упражнений. Также включены задания творческого характера, требующие самостоятельного поиска нужной информации с последующей ее презентацией.

Пособие может быть использовано  как для аудиторной, так и для самостоятельной работы студентов.

UNIT 1
My Family
Topical Vocabulary
1) biography –  биография;

2) name – имя;

3) surname – фамилия;

4) nationality – национальность;

5) age – возраст;

6) occupation – занятие, профессия;

7) to be married – быть женатым, быть замужем.

8) to be single – быть холостым, быть незамужем;

9) to leave (finish) school – закончить школу;

10) applicant – абитуриент;

11) first-year student – студент-первокурсник;

12) to get acquainted – познакомиться;

13) to be born – родиться;

14) to come from – происходить, быть родом;

15) to enter the university – поступить в университет;

16) to fail in аn exam – провалить ( не сдать) экзамен;

17) to pass exams – сдать экзамены;

18) the extended family – патриархальная семья;

19) the nuclear family – традиционная семья;

20) the blended family – смешанная семья;

21) aunt – тетя;

22) uncle – дядя;

23) niece – племянница;

24) nephew – племянник;

25) grandparents – дедушка и бабушка;

26) granddaughter – внучка;

27) grandson – внук;

28) to be divorced – быть в разводе;

29) to be on pension – быть на пенсии;

30) husband – муж;

31) wife – жена;

32) cousin – двоюродный брат (сестра);

33) mother-in-law – свекровь, теща;

34)
daughter-in-law – невестка;
3 5)
son-in-law – зять;
36) father-in-law – свекор, тесть;

37) relatives (close, distant) – родственники (близкие, дальние);
      3 8)  child – ребенок;

39) baby – грудной ребенок;

40) to consist of – состоять из;

41) to look like – выглядеть;

42) to share domestic duties – разделять домашние обязанности;

43) to get along with –  ладить, уживаться;

44) lifespan – продолжительность жизни;
45) adulthood – взрослое состояние, зрелость;
46) infancy – младенчество;
47) maturity – зрелость.


Ex. 1. Read the text.

Text A
My Family
The family is very important as a unit in our society.
My family is neither big nor small. I have a father, called Nikolay. He works as a manager; he is 47. My mother's name is Olga, she is 46, and she is a housewife. I'm sixteen, going on seventeen. My favorite subject is algebra, and my hobby is sport. My family is happy and friendly. I also have a grandmother, she is a sweet creature. My granny is tender and patient. She respects and loves all of us. In my family we have consideration for others, warm​heartedness and understanding. There is no place for indif​ference, selfishness and rudeness.
My father works hard to provide food and clothes for the family; he finances us. My mother and I share our common joys and sorrows. She keeps the house and the family. My parents are very much concerned about my future and I love them very dearly. 
Ex. 2. Answer the questions.
1. What is your name? /Who are you? 2. Where and when were you born? 3. How old are you? 4. Are you Belarusian? 5. Where do you live? /What's your permanent address? 6. When did you finish school? 7. How well did you do at school? 8. What were your favorite subjects? 9. How many members are there in your family? 10. What relations do you have in your family (parents, sisters, brothers, etc.)? 11. Have you got any grand​parents? Where do they live? 12. Have you got any uncles or aunts? 13. Do you have any cousins? 14. Do you have any nieces or nephews? 15. Where does your family live? 16. Where do your parents work? 17. How do they call your father? 18. How do they call your mother? 19. What are your brothers and sisters (if any)? 20. Which of you is the oldest person in the family? 21. Which of you is the youngest? 22. Does a family need a leader? Why? Why not?  /Who is the head of the family: the father or the mother? 23. Where does your family spend holidays? 24. Who usually does the housework (goes shopping)? 25. Do you have any relatives, who live abroad? How often do you visit them? Do they often come to see you?     26. Why is it important to have a good family? / What is a happy family in your opinion? 

Ex. 3. Every family has fascinating bits of family history. Think about your family and pick out an interesting piece of family history, which you want to tell your friend.
Ex. 4. Tell about your childhood. The following questions may help you.
1. What is your position in the family (the only child, the eldest, the youngest, the second of four, etc.)? 2. Who was your favorite relative when you were a child? Why? 3. Which toy did you like most? 4. Who did you play with? 5. What did you hate eating? 6. What's your most vivid memory of the house or flat where you grew up? 7. What smells or sounds can you recall from your childhood? 8. What's your earliest memory of your life?   9. Describe your favorite photo from your childhood. 10. What was your favorite age? Why? 11. Tell about: a) something that disap​pointed you once you were a child; b) an event from your childhood that makes you smile now when you think about it. 12. Do you agree that child​hood is the happiest time in your life? Why? Why not?
Ex. 5. Read the text and answer the questions after it.

Text B

There are different kinds of families. Family size can be regulated by tradition, religion or by standard of living.

In old Russia, in many parts of Asia children must help their parents by working in the fields with them.

Parents rely on their children to take care of them when they are elderly because they live in a poor society and have little chance to save for retirement.

And what society is considered to be poor? Where people consume most of what they produce and can’t save money. In such conditions infant mortality is high, children don’t survive infancy and so don’t reach adulthood. Thus, the parents are forced to have 7, 8 or more children hoping that 3 or 4 of them may survive infancy and reach adulthood.

But important improvements in health care have made longer life possible:

1. We have better ways to provide people with clean water and sanitary living conditions. 

2. Better medical treatment has extended people’s lives.

So, all these improvements in health and a decline in infant mortality have led to a decline in the birth rate. Parents realize now that they don’t need to have so many children just to insure that some will reach maturity.

Questions:

1. What factors determine the size of the family? 2. Why do parents rely on their children? 3. Why do some parents have many children? 4. What has extended lifespan? 5. Do you think that family size can be regulated? 

Ex. 6. Look through the following text and note down the reasons why:
a) the author thinks it must be awful to be the only child;

b) the author supposes there are some advantages too;

c) the author thinks big families are better.

Text С
I Prefer a Big Family
I've got one brother – Roland. He's all right, I suppose, but I wish I had more brothers and sisters. I think it must be awful to be an only child. An only child is often spoilt – they get everything they want from their parents all the time. And then sometimes they're a bit shy or at least not very socia​ble because they're not used to being with other people. Well, I suppose there are some advantages too. I mean, you get lots of attention and time from your parents and you don't have to share everything with the other children. But I think big families are better. A big family teaches the older children how to look after the younger ones and that's a good thing. All the big families I know are always friendly and good fun. Of course, it's more expensive to look after a big family – so money can be a problem. Personally I think the ideal family size is four. I'd like to have a sister and two brothers. That would be nice. Roland's OK though. He's nineteen now – two years older than me. He's tall, dark with black wavy hair and brown eyes. Some of my friends say he's good-looking but I don't know about that. He's very quiet and rather serious. He reads a lot and likes fishing. Last year, he started helping in our local youth club. The younger children like him very much. He organized two summer trips for them.
The person in my family who I get on best is my cousin Ellie.
She's really great. She's a year older than me – she is 18. She's got long, straight, fair hair. She's of medium height and quite slim. She's very pretty too. I stay with Ellie's family in summer. We go cycling a lot – round the country​side. We go dancing too. Ellie likes the same kind of music as I do. She had to take her exams again last year – but she passed them the sec​ond time. Then she left school and she got a job in a bank. She's changed quite a bit since she started working at the bank. She's made a lot of new friends and she goes out a lot more in the evenings now.
Ex. 7. Choose the sentence that doesn't contradict the sentence from the text.
1. Some of my friends say he's good-looking but I don't know about that.
a) The author doesn't find his brother good-looking.
b) Roland's brother has never thought of his brother's appearance.

c) The author doesn't know what good-looking people look like.

2. She had to take her exams again last year – but she passed them the sec​ond time.
a) Ellie didn't take her exams only once.

b) Ellie wanted to take her exams again last year.

c) She passed exams twice.

Ex. 8. Fill in the missing parts of the sentences.
1.
I think
family size is four.
2. He is
now,
years
than me.

3. He started
in our
.

4. The person in my family who I
is my cousin Ellie.

5. She's
height and 
slim.

6. She's changed
.

7. She's
a lot of friends and she
a lot
.

Ex. 9. Write a paragraph about advantages and disadvantages of a big/small family.
Ex. 10. Fill in the gaps with the necessary information and speak about your family.

Our family is large (small, not very large). We are the family of seven (two, three, four, five, six): my mother, my father, my grandmother, my grandfather, my sister, my brother and I. My mother's name is … She is … years old. She is a teacher (a doctor, a worker, an engineer). She is a very nice, kind and clever woman. My father's name is ... He is ... years old. He is a worker (a teacher, an engineer, a doctor, a businessman). He is rather tall and strong. He is a man of strong character  – and all of us love him very much. My grandmother's name is ... She is ... years old. She does not work now, she is a pensioner, but she has a lot of work to do about the house. All of us try to help her. My grandfather' s name is... He is... years old. He is a pensioner too. My brother and sister are students (pupils). Their names are ...  . They are older (younger) than me. We are a very good family. We love each other very much. In the evenings, when all the members of our family get together after work and study, we like to watch TV, to read books and newspapers, to talk about different things and to discuss all our problems together. When the weather is good we sometimes go for a walk. We have a small house in the country with a garden and a kitchen-garden. There is much work there and on week-ends we go there and work and have rest all together.

Ex. 11. There are some proverbs about family and family life. Match the proverbs with their Russian equivalents. Choose one of the proverbs and make up a short story.

	1) East or West home is best.
	a) Брак – это лотерея.

	2) Men make houses, women make homes.
	b) Маленькие детки – маленькие бедки, большие детки – большие бедки.

	3) Every Jack must have his Jill.
	c)  Каков отец, таков и сын

	4) Marriage is a lottery.
	d) У каждой семьи есть своя семейная тайна. Из избы сору не выноси.

	5) Like father, like son.
	e) В гостях хорошо, а дома лучше.

	6) Little children, little sorrow, big children, big sorrow.
	f) Всякая невеста для своего жениха родится.

	7) Every family has a skeleton in the cupboard.
	g) Кровь не вода. Свой своему поневоле брат.

	8) Blood is thicker than water.
	h) Мужчины создают дома, а женщины – семейный уют.


Ex. 12.  Tasks for Discussion:
1. Topic for discussion: “Your ideal wife/husband.”

Prompts: intelligent, pretty, loves children, is satisfied with what he/she has, inspires love and is able to do so for many years; generous (великодушный), understanding, doesn't create additional problems for a spouse, has sense of humor, is always interesting, is a friend.
2. Say what you think about the following: the professional level of the wife is higher than that of the husband. 

Prompts: nothing special, modern women have equal rights with men, wouldn't like to be in that husband's place, much depends on the wife's behavior.

3. You may hope to build a marriage as successful as that of your parents. Give your reasons if this is so.

4. The optimal model of behavior for two people who love each other. What is your opinion? 
Prompts: each married couple ought to work out such a model for themselves, this model is optimal for an individu​al couple only, the relations between the two spouses depend on individual traits of their characters.
5. Tolstoy said that all happy families are alike. But what is a general portrait of a happy married couple? 

Prompts: married because they loved each other, from the very beginning refuse to be dependent on their parents, plan their expenses together, both take part in housekeeping, their views on child upbringing are the same, prefer to spend their leisure time together, find each other as attractive as they did before marriage. 

5. “Love in a cottage” (с милым рай и в шалаше) is a popular expression. Explain how you understand this expression. Do you agree with it? Ground your opinion.
Ex. 13. Project work. Explore the lives of some very famous families. In your presentations try to specify if these family ties were strength​ened by blood, by obligation, by necessity, by desire, by love.
UNIT 2
I'm a Student
Topical Vocabulary

1)  to make the right choice – сделать правильный выбор;

2)  to be lucky – быть счастливым, удачливым, иметь везение;

3)  to accept — принимать:

4)  enrolment – зачисление;

5) identification card – студенческий билет;

6) record book – зачетка;

7) training course – период обучения;
8) full-time students – студенты стационара;
9) academic year – учебный год;
10)  term – семестр;

11)  to attend – посещать;

12)  practical classes – практические занятия;

13)  to participate – участвовать;
14)  to fulfill written assignments – выполнять письменные задания;
15)  credit test – зачет;

16)  curriculum – учебный план, курс обучения, программа;

17)  a period – урок;

18)  to acquire professional skills – приобретать профессиональные навыки;
19)  to evaluate – оценивать;

20)  term paper – курсовая работа;

21)  mark –  оценка;

22)  state grant – стипендия;

23)  aptitude for research – склонность к исследованиям;
24)  postgraduate – аспирантура;

25)  tutor –  преподаватель;

Ex. 1. Read the text.

Text A
I study at the Belarusian Agricultural Academy, I think I've made the right choice. It has an excellent reputation and I was very lucky to be ac​cepted by it. After the enrolment I got my identification card and record book and may fully enjoy all the rights of a student.

Now I am a first- year student of the Agronomy De​partment. 

The Academy training course for full-time students lasts 5 years. The semester system divides the academic year into two terms. During a semester students must attend lectures and practical classes and prepare for them regularly, participate actively in seminars, fulfill written assignments, do laboratory work. Students take credit tests and examinations at the end of each term. The examination period lasts approximately 3 weeks. 
 As far as the curriculum is concerned, there are usually three or four pe​riods each day. The beginning is at 8 o'clock. Most students live in hostels not far from the Academy, and it takes them ten minutes to get there.

First and second-year students take classes in a number of general and basic subjects: higher mathematics, chemistry, biology, social sciences and foreign languages. At our Department we study one of the three foreign lan​guages: English, French, German. We read & translate texts, retell newspa​per articles and do a lot of grammar exercises during the English classes.
Later, usually beginning with the third year, students take classes in their special subjects and engage in practical training in the field of their specialization. Professional skills are acquired at the laboratories and the experimental fields of the Academy.

