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BBEJAEHUE

JlaHHOE y4eOHO-MeToquuecKoe mocoOue npeHa3HaYeHo ISl CTYJeHTOB
yUpeXIeHU 00pa3oBaHus, 00eCIEYHBAIOIINX MOIyUYSeHHE OOLIEro BHICIIE-
ro obpazoBanust mno cneunansHoctu 6-05-0811-01 IMpousBoxcTBO MpoayK-
U PACTUTEIEHOTO IPOUCXOKACHHUS.

Lenp ygeOHO-METOIMYECKOTO MOCOOHS — cHOPMUPOBATH Y CTYACHTOB
npo(heCcCHOHAILHO HANPaBICHHYI0O KOMMYHUKATHBHYIO KOMIIETCHIHIO IO
AHTTIMHACKOMY SI3BIKY B c()epe arpOHOMHH M PaCTCHUEBOICTBA.

[Tocobue HampaBiieHO HAa (OPMHUPOBAHHE A3BIKOBOW KOMIIETCHIIMH B Ta-
KHUX BUJAax pequoi?I ACATCIIbHOCTH, KaK YTCHUC, TOBOPCHHUC, NMCbMO U pas-
BUTHUC CICAYIOMINX yMeHHﬁI

— UCIIOJIb30BAaHHUE arpapHoOil U OMOJIOTHYECKOH TEPMHUHOJIOTHU B PaMKax
TEMAaTUKH ITOCOOHS;

— INOHUMaHHUC U MHTCPIPETUPOBAHNEC HAYYHBIX U TCXHUYCCKUX TECKCTOB
10 arpOHOMHHA U TEXHOJIOTHUU IPOU3BOJACTBA paCTHTeJ’IBHOﬁ MIPOAYKIIUH,

— pacro3HaBaHME W HMCHOJIb30BAHUE B PEYM JICKCHYECKUX M IpaMMatH-
YECKHX SBJICHUH, XapaKTePHBIX I NPOPECCHOHANIBHOTO S3bIKA;

— HaKoIUICHHE OOIIEero CJIOBAPHOTO 3amaca JJIS YTCHHs JIUTepaTypbl o
CICLHATBHOCTH.

3amanus ¥ MaTepuaibl T0COOUS PU3BAHBI IOMOYb CTYAEHTAM pacIld-
pUTh WX O0WIHMil KPyro3op M NpodecCHOHANbHBIC 3HAHUS B c(hepe arpoHo-
MHH, TIOBBICUTh MHTEPEC K M3YyYCHHIO NMPO(ECCHOHAIBHOTO AHTIIHUICKOTO
S3BIKa, @ TAKXKE CIIOCOOCTBOBATH PA3BUTHIO YIEOHBIX YMEHUH B OBJIAJCHUU
HWHOCTPAHHBIM A3BIKOM.

JlanHoe mocobue comepkut 8 pasnenoB. CTpyKTypa MmocoOust ompene-
aseTcs npodecCHOHANIBHEIMHU acleKTaMU MOATOTOBKH OYAYLIMX CIIELHaIn-
CTOB B 0OOJNACTH NPOHM3BOJCTBA NMPOLYKIHU PACTHTEIBHOI'O HPOUCXOXKIE-
Hust. Kaxknprit pasgen mocoOust COCTOMT M3 TEMAaTHYECKOTO CJIOBApSI, TEKCTa
JUISL YTCHUSI U YIPAXKHEHUH Ul aKTUBHOTO YCBOCHUS JIEKCHYECKOTO MaTe-
puana. ¥Yaensercs BHUIMaHHE TIOBTOPSHHMIO TIPaBHII TPAMMaTHKH.

B koHme mocoOusi mpuBeleH JONOJHHUTENbHBIH CJIOBapb, KOTOPBIH
000011aeT H3YUYEHHYIO JIEKCHUKY.

Pa3paboTaHHbIe 3aJaHUs MOTYT HCIIOJIB30BATHCSA KAK B ayJUTOPUH MO
KOHTPOJIEM IIPEeroJaBaTeisd, Tak U Ul CaMOCTOATEIBHON pabOoThI CTyIeH-
TOB.