Students’ progress is evaluated through oral or written tests, through participation in class discussions, through term papers, credit tests and a final examination in each course. If students do well and receive good and excellent marks they are given state grants.

Upon completion of the academic program and practical training students write their diploma papers and prove them in the State Examining Board. Those students who have aptitude for research usually take postgraduate course. 
 We have all opportunities to spend our free time here at the Academy. 

As to cultural and recreational activities at the Academy, they are quite various, and to a great extent arranged by students themselves. They participate in concerts, parties, discos, in the variety of folk orchestras, in the choreographic ensembles, in the vocal music group, etc.

Many students do sports: volley-ball, basket-ball, skiing, skating and others.

The advantage of the Academy being placed in such a small town as Gorki is that it's only a short walk from the fabulous scenery. It's a wonder​ful place in winter, and in summer we can swim in the lakes and explore the countryside.  I'll leave the Academy with a good impression of Gorki and the rich experience of having met and studied with so many interesting people. 

Ex. 1. Answer the following questions.

1. Why did you decide to study at the Academy? 2. What entrance examinations did you have to pass to enter the Academy? When did you take them? 3. What papers identify your student status?  4. Do you pay for your tuition? 5. What year student are you? 6. What faculty do you study at?      7. What subjects do you study at the Academy? (What subjects is your curriculum split into?) 8. What are your favorite subjects? 9. In what year do students begin to take their special subjects? 10. When do you take examinations? 11. How do you spend your free time? 12. Do you often go to concerts, parties or discos held at the Academy? 13. Do you take part in their arrangement? 14. What do you think about the advantage of the Academy being placed in a small town like Gorki?
Ex. 2. Complete the sentences using the active vocabulary:
1. I think I've made the right choice because the Academy has an
.
2. I was lucky
by the Academy. 

3. After the enrolment I got ___ . 

4. Now I am a first- year student of ___ . 

5. The academic year is ___ into two terms. 

6. During a semester students must ___ . 

7. Students take classes in a number of general and basic subjects:___ . 

8. Professional skills are acquired at ___ . 

9. If students do well they receive ___ . 

10. Students participate in ___ . 

11. The advantage of the Academy being placed in such a small town as Gorki is that ___ .

Ex. 3. Reproduce the episodes using the plan below:
a)  reasons for your decision to study at the Academy;

b)  the subjects you study;

c)  the organization of studies (the curriculum);

d)  your free time and your friends;

e)  the placement of the Academy;

f)  your plans for the future.

Ex. 4. Read the text and answer the question: “Do you agree with Agatha that good education is a part of intellectual culture and a mirror of your brain abilities?”

Text B

A Mirror of Your Brain’s Abilities

I’m going to be a psychologist, so I chose the Psychology Department at Moscow University for the Humanities. When the academic year began, I got the necessary textbooks, and was surprised when I saw a mathematics course. I couldn’t understand why? I couldn’t agree with the idea that mathematics is a necessary subject for everybody. Of course, I should know the methods of statistics to work with data gained from research; but knowing these methods one can do the rest simply by using a calculator, not one’s brain.

But then the classes began. Our first seminar was in sociology. In my opinion, sociology is not a science – it is simply the result of the observations, not experiments. After reading a lot of books on psychology while still at school, I managed to find answers to half of the questions our teacher put to us, though I didn’t read the textbooks at all. Some other students couldn’t say a word on the subject, though they read the textbooks. I asked myself for the first time: why?

I got the answer at the next seminar – the basics of the profession. Our psychology teacher explained to us what we were going to study and why. When he told us about mathematics, most students demonstrated their loathing for this subject. Many of us hated maths classes at school, and choosing a career were careful to find a profession where, we thought, we would never more have to deal with equations and logarithms. But when the maths classes began, I suddenly understood that mathematics is the mirror of your brain’s abilities.

You shouldn’t think that I like the subject very much. And I have no great illusion about my brain’s abilities. I also cannot say that I always have high marks in maths. I am lazy, I often don’t do my homework; I don’t always come to the classes. I even do not always understand what our teacher says. But I’m certain that if a person knows how to prove one theorem, he has a method to prove many others. It’s a matter of logic, which is a part of intellectual culture. At the university, the professors teach us not to add two and two; they want us to use our brains.

                                                                                                  By Agatha,

                                                                                 1st year MUH student

Ex. 5. According to the text, which of the following is NOT true?
1. Mathematics is a part of intellectual culture.

2. If a person knows how to prove one theorem, he will be able to prove any others.

3. Practice proving theorems helps to defend your opinion in any argument.

4. Maths is the mirror of one’s logical thought.

Ex. 6. Write a short essay about your studies using the following expressions.

I’m going to be….;  to choose … department;  when the academic year began; to get the necessary textbooks;  a necessary subject for everybody;  I should know … to work with …; the classes began;  our first seminar was in …; in my opinion;  our … teacher explained to us what we were going to study and why;  I hated … classes at school; … is the mirror of your brain’s abilities; I like (dislike) the subject very much;  I have (no) great illusion about my brain’s abilities; I always have high marks in … at school;  I am (am not) lazy; I often (don’t) do my homework; I (don’t) always come to the classes;  the professors teach us …; they want us to use our brains.

Ex. 7. Read the text below and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only one word in each space.

Education as the Starting Point of Your Career

Education consists (1) ___ knowledge and skills obtained (2) ___ studying. It is the most important, necessary and useful thing (3) ___our life.

This year I (4) ___ taking final exams. To my mind it’s time to choose my specialization. I think this choice (5) ___ determine my future life. And now I often hear questions like “What do you want to be when you graduate from school?” and “Where would you like to study (6) ___?” I don’t think that it’s easy to make the right choice of a job, (7) ___ nowadays there is a great variety of different professions and every year new kinds of occupations appear. In order to make the right choice I should find (8) ___all I can about the professions I’m interested in. Today there are many educational centers where you can get higher education, and it’s up to you to decide where you (9) ___ like to study. There are different ways to do it.

At present one of the most important source of information is the Internet. With its help one can contact recruiting services all (10) ___ the world and get information about the current trends in the career market. It means that one should take (11) ___account the demand (12) ___ professions in the next few years.

In choosing a career, I need to talk it (13) ___ with my parents. Perhaps the best way to prepare for any job is to get good education at school. I think all subjects taught at school are useful and necessary because they improve your mind, develop skills and abilities, and I can’t be very sure (14) ___ will happen in the future, because life in the world brings great changes every day.

Ex. 8. Before reading Text C give the Russian equivalents of the following word combinations:

a smaller friendly environment, with easy reach of London, to welcome students, a broad mixture of school leavers and mature students of all ages, a part-time basis, people who live locally, a good balance between practical work and theory, a wide range of subjects, a great deal of support and help, facilities for students, a couple minutes walk from campus, to have support from both staff and students, an excellent place to study.

Ex. 9. Read the text and answer the question: “Why does Hannah think that Canterbury College is an excellent place to study?”

Text C

Hannah Brunker, 22, from London, is in the third year of a Social Science Psychology Course

I came to Canterbury Christ Church College because I liked the idea of a smaller friendly environment rather than a big anonymous institution. I chose to come there because I like Canterbury very much. It is a nice area and a friendly college with easy reach of London. The college is very compact, well organized and equipped. Founded by the Church of England 36 years ago, it continues to welcome students of all faiths. 

The students in the college are a broad mixture of school leavers and mature students of all ages. Many courses are also offered on a part-time basis to people who live locally. The college in general is very friendly and helpful. The science lectures are informative and well-structured with a good balance between practical work and theory.  The lecturers are brilliant and always have time for their students. I have learnt a wide range of subjects within my course and have had a great deal of support and help from my lecturers.

Canterbury is very much a student city. In addition to the college there are two other higher education institutions. There are many facilities for students from bookshops to museums, pubs, clubs and wine bars.

If you like sport, this is the place to be! There are clubs for just about everything and a great gym. There are many sport clubs and societies including: aerobics, athletics, darts, hockey, karate, swimming, table tennis, volleyball and others. Students have the opportunity of participating in the following activities: boxing, diving, golf, horse riding, rowing, judo. There is a public swimming pool and leisure center only a couple minutes walk from campus.

There is also a number of music societies, such as Folk Club, Jazz Club which has support from both staff and students. The college has its own radio station, which broadcasts to all campus halls. As you see it’s an excellent place to study!  

Ex. 10. Retell Hannah’s story. The following questions will help you.

1. What year student is Hannah?

2. Where does she study?

3. What course does she follow?

4. Why did she come to Canterbury college?

5. When was the college founded?

6. What students are there in the college?

7. Does the college offer courses on a part-time basis?

8. Is the quality of teaching high?

9. Are there any other higher education institutions in Canterbury?

10. What facilities for students are there?

11. What sport sections and clubs are offered?

12. What music societies are there?

13. Why is the college an excellent place to study?

Ex. 11. Read the text. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in the space in the same line.

Is it necessary to be a Jack of all trades?

	If you can do one thing (1) ___ and many things 
	EXCELLENT

	well you will have a chance to get a (2) ___ and
	PROMISE

	well-(3) ___ job. It’s necessary to be a jack of all
	PAY

	trades and to take an (4) ___ part in different 
	ACT

	(5) ___, Olympiads, seminars – not only in one
	COMPETE

	subject. Even if you are (6) ___ good at languages,
	PARTICULAR

	it is also necessary to test (7) ___ in math, physics 
	YOU

	or  (8) ___. As you know, one of the most popular
	CHEMIST

	(9) ___ is “Knowledge is power”. As for me, 
	SAY

	I’d like to enter a (10) ___ institute or university.
	LINGUIST

	I’d like and I’ll do my (11) ___ to enter one of the
	GOOD

	institutes or universities, which are (12) ___ for 
	FAME

	their  (13) ___ to provide a successful future by 
	ABLE

	giving  their students self- (14) ___, a good
	CONFIDENT

	academic background, profound (15) ___, and
	KNOW

	perhaps the most important thing – (16) ___ contacts.
	USE


UNIT 3

Belarusian agricultural academy

Topical Vocabulary

1) school of higher learning – высшее учебное заведение (вуз);

2) research work – исследовательская работа;

3) plant breeding – растениеводство;

4) freshmen – первокурсники;

5) pedigree cattle farm – животноводческая ферма;

6) repair shops – ремонтные мастерские;

7) printing house – типография;

8) assis​tant professor – доцент;

9) scholarship –  стипендия;

10) extra-mural department  – заочное отделение;

11) hostel accommodation –  место в общежитии;

12) curriculum – учебный план;

13) undergraduates – студенты последнего курса;

14)  to defend diploma paper – защищать дипломную работу;

15) vocational practice – производственная практика;

16) examiners' body – экзаменационная комиссия;

17) aptitude for research – склонность к научной работе;

18) internal student –  студент очного отделения;

19) external student – студент заочник;

20) amateur activities – художественная самодеятельность.

21) junior colleges – младшие, или местные, двухгодичные колледжи, обучение в которых рассчитано на удовлетворение местных нужд в специалистах;

22) tuition fee – плата за обучение;

23) sophomore – студент второго курса;

24) junior – студент третьего курса;

25) senior – студент четвертого курса;

26) technical institutes – технические институты,  которые не присваивают степеней бакалавров; после двух- или трехгодичного курса дают квалификацию техников;

27)  fraternity (от греч. frater – a brother) – братство, община;

      28)  sorority (от греч. soror – a sister) – (амер.) университетский женский  клуб.
      Ex. 1. Answer the following questions.

1. What is the full name of our Academy?

2. What is the date of its foundation?

3. How many faculties are there at the Academy?

4. What is there at the Academy for successful studies?

Ex. 2. Read the text and do the exercises that follow. 

Text A

The Belarusian Agricultural Academy is one of the oldest higher agri​cultural establishments in the Republic of Belarus.
The history of our higher educational institution dated back to the year of 1840 when the agricultural school was founded.

In 1848 it was reformed into an agricultural institute with the university rights and structure and in 1925 it was reformed into the Belarusian Agricultural Academy. It was the first educational establishment of such a type on the territory of modern Belarus. The Belarusian Agricultural Academy became the main center for training specialists in the sphere of agriculture.
Research work became one of the main directions. Today the Academy is known as one of the leading higher schools in the development of new types of agricultural machines, in the field of biotechnology, plant breeding and selection, the protection of ecologically clean produce. 

About 1000 freshmen are enrolled every year in nine faculties: agron​omy department, agricultural ecological department, zoo-engineering de​partment, land use planning department, farm mechanization department, hydro melioration and construction faculty, economics department and business and law, bookkeeping department. 

The Academy comprises more than 50 chairs, an experimental farm, a pedigree cattle farm, experimental fields, repair shops and a printing house. 

It has 16 study buildings and 12 students’ hostels, well-equipped laboratories and classrooms, a botanical garden, a stadium with a gym and a winter swimming pool. 

The library of the Academy has a big collection of books, more than a mil​lion. There are many textbooks, a lot of books on different specialties and also Russian and foreign technical journals there. 

There are 800 teachers at our Academy, among them there are professors, Doctors of Science, assis​tant professors, Candidates of Science. They give lectures and practical in​struction and carry out research work in different spheres of knowledge. 

More than ten thousand students study at the Academy.  A lot of students get scholarships, many of them are provided with hostel accommodation. 

There is an extra-mural department at the Academy too. From 1998 the Higher School of Agribusiness was set up to provide students with the second higher education. 

The Academic year is divided into 2 terms: winter and summer. Termi​nal examinations are held in January and June. Final exams are held at the end of the course of studies. Students have morning and afternoon classes. The period of study at the Academy lasts from 4 to 5 years. 

According to the Academic curriculum the 5-year period is divided into: 1) two years of general study when students are taught different subjects of general nature; 2) three years of professional training when students learn special subjects, quite necessary for the given profession. 

Each year students take oral tests and examinations. At the end of the 4th year undergraduates are sent for a few months to some agricultural enterprises in order to get practical skills in their future profession. Working there students start their work at a diploma paper. When the time of vocational practice is over students come back to the Academy. Here they get con​sultations of their professors on some vague items and get ready to defend their diploma paper in the presence of the examiners' body.
Gorki is very much a student town. Students spend their free time in different ways. Those students who have apti​tude for research take part in the work of Students' Scientific Society. Many students go in for sport. Those who are fond of poetry, singing or dancing take part in the amateur activities. They make good performances at the evening parties and amateur shows. 

The Academy has a good deal of contacts with foreign educational es​tablishments and it also co-operates with research institutes abroad. The Academy actively collaborates with the leading universities of many coun​tries in the world. Many delegations from the Netherlands, France, the USA, Germany, Poland and other countries visit the Academy.
Ex. 3. Say it in English.

Старейший сельскохозяйственный вуз; обучение; исследовательская работа; новая сельскохозяйственная техника;  в области растениеводства; экологически чистая продукция; учебные корпуса; студенческие общежития; заочное отделение; принимать участие; активно сотрудничать; книги по разным специальностям; читать лекции; вести исследовательскую работу; учебный план; получать практические навыки; защищать дипломную работу в присутствии экзаменационной комиссии; заниматься спортом. 

Ex, 4. Answer the following questions.
1. What educational establishment do you study at? 2. How many freshmen are enrolled every year? 3. What department do you study at?      4. Does the Academy have a big library? 5. How many students study at the Academy? 6. Is there an extra-mural department at the Academy? 7. When are terminal examinations held? 8. When do the students of the Academy have their practice? 9. Are you a member of the Students' Scientific Soci​ety? 10. Do you take part in the amateur activities? 11. Is it a good thing to leave home at the age of 18? What are the advantages and disadvantages? 12.  Does the Academy have contacts with other foreign educational establishments? 13. What do you like and dislike about studies at the Academy?
Ex. 5.  Ask all possible questions.

1. The Academy was founded in 1840.

2. There is a Correspondence department at the Academy.

3. Research work became one of the main directions.

4. Students can have their practical periods abroad.

5. The academy participates in international programs.

Ex. 6. Continue the following sentences:

1. The full name of our Academy is … .

2. The date of its foundation is … .

3. The Academy is famous for … .

4. There are 2  …  at the Academy – … .

5. The Academy has 16 … . 

6. There are 9 … at the Academy. They are … .

7. I am a … year student of the …department.

8.  I decided to get higher education because … .

9.  I’ll do my best to …
Ex. 7.  Give the beginning of the following sentences:
      1)…………..
in nine faculties.

2)
study at the Academy.
3) …………..
to provide students with the second higher education. 

4)
oral tests and examinations.
5)
for a few months to an agricultural enterprise.
6)
in social science and special subjects.
7)
with foreign educational establishments.
Ex. 8. Speak about the Academy using the following plan:
a)  the foundation;

b)  the departments and the equipment of the Academy;

c) the organization of studies;

d)  students' practice;

e) students' rest;

f) contacts with foreign educational establishments.
Ex. 9. Divide Text B into logical parts and make up the headlines for each part.


Text B

London Universities

London is the world centre of leading universities and institutes. Statistics shows that there are 40 higher education institutions, and more than 400,000 students study there, not counting those who are doing part-time language courses. It looks like London is divided by different universities. But not many people know that many of these are all parts of a federal mega uni​versity – the University of London, which is an unbelievably large and powerful cluster of 19 universities and twelve research insti​tutes. Today, in many cases, all the universities are treated separate​ly, i.e. they are different legal identities and can make decision not consulting with each other in areas regarding students' admission, for example. 
The University is so large, that it owns more than 180 build​ings in the Bloomsbury area alone. 

Approximately 5% of the total UK student population study in one of the colleges of the University of London. The student Un​ion owns the largest student newspaper in the world – “London Student”. It not only represents students' views, but also plays an important part in day-to-day life. For example, students can always get some financial help, information or advice on different issues there, like immigration or finding the right accommodation. Also, the University owns eight intercollegiate halls, in which places are offered to all first-year students. These are the places where the stu​dents start their new student lives and get to know each other.
The list of famous people who were members of the Univer​sity of London is very long: Alexander Flem​ing and Ernest Chain discovered penicillin; Alexander Graham Bell invented the phone, and Francis Crick discovered the structure of DNA with his colleagues. The list of famous politicians includes Nelson Mandela, John F. Kennedy and Mahatma Gandhi. 
The University of London is never ranked as one university as there are too many colleges and institutes within it, and some of them narrowly specialize in a particular subject. 
University of London is a unique place, as it combines so many students, researchers and lecturers, giving them a chance to coordi​nate their work and experience. In the academic world this experi​ence is priceless.
Ex. 10. Answer the questions.

1. How many education institutions are there in London? How many students study there? 2. Are all universities treated separately? 3. What is the largest university? 4. What famous alumni of London University can you name? 5. What are they famous for? 6. Why is London University a unique place?

Ex. 11. You are going to read the text about the system of higher education in the USA. In the United States of America there are two major divisions in the system of education – public and private schools, colleges and Universities. Do such divisions exist in your system of education? Can you give any examples of private educational establish​ments in your country?
Text С
There is no national system of higher education in the United States. In​stead, there are about 3,300 separate institutions ranging from two-year jun​ior colleges and technical institutes to universities. They may be small or large; rural or urban; private or public; religious or secular; highly selective or open to all.
Basically, American higher education developed its own pattern by the adaptation of two traditions: the collegiate tradition of England and the uni​versity tradition of the Continent.
The first universities were developed by private charitable organizations, many of which were religious bodies. The private universities are still very important. Of the nation's nearly 1,900 four-year institutions of higher learn​ing, 1,200 are privately controlled.
All higher educational establishments charge fees. It costs a lot of   money to study there. Today three out of every four American families ex​pect to send their children to college. How many actually do so? One out of four. Most of the rest simply can't afford it. The unhappy truth is that, like almost everything else, a college education is getting more expensive every year. Grants are rare, that is why two out of three college students take part-time jobs during the school year, during summer vacations, or both to pay for their studies.
The American college is an institution which has no counterpart in Europe. It offers courses of instruction over a four-year period, grants a Bachelor's degree and prepares the student for a job. As part of a university a college leads to a master's or doctor's degree. There are also many Junior Colleges to which students may be admitted at the end of their high school career, providing only the first two years of university work. They usually offer courses related to local industry, agriculture or crafts.
Obviously, with a total of 156 universities and more than two thousand colleges, there must be great differences in quality and reputation among them. The main universities are: California University, Catholic University of America, Cornell University, Harvard University, Johns Hopkins Univer​sity, Columbia University, Stanford University, Chicago University, Wis​consin University, Yale University. The best-known of all is Harvard, Mas​sachusetts, which was founded in 1636. There is much in common between Harvard and Yale, Connecticut, and together they occupy a position in American university life rather like Oxbridge in England.
The methods of instruction in the universities are lectures, discussions and work in laboratory. The academic year is usually of nine months dura​tion, or two semesters of four and a half months each.
Students are classified as freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. A peculiar feature of American college and university life is numerous stu​dents' unions, fraternities and sororities. The Greek alphabet is generally used in their names.
A great deal of  cultural and recreational life at a university is created by different kinds of students' clubs.
Ex. 12. Complete the sentences.
1. American higher education developed its own pattern by the adapta​tion of two traditions, those of
. 

2. American colleges and universities are either public or private, that is supported by public funds or
 ___ .
3. The American college is an institution which ___.

4. ___ occupy in American university life rather like Oxbridge in England. 

5. A peculiar fea​ture of an American college and university life is ___.
Ex. 13. Answer the questions.
1. Is there a national system of higher education in the USA? 2. What types of higher educational establishments are there in the USA? 3. Is col​lege education expensive? 4. What do you know about college in American universities? 5. Name the main American universities. 6. What are the methods of instructions in the universities? 7. How are students classified?     8. What organizations create cultural and recreational life at a university?
Ex. 14. Project Work. Working in libraries or using the Internet da​tabase prepare reports about famous graduates of the Academy who had great influence on agricultural science.
Ex. 15. Read the text and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only one word in each space.

Business Education is a Good Business

Today’s newspapers (1) ___ different orientations offer you so many different advertisements (2) ___ educational institutions that one can easily entirely get lost.   Many people today (3) ___ interested in Western education, wrongly thinking (4) ___ everything in the west is the very best.

But to get American university-level education today you (5) ___ not necessarily have to go overseas. Any English language newspaper these days has invitations (6) ___ you to the American University of Paris, or to European Union (7) ___ is a member of the American Assembly of Collegiate Schools of Business. In any of these universities you (8) ___ major in: International Affairs, Information Systems, Public Relations and Communications, Computer Studies and Hotel Management. And even if the word “business” (9) ___ not mentioned in the advertising notices, the emphasis today is put (10) ___ business education, which as they underline, is so important for and wanted (11) ___ tomorrow’s professionals. Teaching and learning business in any field (12) ___ become a very good and profitable business. 

Ex. 16. Read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which shouldn’t be there. If a line is correct, put a letter R. If a line has a word which shouldn’t be there, write the word.

Fulbright Scholars

	1
	With superpower tensions having growing after World War II,

	2
	Senator J. William Fulbright decided that having students study

	3
	and live in the other countries would help promote world peace.

	4
	“The best antidote for the poisonous relations between these

	5
	two giants is a large dose of cultural exchange,” he said.

	6
	In 1946 Congress had acted on his idea and created the

	7
	Fulbright Scholars program. The first exchange was took place

	8
	the next following year. A half century later, roughly 200,000

	9
	students from more than 140  countries have been taken part. 

	10
	The program’s alumni have become leaders throughout the

	11
	world. One former scholar, Harrison Schmitt, said that his

	12
	experience was studying  Norway’s fiords pushed him towards

	13
	a scientific career that eventually took him to the moon as a 

	14
	member of the Apollo 13 space team.


UNIT 4

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Topical Vocabulary

1) to occupy – занимать;

2) to consist – состоять; 

3) capital – столица;

4) state – государство;

5) to be situated – быть расположенным;

6) to separate – отделять (ся);

7) population – население;

8) constitutional monarchy – конституционная монархия;

9) monarch – монарх, правитель;

10) king – король;

11) queen – королева;

12) to reign – управлять, править;

13) chamber – палата;

14) House of Lords – палата лордов;

15) House of Commons – палата общин;

16) bill – законопроект;

17) engaged – занятый, заинтересованный;

18) to be subdivided – подразделяться;

19) to broadcast – передавать по радио;

20) the Commonwealth – Содружество; 
21) settlements – поселения;

22) mountains – горы;

23) valley – долина;

24) bagpipe – волынка;

25) pasture – пастбище;

26) oil refining enterprises – нефтеперерабатывающие предприятия;

27) steel production – сталелитейная промышленность;

28) inhabitants – жители;

29) cliff – утес;

30) empire – империя.

Ex. 1. Read the text.
Text A
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the UK) occupies most of the territory of the British Isles. It consists of four main parts which are: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Their capitals are London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast. 
The UK is an island state: it is composed of some 5,500 islands, large and small. 

   The UK is one of the world's smaller countries (it is twice smaller than France or Spain), with an area of some 244,100 square kilometers. The UK is situated off the west coast of Europe between the Atlantic Ocean on the northwest and the North Sea on the east and is separated from the European continent by the English Channel (or La Manche) and the Strait of Dover (or Pas de Calais). 

The population of the United Kingdom is nearly 59 million people. English is not the only language which people use in the UK. English is the official language. 

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. This means that it has a monarch (a king or a queen). The monarch reigns with the support of Parliament. Parliament consists of two chambers known as the House of Commons and the House of Lords. In reality, only the House of Commons has true power. It is here that new bills are introduced and debated. If the majority of the members are in favor of a bill it goes to the House of Lords to be debated and finally to the monarch to be signed. Only then it becomes law. Although a bill must be supported by all three bodies, the House of Lords only has limited power, and the monarch has not refused to sign any bill since the modern political system began over 200 years ago.
The largest cities of Great Britain are: London, Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Bristol, Leeds, Edinburgh. The most important ports are: London, Liverpool, Southampton, Belfast, Glasgow and Cardiff. 

Geographically, the island of Great Britain is subdivided into two main regions – Lowland Britain and Highland Britain. The chief rivers of Great Britain are the Severn and the Thames. There are many lakes in Great Britain. 

A very broad range of cultural activities exist in Britain. Many Britons engaged in the arts and media enjoy international reputations. The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is: one of the three public bodies responsi​ble for television and radio. BBC World Service broadcasts by radio world​wide in English and 37 other languages.
 Once the British Empire included a large number of countries all over the world ruled by Britain. The process of decolonization began in 1947 with the independence of India, Pakistan and Ceylon. Now, apart from a few small islands, there is no longer an empire. An association of former members of the British Empire and Britain was founded in 1949. It is called the Commonwealth. It includes many countries such as Burma, the Sudan, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and others. The Queen of Great Britain is also the Head of the Commonwealth, and so the Queen of Canada, Australia, New Zealand.

Ex. 2.  True or False?

1. The UK is composed of more than 5,000 islands.

2. The UK is twice smaller than France.

3. The population of the United Kingdom is over 67 million people.

4. English is the only language which people use in the UK.

5. The United Kingdom is a parliamentary monarchy.

6. Parliament consists of the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

7. Only the House of Lords has true power.

8. The Commonwealth includes many countries such as Burma, the Sudan, Canada, Australia, France, New Zealand and others.

Ex. 3. Answer the questions.