Unit 1. WHAT IS AGRITOURISM?

Learning Objective: To define agritourism and distinguish it from other
forms of tourism.

Grammar Focus: Present Simple vs. Present Continuous st onucaxus
MOCTOAHHBIX MIPOLICCCOB U TeKymeﬁ ACATCIbHOCTH.

Text A
What is Agritourism?

Pre-reading task:
1. How can tourism be a tool for preserving rural communities?
2. What can visitors see and do on a farm?

Vocabulary

Agritourism /' a&grr, toarizom/ — arpoTypusM

Agricultural / aegr1'kaltforal ‘tvorizom/ — cenbCKOXO03HCTBEHHBIH

Working farm /'w3:kiy fa:rm/ — aeiictByromias ¢pepma

Sustainable /so'sternabl/ — ycToitumBblii, He HaHOCALIHMH yIEpOa OKpY-
JKaroleu cpene

To educate visitors /tu 'edzukert 'vizitoz/ — 06yuaTs moceTuTene

Education / edzu'kerfon/ — npocselienue, o6pa3oBaHue

To generate extra income /tu "dzenarert "ekstra ‘inkam/ — co3maBatb 10-
MOJTHUTEJBHBIN TOXO0/T

Rural area /'ruaral 'earis/ — cenbckasi MECTHOCTD

Countryside /'kantrisaid/ — nepeBHs1, cenbckas ri1yOHHKa

Rural development /'ruaral di'velopmont/ — pa3sutue cenbckux TeppH-
TOpHIA

Agritourism is a special type of business that brings visitors to a work-
ing farm. It combines agriculture (the work of growing crops and raising
animals) with tourism. This means farms open their gates to the public.
People leave the city to spend time in the countryside. They come to enjoy
nature, learn new things, and have a fun experience.

But agritourism is different from a typical vacation. It is not just about
relaxing at a hotel or beach. The most important goal is to offer visitors a
real and educational experience. Guests can see how a farm operates.



They learn where their food comes from. Visitors can even help with simple
tasks like feeding chickens or picking apples.

Agritourism is very important for farmers. It helps them earn extra mon-
ey. This is especially helpful when farming alone is not enough. It also sup-
ports other local businesses and teaches people about the value of rural life.

In simple terms, agritourism builds a bridge. It connects people from cit-
ies to the land. It connects those who eat food to those who grow it. And it
combines a good time with valuable learning.

Agritourism is far more than a simple holiday retreat; it is a strategic re-
sponse to the economic and social challenges facing modern agriculture.
At its core, agritourism is a commercial enterprise that merges the tradition-
al workings of a productive farm with the hospitality industry, inviting the
public to engage directly with the rural environment. Activities range from
hands-on participation in harvests to workshops on artisanal cheese-making,
thereby fostering a deeper appreciation for agricultural processes.

For the farmer, the benefits are multifaceted. Firstly, it diversifies in-
come streams, creating a crucial financial buffer against the volatility of
crop yields and market prices. Secondly, it serves as a powerful marketing
tool, allowing farmers to sell their value-added products (such as organic
jam or farm-bottled wine) directly to consumers effectively shortening the
supply chain. Ultimately, agritourism sustains not just individual farms but
also revitalizes entire rural communities by creating jobs and preserving
cultural heritage.

Agritourism is a business led by a farm that invites the public to visit for
enjoyment and education. It connects people with the source of their food
and rural life.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions.

1. According to the text, what are the reasons for the development of
agritourism?

2. Explain the difference between "passive tourism" and the "experien-
tial" nature of agritourism.

3. How does agritourism function as a marketing tool for farmers?

4. What activities can a visitor do on an agritourism farm?

5. What two industries does agritourism combine?

6. Why is agritourism important for farmers?



Exercise 2. True or False? Correct the false statements.

1. Agritourism is only about relaxing in the countryside.

2. A working farm means it is a model for display only.

3. Generating extra income is a key benefit for farmers.

4. Agritourism has no connection to sustainable tourism.

5. Educating visitors is a fundamental part of the agritourism experience.

Exercise 3. Match the words with their definitions.

1. Agriculture a) Related to the countryside, not the city

2. Public b) The science or practice of farming

3. Countryside c) To make money

4. Generate income d) The people in general

5. Rural e) Land outside of towns and cities

6. Educational f) Providing knowledge or learning.
TextB

The History of Agritourism

Pre-reading task:
What words do you associate with "hospitality in the countryside"?

Vocabulary

A tradition dating back / tra'difon 'dertiy baek/ — Tpaguuus, yxoasias
KOPHSIMH B...

Rural hospitality /' ruaral  hospr telati/ — ceabpckoe rOCTEIPUUMCTBO

A form of accommodation /s fo:m av o koma'deifon/ — ¢opma pazme-
IICHUS

Urbanization / 3:bonai' zeifon/ — ypbanuzarus

To escape the city /tu 1'skerp 0o 'siti/ — cOexats U3 ropoaa

A revenue stream /o 'revonju: stri:m/ — HICTOYHUK JOX0]1a

To formalize into a business /tu 'fo:molaiz 'intu o 'biznos/ — opopMuTH-
cs B Ou3Hec

The post-war era /03 ,paust’ wor '1ora/ — OCIEBOCHHAS M0Xa

A strategic diversification /s stra'ti:dsik dar, v3:sifi ketfon/ — ctpareru-
JyecKast TUBEepCHU(DUKALIHS

A thriving industry /o 'Orarviy ‘idastri/ — nporBeraromas 0Tpacib



The story of agritourism is not a modern invention. It is a tradition da-
ting back centuries, rooted in the fundamental principle of rural hospitality.
Long before it had a name, offering shelter and food to a weary traveler was
a common practice across the world. For pilgrims walking ancient trails,
merchants transporting goods along trade routes, or simply people moving
between villages, finding a form of accommodation meant relying on the
kindness of strangers. This was not a commercial transaction but a moral
duty and a vital part of rural communities. Payment, if offered, was often a
helping hand with chores, a share of food, or a simple thank you.

The shift from informal hospitality to a more structured form of leisure
began with the changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution and rap-
id urbanization in the 18th and 19th centuries. As people moved from vil-
lages to crowded, smoky, and fast-paced cities to work in factories, a new
sentiment emerged among the growing middle and upper classes: a romanti-
cized nostalgia for the countryside they had left behind. Wealthy citizens
started to view rural areas not as a place of hard labor, but as an idyllic re-
treat — a place to escape the city for fresh air, peace, quiet, and a connection to
a simpler way of life. They would often spend summers in the countryside.

The true birth of agritourism as we recognize it today occurred in the
second half of the 20th century. The post-war era in Europe and North
America brought unprecedented economic growth, increased leisure time.
Improved infrastructure and mobility meant the countryside was now acces-
sible to more than just the wealthy. Simultaneously, the agricultural sector
began to face pressures from globalization and industrialization. Farmers,
seeking a strategic diversification, began to actively market their farm vaca-
tions. They transitioned from passive hosts to active entrepreneurs, creating
structured activities like fruit picking, animal feeding to attract urban fami-
lies eager for an authentic and educational experience.

What began as a necessary act of kindness and evolved into a seasonal
holiday for city dwellers has now blossomed into a thriving global industry.
Modern agritourism is a sophisticated tool for rural development, environ-
mental education, and cultural preservation. It offers a deeper understanding
of where our food comes from, successfully bridging the gap between the
urban and the rural.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions.
1. Is agritourism a modern invention?



2. What were the reasons for travel in ancient times mentioned in the
text?

3. How did the Industrial Revolution change people's perception of the
countryside?

4. Why was the post-war era a "perfect storm" for the development of
agritourism?

5. What is the difference between historical rural hospitality and modern
agritourism?

6. The text says modern agritourism helps bridge the gap between the
urban and the rural. Do you agree?

Exercise 2. Decide if the following statements are True (T), False
(F), or the information is Not Stated (NS).

1. Payment from travelers in the past was always expected in the form of
money.

2. Urbanization created a demand for countryside holidays.

3. Only very rich people could travel to the countryside after the Indus-
trial Revolution.

4. The development of better public transport was key to the growth of
agritourism.

5. The main goal of modern agritourism is to provide cheap accommo-
dation.

6. Farmers started agritourism businesses primarily for cultural ex-
change.

Exercise 3. Research & Presentation Project.