1. Where is the United Kingdom situated? 2. What islands do the British Isles consist of?  3. What ocean and seas are the British Isles washed by?    4. How many parts does the Island of Great Britain consist of and what are they called? 5. What is the population of Great Britain? 6. What city is the capital of the U.K.? 7.  What kind of state is Great Britain? 8. What are the largest cities of Great Britain? 9. What regions is Great Britain divided into? 10. What are the chief rivers of Great Britain? 11. Are there many lakes in Great Britain? 12. What countries does the Commonwealth include?

Ex. 4. Read the following text and do the quiz after it.

Text B
The Four Lands
The country occupies the British Isles in the Atlantic Ocean, this is the largest archipelago of Europe. It is named Great Britain after the name of the largest archipelago island. Sometimes the country is also called England after the name of its main historical part. The Kingdom structure includes four his​torical areas: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. It is possible to say that they are four independent countries with particular culture and tradi​tions. Although the official language of Great Britain is the English language, other national languages such as Scottish, Irish and Welsh are spoken in every historical region.
England is the largest and the most densely populated part of Great Britain. The greater part of the population of the country lives there. Main factories and plants work in old English cities such as Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool. Automobiles, planes, ships are produced there. Fish​ery, an important industry, is rather developed due to the geographical posi​tion of England. There are many rivers in England, the most important is cer​tainly, the Thames. In the south of England several ancient settlements and remains of ancient monuments were discovered. Stonehenge is one of those monuments, it consists of huge stones, which were used for astronomical ob​servations and determination of a season.
Scotland is a land of mountains, lakes, beautiful valleys. It is the northern part of Great Britain and the most sparsely populated. Most people associate Scotland with such national things, as a kilt, men's skirt, bagpipe, a national instrument of this region. Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland, it is associated with the names of Byron, Conan Doyle, Stevenson and others. This city is also famous for its International musical and theatrical festival, which is carried out here annually since 1947. But Scotland is also a country of factories and ports as well. Computers, several plastic items, precision instruments and other goods are manufactured there. The Scottish city Aberdeen is the “petro​leum capital” of the country.
Northern Ireland is a land of fields, pastures and gardens, it is the smallest part of Great Britain, which has been a British colony for 7 centuries. Only in 1949 Ireland was proclaimed an independent state. Three economic directions are widely represented in Northern Ireland: agriculture, textile industry and shipbuilding.
Wales is the most mountainous part of Great Britain. Coal is extracted here, there are chemical and oil refining enterprises, factories of steel production, plants of non-ferrous metallurgy. Vegetables, potatoes are cultivated in vil​lage areas of Wales, sheep-breeding is advanced there too. Cardiff is the largest city of Wales, it is the capital of the country. It is an important indus​trial centre and a large port. The inhabitants of Wales, especially in the coun​try, take a great interest in folklore music. 

Ex. 5. Quiz. Which of the four lands

1) is the largest part of Great Britain?

2) has an ancient monument Stonehenge? 

3) is the most sparsely populated?

4) is rich in petroleum?

5) is the most densely populated part of Great Britain?

6) has been a British colony for 7 centuries?

7) is a land of fields, pastures and gardens?

8) is the smallest part of Great Britain?

9) is the most mountainous part of Great Britain?

10) is associated with the names of Byron, Conan Doyle and Stevenson? 

11) is a land of mountains, lakes, beautiful valleys?

12) is the northern part of Great Britain?

13) is the main historical part of Great Britain?

14) is famous for its International music and theatrical festival?

Ex. 6. 1)Read the following text and choose a heading for each part.

2) Each part of the text contains a false statement about Britain. Underline these statements. 

Text C

Population, Oxbridge, An Island State, the Commonwealth

__________________________A___________________________

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland occupies all the territory of the British Isles. It consists of four main parts which are England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Their capitals are London, Edinburg, Cardiff and Belfast.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is the official name of the state which is sometimes referred to as Great Britain or Britain. But there is one more name: Albion. Two thousand years ago, in the year BC 55, Julius Caesar struggling forward on his galley to the unknown land saw white cliffs. “The land behind them must be white too. We shall call it “Albion”, said he. “Alba” in Latin means white, and the name Albion remains to this day. 

__________________________B___________________________

The population of the UK is nearly 59 million people. The population leaves mostly in towns and cities and their suburbs. Four out of every five people live in towns. The population has remained relatively stable but has aged.

English is the only language people use in the UK. English is the official language. Besides standard literary English there are many regional and social dialects. A well-known example is cockney of East Londoners.

__________________________C___________________________

Once the British Empire included a large number of countries all over the world ruled by Britain. The process of decolonization began in 1947 with the independence of India, Pakistan and Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). Now, apart from Hong Kong and a few small islands, there is no longer and empire. But the UK tried not to lose influence over its former colonies. An association of former members of the British Empire and Britain was founded in 1949. It is called the Commonwealth. It includes many countries such as Ireland, the Sudan, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and others. Though the Queen of Great Britain is the Head of the Commonwealth she is not the Queen of Canada, Australia and New Zealand, as many people think.

__________________________D___________________________

Oxford and Cambridge are the oldest and most prestigious universities in Great Britain. They are often called collectively Oxbridge. But universities are independent. Most of their students have graduated from public schools.

The universities are only for men. Many great men studied at Cambridge, among them Roger Bacon, the philosopher, Oliver Cromwell, the soldier, Newton, the scientist, and Kapitsa, the famous Russian physicist. 

Ex. 7. Some interesting facts about Britain.

Drinking in an English Bar

In England, in pubs or bars, you can have drinks but you are not allowed to get drunk; and in Scotland you are on the wrong side of the law if you are drunk.

The “Tube”

In London the tube route from Leicester Square to Covent Garden is the most popular tube route for tourists despite the fact that it is actually quicker to cover this distance on foot!

The 409 escalators in the London subway cover a distance every week which is approximately equivalent to several trips around the globe!

Royal Eccentrics

The Queen of England, who once enjoyed extensive powers and authority over almost the whole world, and despite all her present majesty and glory, is not allowed to enter the House of Commons simply because she is not its member!

And in medieval England even animals were tried in royal courts and punished for damages they inflicted on people or their properties!

Tea Drinking

The English are tea addicts: an Englishman drinks more tea than any person of any other nation (over twenty times more than Americans!).

Big Ben is not a clock

Contrary to popular belief that Big Ben refers to the world famous clock, it is actually the name of the thirteen ton bell. The tower itself is known as St. Stephen’s Tower.

London, London

Did you know that London had many names in the past? It was called Londonium during the Roman Invasion, Ludenwic in Saxon times, and Ludenburg during the kingdom of Alfred the Great.

 The London Eye is the tallest observation wheel in the world and each rotation takes about 30 minutes.

The River Thames, which flows through London, has over 200 bridges and 20 tunnels.

UNIT 5

London
Topical Vocabulary

1) urban –городской;

2) to dominate – доминировать;

3) to extend – простираться;

4) Stock Exchange – фондовая биржа;

5) market – рынок;

6) wealth – богатство; 

7) luxury – роскошь;

8) to depend upon – зависеть от;

9) quarter – квартал;

10) crowning and burial place – место коронования и захоронения;

11) traffic – транспорт;

12) to found – основать;

13) ravens – вороны;

14) to be guarded by – охраняться;

15) to protect – защищать.

 Ex. 1. Read the text.
Text A
Modern London is not one city that has steadily become larger through the centuries; it is a number of cities, towns, and villages that have, during the past centuries, grown together to make one vast urban area.
London is situated upon both banks of the River Thames, it is the largest city in Britain and one of the largest in the world. Its population is about 7 million people.
London dominates the life of Britain. It is the chief port of the country and the most important commercial, manufacturing and cultural centre. There is little heavy industry in London, but there is a wide range of light industry in Greater London.
London consists of three parts: the City of London, the West End and the East End.
The City extends over an area of about 2.6 square kilometers in the heart of London. About half a million people work in the City but less than 6,000 live here. It is the financial centre of the UK with many banks, offices and Stock Exchange, but the City is also a market for goods of almost every kind, from all parts of the world.
The West End can be called the centre of London. Here are the historical palaces as well as the famous parks. Hyde Park with its Speaker's Corner is also here. Among other parks are Kensington Gardens, St. James's Park. In the West End there is Buckingham Palace, which is the Queen's residence, and the Palace of Westminster which is the seat of Parliament.
The best-known streets of London are Whitehall with important gov​ernment offices, Downing Street, the London residence of Prime Minister and the place where the Cabinet meets. Fleet Street where most newspapers have their offices, Harley Street where the highest-paid doctors live, and some others.
The name “West End” came to be associated with wealth, luxury, and goods of high quality. It is the area of the largest department stores, cinemas and hotels. There are about 40 theatres, several concert halls, many muse​ums including the British, and the best art galleries.
It is in the West End where the University of London is centered with Bloomsbury as London's student quarter.
Trafalgar Square is so-named in commemoration of Nelson's great vic​tory. In the middle stands the famous Nelson Column with the Statue of Nelson 170 feet high so as to allow him a view of the sea. The column stands in the geographical centre of the city.
One of the “musts” of the sightseer are the Houses of Parliament, facing the Thames, on the one side, and the Parliament Square and Westminster Ab​bey, on the other. The House of Commons sits to the side of the Clock Tower (Big Ben), the House of Lords – to the Victoria Tower side.
Westminster Abbey is the crowning and burial place of British monarchs. It has its world famous Poet's Corner with memorials to Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, the Bronte sisters, Tennyson, Longfellow, Word-worth, Burns, Dickens, Thackeray, Hardy, Kipling and other leading writ​ers. Only a few, however, are actually buried there.
Here is the touching symbol of a nation's grief, the Grave of the Unknown Warrior.
The Port of London is to the east of the City. Here today are kilometers and kilometers of docks, and the great industrial areas that depend upon shipping. This is the East End of London, formerly unattractive in appearance, but now changing because of the introduction of new industries and very expensive housing.

Ex. 2. Match the words.

	1) historical
	a) parks

	2) crowning
	b) appearance

	3) famous
	c) place

	4) unattractive
	d) quarter

	5) vast
	e) center

	6) student
	g) people

	7) touching
	h) victory 

	8) national
	i) area

	9) geographical
	j) symbol

	10) great
	k) center


Ex. 3. Match the antonyms.

	1) to allow
	a) poverty

	2) light
	b) narrow

	3) wealth
	c) unknown

	4) beautiful
	d) to ban

	5) wide
	e) rural

	6) famous
	f) heavy

	7) urban
	g) unattractive

	8) joy
	h) old

	9) new
	i) cheap

	10) expensive
	j) grief


Ex. 4. Complete the sentences.
1. London ___upon both banks of the River Thames.
2. There is little  ___in London,
but there is a wide range of ___ in it.

3.
The City ___ over an area of about 2.6. square kilometers in the heart of London.
4. Trafalgar Square is so-named in ___ of Nelson's great victory.

5. Westminster Abbey is the ___ place of British monarchs.

6. The name “West End” ___ with wealth, luxury, and goods of high quality.
7. The University of London ___ in the West End.

8. The East End of London is ___ in appearance, but now___ .
Ex. 5. Answer the questions.
1. Is London the largest city in Britain? 2. What is its population? 3. Is there much heavy industry in London? Light industry? 4. What parts does London consist of? 5. What area does the City occupy? 6. How many peo​ple work and live in the City? 7. Why is the City called  “the financial cen​tre” of the UK? 8. How can the West End be called? What places of interest are situated in the West End? 9. What is the name “West End” associated with? 10. What are the most famous parks in London? 11.Why is Trafalgar Square named so? 12. Where are British monarchs crowned? 8. London is a big cultural centre, isn't it? 13. Why is Buckingham Palace so interesting for tourists? 14. Is the East End of London attractive in appearance? What is concentrated there? 15. What are the best known streets of Lon​don?
Ex. 6. Read the text.

Text B

Buckingham palace
There are two addresses in London that the whole world knows. One is 10 Downing Street, where the Prime Minister lives. The other is Bucking​ham Palace. This famous palace, first built in 1703, is in the very centre of London.
It is two places, not one. It is a family house where children grow up. It is also the place where presidents, kings and politicians go to meet the Queen.
Buckingham Palace is like a small town, with a police station, two post offices, a hospital, a bar, two sports clubs, a disco, a cinema, and a swim​ming pool. There are 600 rooms and three miles of red carpet. Two men work full-time to look after the 300 clocks. About 700 people work in the Palace.
The Queen's day. When the Queen gets up in the morning, seven people look after her. One starts her bath, one prepares her clothes, and one feeds the Royal dogs. She has eight or nine dogs, and they sleep in their own bed​room near the Queen's bedroom. Two people bring her breakfast. She has coffee from Harrods, toasts, and eggs. Every day for fifteen minutes, a piper plays Scottish music outside her room and the Queen reads The Times.
Every Tuesday evening, she meets the Prime Minister. They talk about world news and have a drink, perhaps a gin and tonic or whisky.
An invitation to the Palace. When the Queen invites a lot of people for dinner, it takes three days to prepare the table and three days to do the wash​ing up. Everybody has five glasses: one for red wine, one for white wine, one for water, one for port, and one for liqueur. During the first and second courses, the Queen speaks to the person on her left and then she speaks to the person on her right for the rest of the meal. When the Queen finishes her food, everybody finishes, and it is time for the next course!
Ex. 7. Are the sentences true or false? Correct the false sentences.
1. The Palace is more than two hundred years old.
2. It is famous because it is in the centre of London.