1. A Local History: Investigate the history of agritourism in a specific
rural region of your country. When did it start and why?

2. Case Study: Profile a specific agritourism business (anywhere in the
world). What does it offer? How does it blend tradition with modern busi-
ness practices?

Text C
An Interview with Farmer Anna

Reporter: Anna, thank you for your time. First, can you tell us what you
do?

Farmer Anna: Of course. | am a farmer, but my business is special. |
run an agritourism farm. That means | don't just grow food I also welcome
visitors to my farm.



Reporter: So, is it like a hotel on a farm?

Farmer Anna: Not exactly! A hotel is just for sleeping. Agritourism is
about the experience. Visitors come to learn and participate. They help feed
the animals, collect eggs, or pick vegetables. They see the real work of a
working farm.

Reporter: Why is this important for you?

Farmer Anna: It helps me generate extra income. Farming is unpredict-
able. But visitors come all year. They pay for tours, meals, and activities.
This money helps me sustain my farm. Also, | love to educate people. They
leave knowing more about rural life and where their food comes from.

Reporter: So, is it more than a vacation?

Farmer Anna: Yes, it is. A vacation is for rest. Agritourism is for con-
nection. It connects city people with the countryside. It’s fun, but it’s also
educational. That’s the best part.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions.

1. What is the main difference between a hotel and an agritourism farm,
according to Anna?

2. Name two activities that visitors can do on Anna's farm.

3. What are two reasons why agritourism is important for Anna?

4. What does Anna say agritourism "connects™?

Exercise 2. Find the words in the interview that match these defini-
tions.

1. A farm that is actively used for growing food and raising animals.

2. To make additional money.

3. Related to the areas outside of cities and towns.

4. The act of teaching people about something.

Exercise 3. Write True, False or Not Stated next to each sentence.

1. Anna's farm is only a hotel for people who want to sleep in the coun-
tryside.

2. Visitors on Anna's farm can take part in daily activities.

3. Anna says that farming is an easy and predictable business.

4. Visitors pay for the tours and meals on the farm.

5. Anna believes agritourism helps city people understand rural life.



Exercise 4. Discuss these questions in groups.

1. What would be the most challenging part of running an agritourism
business? And the most rewarding?

2. If you had a farm, what three unique activities would you offer to
tourists? (e.g., "midnight vegetable picking,” "goat yoga," "beekeeping
workshop™).

3. Do you think agritourism is just a temporary trend, or is it the future
of rural tourism?

Grammar Focus: Present Simple Tense

We use the Present Simple to talk about facts, habits, and things that are
generally true.

Examples:

v' Farmers grow food. (fact)

v" Visitors learn about life on the farm. (general truth)

v' The sun rises in the east. (fact)

We use the Present Continuous to talk about actions happening now, at
the moment of speaking, or around now for a limited period of time.

v' Look! The farmer is feeding the chickens. (action happening now)

v’ They are staying on a farm this week. (action around now for a lim-
ited time)

v More and more tourists are choosing agritourism holidays. (changing
situation)

Exercise 1. Complete the sentences using the correct form of the
verb:

1. Agritourism (help) farmers make extra money.
2. Many people (visit) farms in summer.

3. She (teach) visitors how to make cheese.
4. Agritourism (combine) agriculture and tourism.

5. Farmers (work) very hard.

6. Visitors (learn) about rural life.

7. This book (explain) agritourism.

8. John (run) a farm.

9. She (welcome) visitors to her farm.

10. Ann (learn) about rural life.

11.1 (pick) vegetables every day in July.

10



Exercise 2. Complete the sentences using the correct form of the
verb in Present Continuous.

1. Be quiet, please! The guide (explain) how milk is pro-
duced.

2. Look! The children (help) the farmer to collect the eggs.

3.1 (pick) strawberries in the greenhouse at the moment.

4. We (stay) on a dairy farm for our vacation this year.

5. She (feed) the livestock right now.

6. They (learn) about organic cultivation methods this sea-
son.

7. He (work) as a volunteer on the farm this summer.

8. The tourists (take) a workshop on cheese-making now.

9. The farmer (show) the visitors around the orchard at the
moment.

10. These days our farm (generate) more income thanks to
agritourism.

Exercise 3. Choose the correct form: Present Simple or Present
Continuous.

1. Farmers usually work / are working very early in the morning.

2. | stay / am staying on a farm stay this week, and it's a fantastic expe-
rience!

3. The sun rises / is rising in the east. Look, it rises / is rising now!

4. She normally teaches / is teaching biology, but this month
she volunteers / is volunteering on a farm.

5. Our farm hosts / is hosting a big group of students for a workshop to-
day.

6. Agritourism helps / is helping to support rural development in many
countries.

7. Don't make noise — the baby lambs sleep / are sleeping.

8. We harvest / are harvesting the apples in our orchard every autumn.

Exercise 4. Complete the text about a typical day on a farm. Use the
correct form of the verbs in the brackets.

Right now it's 10 AM on Saturday. Farmer Anna (show) a group
of tourists around her farm. She often (do) this on weekends. Look!
The tourists (feed) the lambs. Anna usually (feed) them at 8
AM, but today the visitors (help). One man (take) photos. An-
na says visitors always (take) lots of photos. After this they
(go) to the orchard to pick apples. Anna's farm (grow) the best apples
in the region.

11



Unit 2. TYPES OF AGRITOURISM FARMS

Learning Objective: To identify and describe different types of
agrotourism farms, key people (host, guest, farmer).

Grammar Focus: Nouns as Adjectives (e.g., farm experience, harvest
time, crop rotation system, soil quality management).

Text A
Types of Agritourism Farms

Pre-reading task:

1. What agronomic skills are you most curious about learning?

2. How can direct participation in farm work change a tourist's perspec-
tive on food production?

Vocabulary

Farm stay /'fa:rm ster/ — npoxuBanue Ha hepme

Volunteer /, volon'tior/ — BooHTEP; paboTaTh BOJOHTEPOM

Harvest /"ha:vist/ — ypoxaii; cooupath yposkai

Cultivation / kaltr verfon/ — Bo3aensiBaHue, BeIpanuBaHue (PacTCHHIA)
Dairy farm /'deori fa:m/ — Mmonounas dhepma

Orchard /' o:ffad/ — ppykTOBBIH can

Greenhouse /' gri:nhavs/ — Termna

Workshop /' w3:kfpp/ — MacTep-Kiiacc, mpakKTUIECKOE 3aHATHE

Farm Stay/B&B: Overnight accommodation on a farm.

U-Pick Farms: Visitors pick their own fruit, vegetables, or flowers.

Dairy Farms: Tours showing milking processes, cheese-making work-
shops.

Lead-in Activity: Match the Farm to its Product

1. Dairy Farm a) Milk, cheese, yogurt
2. Orchard b) Fresh tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce
3. Apiary (grown without synthetic pesticides)
4. Sheep Farm c) Wool, meat, livestock breeding
5. Organic Farm d) Apples, cherries, peaches
e) Honey, beeswax, pollination services

12




Agritourism is for those who want to get their hands dirty and truly un-
derstand the cultivation process. It is deeply educational and active.

It is designed for educational experiences, appealing particularly to
those with a genuine interest in agricultural science and practice, such as
aspiring agronomists, students, and conscientious consumers. It moves be-
yond observation to active participation, making it a powerful tool for
knowledge transfer and cultural exchange.

World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms represents a global move-
ment connecting volunteers with organic farms. The exchange is built on
mutual benefit: volunteers contribute 4-6 hours of daily labour in exchange
for accommaodation, meals, and, most importantly, knowledge. Volunteers
don't just weed vegetable beds; they learn the principles of organic cultiva-
tion, such as the science behind creating nutrient-rich compost from farm
waste, the techniques of companion planting to deter pests naturally, and the
methods for building and maintaining soil health through organic matter
incorporation and minimal tillage. They might participate in animal hus-
bandry tasks, learning about breeding programs, ethical living conditions,
and the intricacies of a balanced feed ration for different livestock. This
hands-on approach provides an unparalleled understanding of the challenges
and rewards of sustainable agriculture.