3. The same person starts the Queen's bath, prepares her clothes, and
feeds the dogs.

4. The dogs sleep in the Queen's bedroom.

5. The Queen and the Prime Minister go out for a drink on Tuesday
night.

Ex. 8. Answer the questions.
1. “Buckingham Palace is two places, not one.” Why? 2. Why is it like a small town? 3. Are there a lot of clocks? 4. How many dogs does the Queen have?  5. What newspaper does she read? 6. What sort of music does the piper play? 7. Why do people have five glasses on the table? 8. Who does the Queen speak to during a meal? 9. What happens when the Queen finishes her food?

Ex. 9. Complete this text using the words form the box.

	May, sights, residence, shops, dropping, the coach, continuing, magnificent, either, turning, arrive.


Full Day Excursion to London

Your day will start at Buckingham Palace, the official London (1) ___ of Queen Elizabeth II where you (2) ___ be able to see the Changing of the Guard. From here, (3) ___ will take you on a tour of some of the city’s famous (4) ___, before (5) ___ you at Hyde park, one of London’s most famous parks. In the afternoon, having passed by the (6) ___ Royal Albert Hall, you will (7) ___ in Knightsbridge and have the chance to visit one of the most famous (8) ___ in the world, Harrods. (9) ___ up Brompton Road and (10) ___ right into Exhibition Road, you will then visit (11)___ the Science Museum or the Natural History Museum.

Ex. 10. Read the text about London parks and do the task that follow.

London Parks

The best thing about London is the parks. There are 5 beautiful ones in the city center. Let’s start with St. James’s Park, near Buckingham Palace. It’s London’s oldest. It belonged to Henry VIII – the King who had six wives. In the park you can feed the swans, geese, ducks and other water birds. The park which is connected with Hyde is called Kensington Gardens. There is the Albert Memorial, which Queen Victoria built in memory of her husband. One of the best times to visit London parks is in spring. At this time of the year, Regent’s park is a beautiful place of blossoms and flowers. It’s perhaps London’s most elegant park, with its attractive gardens and lakes. You can visit the Zoo. There are animals from all the continents, about 6,000 in all. But the Zoo’s most popular residents are the pandas. Hyde Park was originally a royal hunting forest. You can walk along its shady avenues, sit on the grass admiring its beautiful flower- beds, or watch birds. It seems almost unbelievable that all around, there is a large city with its heavy traffic and exhaust. Another attraction of Hyde Park is the horse-riding lane known as Rotten Row, which is a mile and a half long. Near marble Arch is Speaker’s Corner where everyone can go and air their views to anyone who will listen.

Task. Match A with B.

	A
	B

	Hyde Park
	London’s oldest

	Kensington Gardens
	you can visit the Zoo

	Green park
	between Hyde and St. James’s Park

	St. James’s Park
	has Albert Memorial

	Regent’s Park
	have some fun at speaker’s Corner


Ex. 11. Complete the text. Open the brackets. Put the verbs into the necessary verb forms.

Piccadilly Circus

Piccadilly Circus is a fine street which (to see) much history over the centuries. For generations, Piccadilly (to be) the heart of London, the center of night life in the West End. This is one of the most popular meeting places of London, probably second only to Trafalgar Square. It (to be) actually quite small, and most people are rather disappointed when they see it for the first time because they (to imagine) it would be much bigger. There stroll people who (to come) from different countries of the world, of all races dressed in their national clothes. Piccadilly Circus is a West End shopping center. Piccadilly (to call) after the man who (to grow) rich by making high collars called “piccadillies”. He (to build) a grand house which he (to call) “Piccadilly Hall”, and the name (to live on).

Ex. 12.  Complete this text using the words form the box.

	Violence, Henry VIII’s, royal treasure, Thomas More, legend, “Beefeaters”, the Crown Jewels, ravens.


The Tower of London was founded in the 11th century by William the Conqueror. For many centuries the Tower has been a fortress, a palace, a prison and (1) ___. It is now a museum of arms and armour and it has (2) ___ . The grey stones of the Tower could tell terrible stories of (3) ___ and unjustice. It was here that (4) ___, the greatest humanist, was falsely accused and executed. Among famous prisoners executed at the Tower were (5) ___ wives Anna Boleyn and Catherine Howard. When Queen Elizabeth I was a princess, she was sent to the Tower by Mary Tudor and kept prisoner for some time. The (6) ___ whose forefathers used to find food in the Tower, still live here as part of its history. There is a (7) ___ that if the ravens disappear, the Tower will fall. The Tower is guarded by the Yeomen Warders called (8) ___ .

Ex. 13. Read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which shouldn’t be there. If a line is correct put a letter R. If a line has a word which shouldn’t be there, write the word.

Ravens at the Tower of London

	1
	The Tower of London was begun in the during reign of William

	2
	the Conqueror (1066 – 87). The White Tower, as it is known,

	3
	was  one of the first great stone towers to be built in Britain

	4
	and its construction is believed to have taken more around

	5
	20 years. Ravens, traditionally were seen as a bad omen

	6
	originally came to the Tower for to scavenge scraps

	7
	of food. When Charles II tried to get rid of them he was warned

	8
	that, if he did, the Tower – and the nation with it – would fall

	9
	into enemy hands. As a result, there have been ravens at the

	10
	Tower for ever seen.


Ex. 14. Read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which shouldn’t be there. If a line is correct put a letter R. If a line has a word which shouldn’t be there, write the word.

An Elementary Address

	1
	One of the most famous addresses in London is 221b

	2
	Baker Street, the fictional home between 1881 and until 1904

	3
	of the world’s such most famous detective, Sherlock Holmes,

	4
	and his companion Dr. Watson, – according to the stories

	5
	by sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The house at 221b Baker Street

	6
	was been built in 1815 and was last used as a lodging

	7
	house in1936. The famous study on the first floor is kept

	8
	as it was then and is open to for the public. The house is now

	9
	listed to be protect its cultural and architectural heritage.


Ex. 15. Read the text. Use the word given in capitals at the end of each line to form a word that fits in the space in the same line.

Fleet Street

	In Britain there are (1) ___ daily newspapers and most people 
	NATION

	read one of (2) ___ every day.
	THEY

	Daily newspapers are (3) ___ on every day of week except Sunday.
	PUBLISH

	Sunday newspapers are (4) ___ than
	LARGE

	(5) ___ newspapers. All the Sunday newspapers are national.
	DAY

	Most national newspapers in Britain express a (6) ___ opinion.
	POLITICS

	Most of them are right-wing, and people choose the newspaper that they read according to their political (7) ___.
	BELIEVE

	Fleet Street in London (8) ___ to be the home of most national daily and Sunday newspapers and that is why people often say “Fleet Street” to mean “the press” even now.  In the 1980s
	USE

	most of the newspapers moved to new (9) ___ in different 
	BUILD

	parts of London to use new (10) ___ technologies.
	PRINT

	British newspapers can be (11) ___ into two groups:
	DIVIDE

	(12) ___ and popular. Quality newspapers are more serious and cover home and foreign news. Popular newspapers like
	QUALIFY

	(13) ___, personal stories. These two groups of newspapers 
	SHOCK

	can be distinguished (14) ___ because the quality newspapers 
	EASY

	are (15) ___ the size of the popular newspapers.
	TWO


Ex.16. Check your knowledge of English-speaking countries. Some​times more than one answer is possible.
1.
The main parts of Great Britain are:
a) Cambridge;   b) Wales; c) Scotland; d) Glasgow; e) England.
2.
The longest river is:
a) the Thames;   b) the Clyde;      c) the Severn.
3. The English Channel separates Great Britain from:
a) Sweden;      b) France;   c) the Netherlands.

4. The main nationalities are:

a) the Scots;     b) the French; c) the English;    d) the Welsh.
5.
The capital of Wales is:
a) Manchester;   b) Cardiff; c) Birmingham.
6.
The Union Jack is a(n):
a) mountain;     b) street; c) flag;   d) island.
7.
The oldest British universities are situated in:
a) London;       b) Cambridge;   c) Harvard;      d) Oxford.
8.
What is the emblem of England?
a) a shamrock;      b) a red rose;   c) leek.
9.
What is the emblem of Scotland?

a) a daffodil;     b) a dragon;     c) a thistle.

10. What are the emblems of Wales?

a) a shamrock and a clover;    b) a rose and a cross;   c) a leek and a daffodil.

11. What is the emblem of Northern Ireland?

a) a shamrock;   b) a red rose;   c) a thistle.

12.
The kilt is a:
a) musical instrument; b) short skirt; c) hat.
13.
What is Piccadilly Circus?
a) a square;     b) a disco;   c) a circus.
14.
Who is the most popular hero of English ballads?
a) Peter Pan;   b) Lemuel Gulliver; c) Robin Hood;   d) Tom Sawyer.
15.
The Tower of London now is a:
a) royal palace;   b) museum; c) state prison.
16. What lake in Scotland is said to be the home of a “monster”?

      a) Loch Lomond;          b) Loch Ness;     c) Loch Erie.

17. What city does the 0° meridian pass through?
a) Nottingham;   b) Sheffield;      c) Greenwich.

18. The highest mountains is:

a) Snowdon;     b) Ben Nevis;     c) McKinley.
19. Stonehenge is a:
a) theatre; b) town; c) place for religious rituals.
20. What part is called the “City of London”?
a) oldest; b) richest;   c) poorest.

UNIT 6
British agriculture 

Topical Vocabulary

1)  densely populated – густонаселенный;

2)   to remain – оставаться;

3)   to supply – снабжать, обеспечивать;

4)   to employ – использовать;

5)   research –  научные исследования;

б)   the rest – остальной;
7)   to belong to – принадлежать;

8)   landowner (landlord) – землевладелец;

9)   the Crown  – королевская власть;

10)  the Church – церковь;

11)  productive forces – производительные силы;

12)  output – выпуск продукции;

13)  medium-sized farms – хозяйства средних размеров;

14)  they account for – на их долю приходится;

15)  remainder – остаток;

16)  to own – владеть;

17)  estate – поместье;

18)  to derive income – получать доход;

19)  to rent – сдавать в аренду, брать в аренду;

20)  owner-farmer – фермер, ведущий хозяйство на своей земле;

21)  sale – продажа;

22)  tenant-farmer – фермер-арендатор;

23)  laborer – (неквалифицированный) рабочий;

24)  temperate – умеренный;

25)  even distribution – равномерное распределение;

26)  favor  – благоприятствовать;
27)  pastoral farming – пастбищное хозяйство;

28)  arable farming – зерновое хозяйство, полеводство;

29)  to take the lead – занимать ведущее место;

30)  prevalent – распространенный;

31)  cereals – зерновые хлеба;

32)  turnip – турнепс, репа;

33)  swede (turnip) – брюква;

34)  kale – листовая капуста;

35)  dairy farming – молочное животноводство;

36)  due to tough competition – из-за сильной конкуренции;

37)  to decrease – уменьшаться;

38)  requirements (needs) – потребности;

39)  is self-sufficient – сама себя обеспечивает;

40)  home-produced food – пища внутреннего производства;

41)  wage – заработная плата;

      42) horticulture – садоводство, огородничество;

42)  to roam – пасти, выпасать.
Ex. 1. Read the text.

Text A
Britain is a densely populated industrialized country. But agriculture re​mains one of its largest and most important industries. It supplies nearly two-thirds of the country's food, employs about 2.5 per cent of the working population. British agriculture is efficient, for it is based on modern tech​nology and research. Nearly 80 per cent of the land area is used for agricul​ture, the rest being mountain and forest or put to other uses. The larger part of the land belongs to big landowners. Among the largest landowners are the Crown and the Church. The main productive forces in Britain's agricul​ture are full or part-time laborers. Large farms produce about half of the total agricultural output. Medium-sized farms account for some 40% and very small farms produce the remainder.
The rural population of Britain can be divided into 4 groups.
1. Landlords or landed aristocracy. They own large estates and derive income from rents.
2. Owner-farmers. They own farms and land and make their living by
the sale of agricultural produce.

3. Tenant farmers. They rent farms from landlords and make their living
in the same way as owner-farmers.

4. Laborers. They neither own nor rent any land, but work for wages for the farmer.

Geographically Great Britain consists of Highland Britain and Lowland Britain. The agricultural area of England is towards the English Channel and the Continent of Europe. There are 12 million hectares under crops and grass. The soil in many parts of Highland Britain is thin and poor. Lowland Britain is a rich area with fertile soil. The cool temperate climate and com​paratively even distribution of rainfall favor the development of agricul​ture. There are three main types of farming: pastoral, arable, mixed. Arable farming takes the lead in the eastern parts of England and Scotland, whereas in the rest of the country pastoral and mixed farming are prevalent.
Small farms dominate in the country. Most farms are less than 50 acres each. The types of farms are different in different soil and climatic areas. In the eastern part of Britain, where most farms are arable, the farmers grow different crops. Arable crops include cereals: wheat, barley, oats, and also potatoes, sugar beet and fodder crops (turnip, swede (turnip) and kale). In the western part of the country most farms are dairy. Farmers breed cattle, sheep, pigs. Small farms are usually mixed farms, on which farmers both grow crops and keep farm animals. However, due to tough competition, the number of small farms is decreasing.
Britain produces nearly two-thirds of the total to meet its food require​ments. Britain today is self-sufficient in milk, eggs, potatoes, barley, and oats. Also a large proportion of meat and vegetables is home-produced. Britain usually imports meat, butter, cheese, sugar, wheat, tea, fruit, tobacco and some other agricultural products.
Ex. 2. Answer the questions.
1. What is the role of agriculture in the life of the country? 2. What part of the land area is used for agriculture? 3. Speak about the size of farms and their share in the total agricultural output. 4. What are the main groups into which rural population of Britain can be divided? Characterize each of them. 5. What parts does Great Britain geographically consist of? 6. What can you say about the soils in Great Britain? 7. What favors the develop​ment of agriculture? 8. What are the main types of farming? 9. What type of farms prevails in the country? 10. What cereals are grown in Britain?       11. What other crops are cultivated in this country? 12. Why is the number of small farms decreasing? 13. How well is the country supplied with agri​cultural produce? 14. What products does Great Britain import?
Ex. 3. Complete the sentences:
1. Britain is а (густонаселенная) country. 2. The larger part of the land belongs to (землевладельцам). 3. The main productive forces in Britain's agriculture are (сельскохозяйственные работники, занятые полный или неполный рабочий день). 4. Medium-sized farms account for 40% of total agricultural (выпуск продукции). 5. Landlords (получают доход) from rents. 6. Owner-farmers make their living from the (продажи) of agricul​tural produce. 7. (Фермеры-арендаторы) rent the farms from landlords.    8. The cool (умеренный) climate and the even distribution of rainfall (благоприятствуют) the development of agriculture. 9. The main types of farming are (пастбищные, пахотные и смешанные). 10. Small farms (преобладают) in the country. 11. Arable crops include (хлебные злаки). 12. In the western part of the country most farms are (молочного направления). 13. (Из-за сильной конкуренции) the number of small farms is decreasing. 14. Britain today is (сама себя обеспечивает) in many products.
Ex. 4. Put questions to the following sentences.
1. Agriculture remains one of the most important industries. 2. British agriculture is efficient, for it is based on modern technology and research.  3. The larger part of the land area belongs to large landowners. 4. Large farms produce about a half of the total agricultural output. 5. Landlords de​rive income from rents. 6. The agricultural area of England is towards the English Channel and the Continent of Europe. 7. The cool temperate cli​mate favors the development of agriculture. 8. There are three main types of farming: pastoral, arable, mixed. 9. Most farms are less than 50 acres. 10. In the eastern part of Britain most farms are arable. 11. Arable crops include cereals: wheat, oats and barley.12. Farmers breed cattle, sheep and pigs.    13. Due to tough competition, the number of small farms is decreas​ing.    14. Britain is self-sufficient in milk, eggs, potatoes, barley and oats.          15. Britain usually imports meat, wheat, butter, sugar and tea.
Ex. 5. Put the headlines into the right order as in the text and tell about British agriculture using your plan.
1. Types of farms.
2. Arable crops.

3. Role of agriculture.

4. Land area and landowners.

5. Farm output.

6. Size of farmlands and their output.

7. General characteristics of agricultural area.

8. Rural population.

Ex. 6. Read the text and do the tasks that follow.
Text В 
The United Kingdom has about 240,000 farms. They average about 175 acres (71 hectares) in size. About two-thirds of Britain's farmers own the farms on which they live. The rest rent their farms. About half of the people who operate or work on farms do so on a part-time basis.
Many British farmers practice mixed farming – that is, they raise a vari​ety of crops and animals. Methods of mixed farming vary from farm to farm. In the rough highlands of Scotland, Wales, and western England, grass grows much better than farm crops. There, farmers use most of their land for grazing. The land in southern and eastern England is drier and flat​ter, and it is more easily worked. Farmers in eastern England use most of their land for raising crops.
Britain's most important crops are barley, potatoes, rapeseed, sugar beets, and wheat. Farmers in southern and eastern England grow almost all the country's rapeseed, sugar beets, and wheat and most of its barley. Pota​toes are grown throughout the United Kingdom. Farmers in southern Eng​land grow most of Britain's fruits and garden vegetables. One of the most productive regions is the county of Kent in southeastern England. It is called the Garden of England and is famous for the beautiful blossoms of its apple and cherry orchards in springtime. Farmers in Kent also grow hops, which are used in making beer.
England's chief agricultural products include barley, cattle, chickens and eggs, fruits, milk, potatoes, sheep, sugar beets, and wheat. England's shal​low coastal waters provide excellent fishing. Cod, haddock, and mackerel are the principal fishes caught in English waters.
Northern Ireland is a region of low mountains, deep valleys, and fertile lowlands. The land is lowest near the center and rises to its greatest heights near the north and south coasts. The chief natural resources are rich fields and pastures, and most of the land is used for crop farming or grazing. Cat​tle, chickens, eggs, hogs, milk, potatoes, and sheep are among Northern Ireland's most important agricultural products. Much barley and hay are grown for animal feed. Other farm products include butter, cheese and turnips. Orchards  produce apples, pears, and plums. The fishing fleet of Northern Ireland brings in large catches of cod, herring, mackerel, shrimp, and whiting, mainly from the Irish Sea. Salmon and trout are netted in the Rivers Foyle and Bann.
About three-fourths of Scotland's land is used for farming. Most of the land consists of rough grazings, rangelands that farmers use for grazing livestock. Scottish farmers developed many famous breeds of beef and dairy cattle, including Ayrshire, Aberdeen-Angus, Galloway, and Highland.
Livestock produce, such as meat, milk, and wool, accounts for about three-fourths of Scotland's farm production. In the northeast, farmers pro​duce much beef. Milk ranks as a major product in the southwest, which is traditionally associated with Ayrshire cattle. Farmers raise Scottish Black​face sheep on the rangelands of the Highlands and of southern Scotland.
Less than one-fifth of Scotland's land is suitable for growing crops. Farmers mainly plant grain, including barley, oats, and wheat. Much of the barley is used for brewing and distilling. Most of the remainder becomes livestock feed. Potatoes are also an important crop. Families own and op​erate most of the farms in Scotland.
Fishing is an important activity in coastal towns. Important catches in​clude haddock, cod, mackerel, herring, lobsters, and prawns. Aberdeen and Peterhead, on the east coast of Scotland, are among the leading fishing ports in Europe. Salmon are caught in the Tay and other rivers, and are raised on fish farms.
Wales. The Cambrian Mountains cover most of Wales. These moun​tains are especially rugged and beautiful in the north and are more rounded in central Wales. Southern Wales is largely a plateau deeply cut by river valleys. Most of the people live on the narrow coastal plains or in the deep, green river valleys. These are the best areas for crop farming and raising dairy cattle. The rest of the land is too steep for raising crops and is used mostly for grazing sheep and some beef cattle. Livestock production ranks as the leading agricultural activity in Wales. Farmers raise beef and dairy cattle in the lowlands, and southwest Wales is the center of the Welsh dairy industry. Farmers in the uplands raise sheep for meat and wool. The main crops grown in Wales include barley, oats, and potatoes.
Ex. 7. Find the English equivalents for:
Владеть фермой, разводить сельскохозяйственных животных, тра​вы, пастбища, ячмень, рапс, пшеница, хмель, треска, пикша, сено, гри​бы, груши, сливы, селедка, креветки, мерланг, лосось, форель, породы мясного и молочного скота.
Ex. 8. Answer the questions.
1. How many farms does the UK have? 2. What is the average size of the farm? 3. Do the British farmers own the farms on which they live?        4. What kind of farming do many British farmers practice? 6. Do the methods of mixed farming differ from each other? 7. What for do farmers in the high​lands of Scotland, Wales and western England use most of their land? Why? 8. What for do farmers in eastern England use most of their land? 9. What are Britain's most important crops? 10. What crops do farmers in southern and eastern England grow? 11. Why is Kent known as the Garden of England? 13.What are England's chief agricultural products?           14. What principal fishes are caught in English waters? 14. Is soil fertile in Northern Ireland? 15. What is most of the land used for? 16. What are the most im​portant agricultural products of Northern Ireland? 17. What crops are grown for animal feed? 18. Are there any orchards in the Northern Ireland? 19. What fishes does the fishing fleet of the Northern Ireland bring? 20. What is most of the land in Scotland used for? 21. What famous breeds of beef and dairy cattle did Scottish farmers develop? 23. What products account for three-fourths of Scotland's farm production? 24. What grain crops do Scot​tish farmers mainly plant? 25. What is much of the barley used for? 26. Is fishing an important activity in Scotland? 27. What is the leading agricul​tural activity in Wales? 28. What are the main crops grown in Wales?
Ex. 9. Work with a partner. Make a dialogue about types of Brit​ish farming in different regions of Britain. Use the following word com​binations.
In the west, in the east, poor soil, fertile soil, rich area, arable farms, to grow crops, dairy farms, to breed animals, temperate climate, mixed farms, rainfall, tough competition, to produce, milk, eggs, potatoes, barley, oats, fruit, sugar, wheat.
Ex. 10. Imagine that you are having a talk with a British farmer. Ask him about his farm and his produce.
Ex. 11. Read one more text about British farming and answer the questions after it. 

Text C

Farming in Britain.

The origins of human civilization are closely linked to the development of agriculture. Modern agriculture is a highly competitive, global industry. 

In the UK, farmers and growers manage more than 75% of total land area.  Britain's farms are generally larger and more specialized than those in other European countries. At more than 72 hectares, the average UK farm is much bigger than the average farm in France (29 ha) and Italy (5.6 ha).  

 Geography and climate have had a major influence on the pattern of farming activity within the UK. Arable production is largely concentrated on the eastern side of the country, whose drier, flatter landscape is more suited to growing crops such as cereals, oilseeds, root crops and field vegetables.  

 The green hills and wetter conditions to the west of Britain are more favorable to grazing livestock, and provide the main centre for rearing beef cattle, sheep and dairy cows.  

Types of Farming. Farming in Britain comprises many different activities, according to the region and its suitability in terms of geography, climate, soil type and accessibility of resources.  

 So, for example, grazing livestock such as cattle and sheep are mainly found in the upland pasture lands of Britain, while the flatter, more fertile areas of the country are better suited to growing crops.  

 Many types of farming complement each other in terms of use of outputs and use of resources. For example by-product straw from cereal production is used as feed and bedding material for livestock. 

Where more than one activity is carried out on the same farm, this is known as mixed farming. Poultry, for example, are fed on a grain-based diet, and are usually reared in predominantly arable areas. Dairy units are often linked to cereal farms, with the crops providing winter feed and straw for the cows, and the livestock in turn providing manure to fertilize the fields.  

 Bearing in mind that several enterprises can often be found on the same farm, British agriculture can be divided into the following broad categories.  

Arable Farming

 This is the large-scale production of crops for human and animal consumption. Arable farming accounts for more than a third of the total agricultural area in the UK. The main crops grown are wheat, barley, oats, oilseed rape, maize for animal feeds, potatoes and sugar beet. New crops are also emerging, such as linseed for oil and fiber production.  
Horticulture

 Horticulture covers a wide range of different activities, from growing salad crops in glasshouses to outdoor production of field vegetables, top fruit and soft fruit growing to the cultivation of ornamental flowers and pot plants.  

Dairy Farming

 Most of Britain's dairy farms are found to the west of the country, in herds averaging 75 cows per farm. 

Dairy cows graze outdoors for most of the summer months and are kept indoors during the winter months.
Beef and sheep

 Cattle and sheep breeding for beef and lamb production is concentrated in the upland areas of Britain, The UK is Europe's biggest sheep producer, with a national flock of more than 43 million sheep and lambs.  

Pigs and Poultry

 Production of pigs and poultry in Britain is a specialized business, with most stock reared in large, purpose built indoor buildings under carefully controlled conditions. The poultry sector mainly comprises the rearing of broiler chickens and turkeys for meat, and laying hens for egg production.
In order to reduce capital expenditure on buildings, and to meet the requirement for “welfare friendly” systems of production, there is an increasing interest in “outdoor” systems.  

Questions

1. What is the total agricultural area of the UK?

2. What is the average farm size?

3. Where is arable production concentrated on?

4. What is the main occupation of farmers in the west of Britain?

5. What factors influence the type of farming in Britain?

6. Which type of farming is called mixed farming?

7. What categories can British agriculture be divided into?

8. What are the main crops grown in Britain?

9. What activities does horticulture cover?

10. Where are most of British dairy farms found? Do dairy cows graze outdoors or indoors?

11. Where is sheep breeding concentrated?

12. What is the size of national flock?

13. What branches does poultry sector comprise?

14. Why is there an increasing interest in outdoor system of rearing?

UNIT 7
The Republic of Belarus 

Topical Vocabulary

1)  East European Plain – Восточноевропейская равнина;

2)  to border on – граничить с;

3)  flat – равнинный, плоский;

4)  precipitation – осадки;

5)  deciduous woods – лиственные леса;

6)  coniferous woods – хвойные леса;

7)  marshy lowlands – болотистые равнины;

8)  hill – холм, возвышенность;

9)  elevation – возвышенность, высота;

10)  aurochs – зубры;

11)  urban – городской;

12)  peat – торф;

13)  ferrous ore – железная руда;

14)  raw materials – сырье;

15)  petroleum – нефть;

16)  combustible slates – горючие сланцы;

17)  dolomite – доломит;

18)  potassium salt – калийные соли;

19)  halite – каменная соль;

21)  refractory clay – огнеупорная глина;

22)  cotton – хлопок;

23)  legislative – законодательный;

24)  executive – исполнительный;

25)  judicial – юридический;

26)  to vest – давать право;

27)  court – суд;

28) to cooperate – сотрудничать.
Ex. 1. Read the text.