Educational Tours on working farms are structured learning experiences,
often curated for university agriculture students. These tours are led by the
farmer or a specialist agronomist guide who can explain the ongoing pro-
cess. A tour of a crop farm becomes a masterclass in applied agronomy.
Visitors might analyze soil samples to understand pH and nutrient levels,
learn to identify common crop diseases and beneficial insects as part of In-
tegrated Pest Management (IPM), and study the engineering and water-
saving benefits of a drip irrigation system. On a dairy farm, the focus shifts
to animal science: understanding the genetic selection of herds for milk
yield, the nutrition science behind formulating feed, and the technology
involved in modern milking parlors and milk quality control. The goal is to
translate theoretical agronomic concepts into tangible, real-world practices.

Volunteer Programs are often seasonal and task-specific, attracting indi-
viduals who want to contribute to a clear agricultural objective. These pro-
grams are crucial for farms during labor-intensive periods. Participants
might join the annual grape harvest, where they learn about sugar level test-
ing and the importance of harvest timing for grape. Other programs could
focus on apple thinning in an orchard to improve fruit size, planting cover
crops to prevent soil erosion, or assisting with a sheep shearing operation.
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These programs offer a burst of intense, focused learning about a specific
agronomic technique and its critical role in the overall farm lifecycle.

The core of this venture is knowledge-based participation. The tourist is
a volunteer and an agronomy student. The farmer is a teacher, mentor, and
practicing agronomist.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Match the terms with their definitions.

1. Cultivation a) The process of gathering ripe crops from the
2. Harvest fields.

3. Volunteer b) The practice of preparing and using the soil to
4. Nutritient grow plants/crops.

5. Orchard c) A piece of land planted with fruit trees

d) A person who does work without being paid,
often to gain experience.

e) A substance that provides nourishment essen-
tial for life

Exercise 2. Complete the sentences with the correct words from the
list: soil health, irrigation, organic, cultivation.

1. farming avoids the use of synthetic pesticides and
fertilizers.

2. Good is essential for strong root development and
high yields.

3. The system on this farm uses drip lines to conserve
water.

4. The of delicate berries requires careful manual la-

bor and knowledge of plant biology.

Exercise 3. Answer the questions.

1. Who is agritourism for?

2. Is agritourism more about watching or doing?

3. How many hours per day do volunteers usually work?
4. What do volunteers receive from the farm?

5. Name one thing volunteers learn about organic farming.
6. Do volunteers sometimes work with animals?

7. Who leads the tours on a working farm?

8. What can visitors learn on a crop farm tour?

9. On a dairy farm tour, what is the main subject?

10. What is one example of a seasonal job for volunteers?

14



TextB
Recreational Agritourism

Pre-reading task:
1. How can a farm create an educational experience which is still con-
nected to agriculture?

Leisure Farms focus on providing guests with relaxation and enjoyment
in a rural setting, with less emphasis on manual labor and more on observa-
tion and leisure. This model masterfully blends hospitality with agriculture,
offering a passive yet authentic rural experience. It caters to guests seeking
relaxation, scenic beauty, and a gentle introduction to farm life without the
commitment of manual labor.

A Farm Stay or Bed & Breakfast (B&B) provides overnight accommo-
dation directly on a working farm, often in a beautifully converted guest-
house or barn. The appeal is the atmosphere and authenticity. Guests expe-
rience the tranquil rhythm of rural life: waking up to the sound of farm ani-
mals, having breakfast made from farm-produced food (fresh eggs, home-
made yogurt, jam from the orchard), and breathing in the fresh country air.
The agricultural connection is constant but observational. Guests might
watch the daily milking process, see tractors heading out to the fields at
dawn, or observe the progress of the harvest from the comfort of their bal-
cony. Here, the farmer's expertise in animal welfare and crop management
ensures a picturesque and productive landscape for guests to enjoy, making
the farm itself the main attraction.

U-Pick (Pick-Your-Own) Operations: This is a quintessential agritour-
ism activity that beautifully connects consumers to the source of their food.
Guests enjoy a leisurely stroll through rows of strawberry plants, blueberry
bushes, or apple trees, filling their baskets with sun-ripened fruit. They ex-
perience the satisfaction of harvesting their own food without the burden of
the hard, repetitive labor that defines a commercial harvest. For the farm, it
reduces harvesting costs and ensures product freshness and direct sales.