Text A
The Republic of Belarus is located in the centre of Europe, on the cross​roads of trade ways between West and East, North and South, in the west of the East European Plain. The larger part of the territory of Belarus repre​sents lowlands with heights ranging from 80 up to 345 meters above sea level. The republic's area is 207,600 square kilometers. It is just one fifth smaller than Great Britain in size, but it is larger than Denmark, Belgium and Greece taken together.
The country borders in the north and in the east on Russia, in the south​east on the Ukraine, in the west on Poland and in the north-west on Lithua​nia and Latvia. Minsk is the capital of the Republic of Belarus.
The flat character of the territory, the damp, moderate continental climate (the temperature in January averages – 9.4 degrees °C, and in July – +18 degrees °C), with annual precipitation of 550-700 mm; numerous rivers and lakes, mixed deciduous and coniferous woods (40% of the territory of the republic are covered with woods) create favorable con​ditions for habitation of population, managing agriculture and building in​dustrial enterprises.
Broad plains and marshy lowlands occupy nearly three quarters of the territory. They are called Belarusian Polesye. There are also some hills and elevations. They can be found in the northern and central parts of the coun​try.
There are a lot of rivers and streams and more than 10,000 lakes in the republic. The largest rivers are the Dnieper, Western Dvina, Pripiat and Neman, while the largest lake is Narach.
Forests and bush cover more than a quarter of the area. The most famous is Belavezhskaya Puscha. Rare aurochses live there. They survived from glacial times.
The total population of the republic is about 10 million people. The ba​sic ethnic groups are Belarusians, Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, Jews and others. More than 70% of the population is urban. The state languages are Belarusian and Russian. The most widespread languages of business use are Russian, English and German.
The Republic of Belarus consists of six regions with centers in the cities of Minsk, Brest, Vitebsk, Gomel, Grodno, Mogilev, which are further di​vided into 118 rural districts, 102 towns and over 24 thousand townships and villages. In the capital of the Republic of Belarus, the city of Minsk, there live 1.7 million people.
The mineral resources of the country are: peat, oil, underground fresh and mineral waters, building materials and ores that can be used for the production of fertilizers. Those raw materials make up practically all of its mineral wealth. There are deposits of petroleum, combustible slates, coal and brown coal, ferrous and non-ferrous ore, dolomites, potassium salts and halites, phosphorites on the lands of the republic. The reserves of peat, fire-resistant and refractory clay, loam and sand for the manufacture of glass, various construction materials are great. There are also some mineral springs.
Agriculture, manufacturing industry and commerce are the most devel​oped branches of the economy. Agriculture is the main occupation of the greater part of the population. It fully satisfies the need of the country for basic agricultural products, such as milk, meat, potatoes, vegetables, fruit and eggs.
The most developed branches of manufacturing industry are machine-building, instrument-making, radio-electronics, wood-working, oil-refining and a number of chemical, light, construction and food industries.
Belarus has to import oil, gas, coal, metal, chemicals and cotton. To​gether with grain, sugar, vegetable oil, fish products, citrics, tea, coffee and wine they are the main items of Belarusian imports.
Our country exports heavy lorries, tractors, motorcycles, bicycles, TV and radio-sets, data processing equipment and gas stoves, refrigerators and furniture, carpets and knitted goods, chemical fibers and fertilizers, agricul​tural products. Belarus has good trade relations with Russia, the Ukraine, Bulgaria, Austria, Germany and Poland. Close co-operation with countries of Europe, North America, Asia and Africa has allowed it to considerably increase its foreign trade. Today the production of Belarusian enterprises is also known in Latin America, Australia, New Zealand.
Belarus is a presidential republic. State power in the Republic of Belarus is formed and realized through three main branches – legislative, executive and judicial.
The highest executive power is vested in a President elected for a five-year term. The Parliament is a representative and legislative body of the Republic of Belarus. The executive power is performed by a Council of Ministers headed by a premier. The Prime Minister is appointed by the President. The judicial power in the republic is performed by courts.
The Republic of Belarus has well-developed science and educational system.  The Academy of Sciences found in 1929 is one of the largest centers of science in our country. Its research institutes work on various important problems in such fields as mathematics, optics, genetics, biology, etc. The demand for higher education remains high. State institutions are the centers both for education and scientific research. Nowadays in Belarus there are 43 universities, academies and institutes which provide training in various spheres of science and humanities. 

At present Belarus actively participates in an effective international partnership with the government of different states and international organizations. As co-founder of the United Nations Belarus contacts with various institutions and organizations of the United Nationals, World Bank, World Health Organization, International Labor Organization, UNESCO, the European Union, etc. Belarus cooperates with such countries as Germany, Denmark, France, Canada, Italy, Netherlands, Sweden, Great Britain, the USA and many others.

Ex. 2. Find the English equivalents for:
1) быть расположенным, 2) болотистые низменности; 3) умерен​ный климат; 3) смешанные хвойные и лиственные леса; 4) благоприят​ные условия для жизни населения; 5) обширные равнины; 6) занятия сельским хозяйством; 7) холмы и возвышенности; 8) многочисленные реки и озера; 9) городское население; 10) полезные ископаемые; 11) торф, нефть, железная руда; 12) уголь, известняк, огнеупорная глина, песок; 13) минеральные источники; 14) самая развитая отрасль эконо​мики; 15) основные сельскохозяйственные продукты; 16) законода​тельная и исполнительная власть; 17) международная экономическая и культурная деятельность.
Ex. 3. Match the synonyms.
1) to be located
a) rainfall
2) woods
b) elevations
3) to meet the needs
c) the most important

4) precipitation
d) different
5) hills
e) to be situated
6) main
f) well-known
7) production
g) to satisfy the needs

8) various
h) manufacturing
9) famous
i) forests
Ex. 4. Match the antonyms.

	1) heavy industry
	a) southern

	2) to export
	b) non-ferrous

	3) northern
	c) to decrease

	4) urban
	d) smaller

	5) larger
	e) light industry

	6) lowlands
	f) rural

	7) ferrous
	g) hills

	8) to increase
	h) to import


Ex. 5. Complete the sentences.

1. Belarus borders on
. 

2. Belarus is located
. 

3. The climate of the republic is ___.

4. The total population of the republic is___.     

5. The basic ethnic groups are ___. 

6. The mineral resources of the country are ___ .

7. The most developed branches of the economy are___. 

8. The most developed branches of manufacturing are ___. 

9. Belarus imports ___ .

10. Belarus exports ___ . 

11. State power of the Republic is realized through three main branches___.
Ex. 6. Answer the questions.
1. Where is the republic of Belarus located? 2. What countries does it border on? 3. How many parts does it consist of? 4. What territory does it occupy? 5. Is it a large country? What is its landscape? 6. What do you know about its climate? 7. How many people live in it? 8. What is its capi​tal? 9. What are your country's natural resources? 10. What can you say about its economy? 11. What products does Belarus export? 12. What prod​ucts does Belarus import? 13. What countries does Belarus have trade rela​tions with? 14. How is state power realized? 15. What do you know about the history of the Republic?
Ex. 7. Tell about your country using a plan:
1) the location of the country;

2) landscape;
3) climate;
4) population;
5) economy;
6) state power.
Ex.8. Read the text.
Text B

Minsk – the Capital of the Republic of Belarus
More than 2000 years ago on the banks of the Nemiga and Svisloch riv​ers came into existence the city of Minsk or Mensk as it was called before. The name of the city is believed to be associated with the river Menka that flowed into the lake Ptych not far from the city. But the legends say that the city derives its name from the word “mena” as in the ancient times there was a barter market on the right bank of the river Svisloch. Mensk was first mentioned in a chronicle in 1067. In the 12th century Mensk became the centre of the independent principality. In the 13th century the principality of Mensk became part of the Great Duchy of Lithuania.
The 14 –15 centuries were very important in the life of Mensk and its inhabitants. It was the period when the Belarusian nation was formed with its national language and culture. In the middle of the 16th century the Lithuania Princes united with the Polish Kingdom and formed a joined State Rzecz Pospolita. It was at that period when Mensk was renamed into Minsk. Till the 18th century the Belarusian people were placed in bondage to Polish feudal lords who exploited them cruelly.
In the 18th century (1793) Belarus was annexed by Russia. It was turned into a province with Minsk as its centre. In 1812 the Napoleon troops burnt the city. In the 20th century the foreign invaders not once occupied the Bel​arusian capital: in 1918 it was occupied by Germany: in 1919 – 1920 by Poland.
During the World War II our capital was almost completely destroyed by the fascist invaders. We can say that in the post-war years it was rebuilt anew.
At present Minsk is the capital of the Republic of Belarus which is an independent state with its own state symbols, Parliament and President. It's a big growing city with the population of about 2 million. It occupies an area of 200 square kilometers.
Every visitor admires the city with its beautiful buildings, wide streets and avenues, green parks and fine monuments. Minsk is also a big traffic centre with a large network of roads, railways, airlines and two Metro lines. It goes without saying that Minsk is an industrial centre of Belarus. There are hundreds of plants and factories in the city which produce various goods. Tractors and lorries, motorcycles and bicycles, TV-sets and watches, refrigerators and computers, textile and footwear are manufactured here. Our Belarus tractors and MAZ trucks enjoy a high reputation both in our country and abroad.
Minsk is also known as a city of science and students. There are many state and commercial institutions which train specialists in different fields of economy and social life.
The cultural life of the Belarusian capital is varied and very interesting. In Minsk there are many museums and exhibitions, a number of theatres and concert halls, a circus and dozens of cinemas, libraries and clubs. The leading theatres here are the Opera and Ballet Theatre, the Yanka Kupala State Academic Theatre and the Gorky Russian Drama Theatre which are extremely popular with the public.
Minsk is a Hero-City. It was honored with the title in 1974 for the courage and heroism displayed by its residents during the World War II.
The inhabitants of Minsk and all the Belarusians love their capital. It is attractive in every season of the year.
Ex. 9. Answer the questions.
1. How old is Minsk? 2. What is the past of the capital of the Republic of Belarus? 3. Where is Minsk located? 4. The Belarusian capital suffered a lot during the Great Patriotic War, didn't it? 5. What goods are manufac​tured by the industrial enterprises of Minsk? 6. What countries does the city cooperate with? 7. What are the main sights of Minsk? 8. Do you like to go to the theatres of Minsk? 9. Which of them is the most popular with the public?
Ex. 10. Read the text and be ready to tell about your native town. The questions after the text will help you.

Text С 

My Native Town
My native town is in Mogilev region and it is a district centre. It is called Gorki. The town, true to its name, is located on five hills. I was born and have grown in this town.  I like my native town, because it is very beautiful and rather quiet. Gorki is a still town, life there is measured and slow.
For the first time Gorky was mentioned in the chronicles in the middle of the 16th century. This town was widely known as a craft centre, in which there were more than twenty different professions. In 1840 landowners' school was opened there which was transformed into an institute later.
During the Second World War the town suffered greatly, as well as other Belarusian towns. June 26, 1944 is considered to be a holiday for our citizens, when the town was liberated from the fascist invaders during the operation “Bagration”. In memory of that event a monument was installed at the bus station. 

The town is constantly growing and developing, there are new micro-districts, new buildings are erected. 

The Belarusian Agricultural Academy is certainly the town’s pride. Thousands of students are taught there. The Academy represents an original campus in the town. Several educational buildings, hostels, a sports complex with a swimming pool and a stadium are situated there. 

There are five schools of general education, art and music school in our town.

Gorki is a town of parks and squares. A nature monument of republican significance is located there, this is a dendrology park. Its collection totals more than one hundred names of trees and shrubs. There is also a botanical garden with magnificent rosarium in our town. But nobody will deny that the favorite place of rest is three small lakes surrounded by birch groves.

Questions

1. When was your native town founded? 2. Do you know the history of your native town? 3. Is your native town ancient? 4. What industrial enterprises are there in your town? 5. What do they produce? 6. What entertainments are there in your native town? 7. Is there a river or a lake in your native town? 8. What can you say about the ecological situation in your town? 9. Are there any monuments, museums in your town? 10. What places of interest are there in your town? 

Ex. 11.  Before reading the text, answer the questions.

1. What person can be considered as an outstanding one?

2. Is it enough to be talented to become an outstanding person?

3. What character qualities must an outstanding person possess?

4. What outstanding people of Belarus do you know? What are they famous for?

Read the text about famous Belarusians. 

Famous People of Belarus

There are many famous people in our republic. Among them you can find the names of politicians and public figures, intellectuals and scientists, heroes of war and labor, sportsmen and artists. 

 First of all it’s necessary to mention the names of our outstanding national writers Yanka Kupala and Yakub Kolas. They created a new Belarusian Literature and a Belarusian literature language. Both are considered to be the classics of Belarusian literature. These names are followed by a number of other well-known writers and poets, such as K. Krapiva, Chorny, Brovka, Shamyakin, Tank, Bykov, Korotkevich, Gilevich, Loyka, Adamovich known both in our country and abroad. Their works are translated into many European languages. 

The cultural life of Belarus has always been very interesting and varied. Among the leading composers of the present century were Tikotsky, Aladov, Bogatyrov, Smolsky. Other well-known composers of the older generation include Pukst, Lukas, Luchenok, Alovnikov, etc. 

 Many prominent names in the history of Belarus of the 20th century are connected with the two main events, the Second World War and space exploration. The Belarusians fought heroically defending their Motherland. But Belarusian people are especially proud of the heroes of the last war: K.Zaslonov, E.Osipova, N.Gastello, V.Talalikhin, the defenders of Brest Fortess and many others. 

In the family of cosmonauts there are also two Belarusians, A.Kovalyonok and P.Klimuk. 

The famous Belarusian sportsmen, such as Tcherba, Zvereva, Kurlovich and many others defend the honor of our native land in many international competitions.

Many streets, avenues and squares are named after famous Belarusians. Their names are known both in our republic and abroad.

 Ex. 12. Answer the questions.

1. What outstanding people born in Belarus do you know? 2. Is in your opinion Belarusian culture popular among the Europeans? 3. Are there many famous writers and poets in Belarus? 4. Whom do you like best of all and why? 5. In which fields do the Belarusians have their most considerable achievements?

Ex. 13.  Problems for discussion.
1. Belarusian mentality: In what way do you think it is different from
that of any other nation?
2. The globalization of communications will certainly bring about the
globalization of “cultural idioms”. Do you think it is possible to maintain
Belarusian cultural heritage?

3. Who is who in Belarus in the 21st century: name the most important
personalities born in Belarus and prove that they must be on the list!

Ex. 14. Working in libraries or using the Internet database, prepare reports about the history of our country.

UNIT 8

Agriculture of the Republic of Belarus

Topical Vocabulary

1) gross national product – валовой национальный продукт;

2) enterprise – предприятие;

3) private farm – частная ферма;

4) joint-stock company – акционерная компания;

5) limited company – компания с ограниченной ответственностью;

6) annual precipitation – среднегодовое количество осадков; 

7) to plough – пахать;

8) sward-podzolic – дерново-подзолистые;

9) fertility – плодородие;

10) to expose to – подвергать;

11) fiber flax – лен-сырец;

12) to exclude – исключать;

13) winter rye – озимая рожь;

14) spring wheat – яровая пшеница;

15) oats – овес;

16) barley – ячмень;

17) demand for – спрос на;

18) foodstuffs – продукты;

19) to process – перерабатывать;

20) to store – хранить;

21) poultry – домашняя птица;

22) hennery – птицеферма;

23) competitive – конкурентоспособный; 

24) to be engaged in – заниматься чем-либо;

25) to be employed – заниматься;

26) fodder crops– кормовые культуры; 

27) cattle – крупно-рогатый скот;

28) pastureland – пастбище;

29) temperate-zone crops – культуры умеренной климатической зоны;

30) buckwheat – гречиха, гречка; 

31) sugar beets – сахарная свекла;

32) river valleys – речные долины;

33) crop farming – растениеводство;  

34) livestock farming – животноводство; 

35) corn (maize) – кукуруза;

36) swampy lowlands – болотистые низменности;

37) to drain – осушать;

38) dairy farming – молочное животноводство, разведение молочного скота;

39) truck farming – товарное овощеводство, промышленное огородничество; 

40) peats – торфяники; 

41) water-logged – заболоченный; 

42) cereals – зерновые;

43) fowl – домашняя птица;

44) private holdings – частные хозяйства;

45) radioactive contamination – радиоактивное загрязнение.

Ex. 1. Read the text.

Text A

The economic and social development of our republic is connected with the development of agriculture. Agriculture produces more than 11 % of the gross national product of the republic. A large part of agricultural production is made by large agricultural enterprises: collective farms, state farms, private farms, joint-stock companies, limited companies.

The Republic of Belarus is situated in the northern temperate climatic zone; it has a temperate continental climate, but the prevalence of the northern and western maritime air masses makes the climate transitional from maritime to continental. The average winter temperature is – 15 - 20 °C, and the average summer temperature is + 20 - 25 °C. Average annual precipitation is 600 mm. About 3 million people or 22 % live in villages and rural settlements. They are employed in agriculture, but the number of those engaged in agriculture declines.

The agricultural area of Belarus is 9.4 million hectares. Most of the ploughed lands are sward-podzolic. More than a million of ploughed lands are exposed to erosion. As a result of the Chernobyl disaster in 1986, 20% of farmlands were subjected to radioactive pollution and were excluded from agricultural use.
The main agricultural products of Belarus are meat, milk, potatoes, poul​try meat, eggs, grain, fiber flax, sugar beets, etc. The plant growing poten​tial is characterized by high density of grain in the overall structure of crops (nearly 50% or approximately 3 m ha). The grain sector is mainly presented by rye, wheat, barley, oats.
Winter rye, oats, winter and spring wheat, barley, sugar beet, vegetables are cultivated in Belarus too.
Today the structure of the cultivated area in the Republic of Belarus is changing in view of the developing market supply and demand for appro​priate types of foodstuffs. Grain crops are developing in the first place; this concerns mainly wheat, which previously was imported by the republic from other countries.
Belarus is self-sufficient in potatoes, milk and meat. It supplies other Republics of the former USSR with potatoes. But one of the problems is that about one third of farm produce is lost during transporting, processing and storing.
Another important branch of agriculture is animal husbandry. The po​tential of cattle breeding, the main commodity branch of agriculture, is great enough and is based on industrial technologies. Cattle, pigs and poultry are bred in Belarus.
The territorial distribution of dairy-meat farms and cattle complexes is more or less uniform. There are many big cattle breeding, pig fattening and poultry complexes in every region of our Republic. The poultry industry, due to the introduction of industrial technologies, is not inferior to that of manufacturers in advanced countries. Large henneries function around the industrial centers.
Ex. 2. Give the English equivalents for the following Russian words and word combinations.
1) валовой национальный продукт; 2) сельскохозяйственные пред​приятия; 3) колхозы, совхозы и частные фермы; 4) акционерные ком​пании; 5) компании с ограниченной ответственностью; 6) северная умеренная климатическая зона; 7) преобладание западных и северных морских воздушных масс; 8) среднегодовое количество осадков;         9) деревни и поселки; 10) быть занятым в сельском хозяйстве; 11) па​хотные земли; 12) дерново-подзолистые почвы; 13) низкое естествен​ное плодородие; 14) вносить органические и минеральные удобрения; 15) получать высокий урожай; 16) быть подверженным эрозии;         17) радиоактивное загрязнение; 18) озимая рожь; 19) яровая пшеница; 20) лен-сырец; 21) зерновые; 22) спрос на определенные виды пищевой продукции; 23) хранение и переработка; 24) животноводство; 25) пти​цеферма.
Ex. 3. Read the sentences translating the words in brackets.
1. The Republic of Belarus (находится) in the north temperate climatic zone. 2. Agriculture is one of the (самая развитая) industries of our econ​omy. 3. Farmers must apply organic and mineral (удобрения) to get (высокие урожаи) of crops. 4. More than a million hectares of ploughed lands (подвержены действию) erosion. 5. One third of the farm produce is lost during (транспортировка, переработка и хранение). 6. The number of the (занятые) in agriculture declines.
Ex. 4. Put questions to the words in italics.
a) About three million people or twenty-two percent live in villages and
rural settlements.

b) Most of the ploughed lands are sward-podzolic.
c) Many hectares of ploughed lands can't be used for food production
due to the Chernobyl accident.
d) Sugar beet and vegetables are cultivated in Belarus too.

e) Belarus is self-sufficient in potatoes, milk and meat.
f) Large henneries function around industrial centers.

Ex. 5. Answer the questions.
1. What is the economic and social development of Belarus connected with? 2. What agricultural enterprises are there in Belarus? 3. What can you say about the climate of our Republic? 4. How many people are employed in agriculture? 5. Why have many hectares of land been excluded from land utilization? 6. What are the main problems in agriculture of our Republic? 7. What are the main agricultural products in Belarus? 8. What products is Belarus self-sufficient in? 9. Is animal husbandry a well-developed branch of agricul​ture? 10. What domestic animals are bred in livestock complexes?

Ex. 6. Retell the text using the plan below:
1. Geographical position and climate of the Republic.
2. Rural population.

3. General characteristics of the agricultural area.

4. Arable crops and the main agricultural products.

5. Development of animal husbandry.
6. Forms of production organization.
Ex. 7. Read Text B and do the tasks that follow.

Text B

Agriculture is very important to Belarus, accounting for more than 11% of the country’s GDP and providing a valuable source of foreign exchange via a healthy export market. 

Belarus can be divided into three agricultural regions: north (flax, fodder, grasses, and cattle), central (potatoes and pigs), and south (pastureland and cattle). Cool temperate climate and dense soil are well suited for fodder crops, which support herds of cattle and pigs, and temperate-zone crops (wheat, barley, oats, buckwheat, potatoes, flax, and sugar beets). 

45 percent of land area is used for agriculture, of which arable land occupies 30 percent.  The soils are mainly podsols and  peats  and  large  areas  remain constantly water-logged. The soils, with the exception of those in the southern marshy region, are generally fertile, especially in the river valleys. 

Most of the country has mixed crop and livestock farming, with a historic emphasis on flax growing. Potatoes, sugar beets, barley, wheat, rye, and corn (maize) are other important field crops; a large percentage of the grains are used for animal feed. Cattle, poultry, and pigs are the main livestock. Considerable areas of the swampy lowlands have been drained since the late 19th century, with much of the reclaimed land being used for fodder crops. Dairy and truck farming are locally important in the vicinity of Minsk. Nearly two-fifths of Belarus is covered by forests, which are exploited for the production of wood and paper products. 

The country’s main agricultural products are potatoes (it is the world’s eighth biggest producer) and cereals – with arable farming accounting for 55% of output, and livestock (cows, pigs and fowl) making up 45%. Among other products there are vegetables, fruits, meat, dairy products. Much of this is exported to neighboring states, with Russia being a major market. 

The agricultural sector in Belarus, which employs about one-tenth of the labour force, is dominated by large collective and state farms. Private holdings were permitted for household use during the Soviet era, but, while their number increased dramatically following independence, they remained small in size. In the early 21st century a significant number of collective farms were sold to private or state-controlled companies.

The  greatest  problem  facing  agriculture  and  forestry  in  Belarus  stems  from  the  nuclear accident at Chernobyl in 1986. Most of the radioactive fallout was on Belarus and long-term radiation affects 18 percent of the most productive farmland and 20 percent of the forests. The marshy areas also retain high levels of radiation. Additional environmental problems derive from widespread overuse of  agricultural  chemicals  and  industrial  pollution,  although agricultural products are still exported to former Soviet republics after testing for radioactive contamination. 

Ex. 8. Give the Russian equivalents to the following words and word combinations.

1) healthy export market; 2) three agricultural regions; 3) flax, fodder, grasses, and cattle; 4) pastureland; 5) herds of cattle and pigs; 6) temperate-zone crops; 7) wheat, barley, oats, buckwheat, potatoes, flax,  sugar beets; 8) peats; 9) water-logged; 10) marshy region; 11) river valleys; 12) mixed crop and livestock farming; 13) field crops; 14)  animal feed; 15) dairy and truck farming; 16) wood and paper products; 17) private holdings; 18) forestry; 19)  environmental problems; 20) widespread overuse  of  agricultural  chemicals.

Ex. 9. Match the sentences.

	1) Belarus can be divided into
	a) are other important field crops.

	2) Most of the country has
	b) locally important in the vicinity of Minsk.

	3) Potatoes, sugar beets, barley, wheat, rye, and corn (maize)
	c) forests, which are exploited for the production of wood and paper products.

	4) Belarus’ cool climate and dense soil are
	d) large collective and state farms.

	5) The soils are
	e) well suited for fodder crops.

	6) Dairy and truck farming are
	f) widespread overuse  of  agricultural  chemicals  and  industrial  pollution.

	7) Nearly two-fifths of Belarus is covered by
	g) three agricultural regions.

	8) The agricultural sector in Belarus is dominated by
	h) radioactive contamination.



	9) The greatest  problem  facing  agriculture  and  forestry  in  Belarus is
	i) mainly  podsols  and  peats  and  large  areas  remain constantly water-logged.

	10) Additional environmental problems derive from
	j) mixed crop and livestock farming.




Ex. 10. Answer the questions.

1. What agricultural regions can Belarus be divided into? Characterize each one. 2. How many percent of land area is used for agriculture? 3. What types of soils are there in Belarus? Are they fertile? 4. What type of farming does most of the country have? 5. What are the most important field crops? 6. What are the country’s main agricultural products? 7. What agricultural organizations is the agricultural sector in Belarus dominated by? 8. What are the  greatest  problems  facing  agriculture  and  forestry  in  Belarus?  

  Ex. 11. Look through the following article and find the answers to the questions:

1. What is the goal of organic farming?

2. Why don’t state owned collective farms do organic farming?

3. Why aren’t private farmers interested in organic farming?

4. Were there any organic farming projects in Belarus? 

5. What are the benefits of organic farming?

Text C

Organic agriculture in Belarus – Does such thing exist?

A  goal  of  organic  farming  is  to preserve  environment  and  to  provide  high  quality  food.

What is known about organic, or eco-farming in Belarus? Apparently, state owned collective farms are not ready to discuss organic farming. They are under pressure to deliver the government production targets for meat, dairy and cereals. Most of them are not even getting sufficient subsidies from the state to pay taxes, loan repayments and bills for electricity, fertilizers and fuel.  

 Private farmers and individuals could’ve perhaps been more interested in organic farming, simply because they like to eat high quality fruit and vegetables and wish to use their pieces of land, plots and gardens sustainably by preserving fertility of soil. 

But in practice it is very complicated. In fact private farmers in Belarus are not allowed to own the land. According to the Belarus Land Code all agricultural lands are the state property. The only option for a private farmer is to rent the land. 

Despite the restrictions there are dedicated enthusiasts of organic farming in Belarus. In 2006 a NGO called “Women for the Revival of the Narotchansky District” (Komarovo village, Minsk Region) began the initiative to develop organic farming in the Narochansky National Park. They ran a pilot organic project using about 20 ha of land to develop organic farming best practices and provide training in organic farming.  

 Another group of enthusiasts was led by scientists from the Grodno Agricultural University. They organized and run a small organic farm in the “Nadezhda” Rehabilitation Centre for Children from Chernobyl (Vilia district, Minsk Region). The several years’ experience was summarized in the book by S. Tarasenko and A. Sviridov “Practice of organic farming in the Republic of Belarus”. The book provides details of organic farming approach, methodologies and standards. There is also an economic analysis in the book which confirms that the costs of the organic produce in “Nadezhda” farm is still a bit higher than the cost of similar produce from the nearby farms which do not do organic farming. 

 Scientists think that it is necessary to organize a National Organic Farming Round Table that will involve scientists, farmers and government agencies. Government involvement is the key to the development of organic agriculture in Belarus.  

 Nina Palutskaya 

Belarus 

November 2007

Ex. 12. Project Work. Working in the library or using the Internet database prepare a report about the activity of Belarusian agricultural enterprises. Be ready to present your reports.
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