The experience highlights the direct link between agronomic practices
and the final product's quality. A tour of the vineyard, led by a knowledgea-
ble guide, delves into the concept of terroir — how the specific combination
of soil type, microclimate, and topography influences the grape's character.
Visitors learn about the science behind harvest timing.

Other activities can include guided nature walks along farm trails that
explain the local ecosystem, farm-to-table dinners featuring the farm's pro-
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duce prepared by a chef, horseback riding through pastures, or simple pic-
nics with a panoramic view of the cultivated fields and grazing livestock.
The activities are designed to be relaxing and enjoyable while framing agri-
culture as a beautiful and essential part of life.

The core of this venture is scenic observation and relaxed recreation.
The tourist is a guest and a consumer. The farmer is a host, hospitality pro-
vider, and curator of a rural experience.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Choose the correct option to complete the sentences
based on the text.

1. The main goal of a Leisure Farm is to provide...

a) intensive agricultural work experience.

b) relaxation and a gentle introduction to farm life.

c) professional training in animal husbandry.

2. At a Farm Stay, the connection to agriculture is mostly...

a) hands-on and physically demanding.

b) observational and atmospheric.

c) scientific and research-based.

3. A key economic benefit for a farm with a U-Pick operation is...

a) charging high prices for guided tours.

b) reducing harvesting costs and selling produce directly.

c) selling farming equipment to visitors.

Exercise 2. Read the statements and mark them as True (T) or False
(F). Correct the false statements.

1. On a Leisure Farm, guests are expected to participate in hard manual
labor.

2. The agricultural setting on a Leisure Farm is just a background and
has no connection to the activities or food offered.

3. At a Farm Stay, guests might observe farm activities like milking
from a comfortable distance.

4. The text suggests that the farmer's main role in these models is that of
a hospitality provider and experience curator.

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks with the correct words or phrases from
the text.

The Leisure Farm model masterfully blends 1) with agricul-
ture. It caters to guests who want 2) and a gentle introduction to
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farm life. At a Farm Stay, the agricultural connection is constant but

3) . For example, a U-Pick operation allows guests to enjoy
4) their own fruit without the burden of commercial labor. In all
these models, the farmer acts as a 5) and a host.

Text C

The Organic Farm: Learning About Soil and Plants

Pre-reading task:
1. What does "organic food" mean?
2. Why is healthy soil important for plants?

Vocabulary

Organic — opraHuYeCcKHii, HATYPaIbHBII
Soil — mousa

Healthy — 3nopossrit

Compost — komnocT (ynoopenue)
Natural — HaTypabHbIi, €CTECTBEHHBII
Insect — Hacekomoe

To feed — xopMuTh

To protect — 3amumars

An organic farm is a special farm. It does not use synthetic chemicals. It
uses natural ways to grow plants. This is good for the soil, plants, and peo-
ple. Visitors come here to learn about healthy food.

On an organic farm, the soil is very important. The farmer is like a doc-
tor for the soil. Farmers feed the soil with compost. Compost is made from
old plants and food. It is a natural food for the soil. Healthy soil helps plants
grow strong. Strong plants do not get sick easily.

Organic farmers protect their plants in a natural way. They plant differ-
ent crops together. This is called companion planting. Some plants help
other plants. For example, some flowers can protect vegetables from bad
insects. Not all insects are bad. Organic farms have many good insects.
These good insects eat the bad insects. This is natural pest control.

Visitors can see and do simple things. They can learn how to make
compost from farm waste. They can look for good insects in the garden.
They can taste fresh vegetables from the organic garden. The food is very
tasty and healthy.

The tourist is a learner. The farmer is an organic expert. Everyone learns
how to grow food in a natural way.
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COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Match the words with their definitions.

1. Organic a) A small animal with six legs (e.g., a bee).

2. Soil b) The top layer of the earth where plants grow.
3. Compost c) Made by nature, not by people.

4. Natural d) A natural food for soil, made from old plants.
5. Insect e) Grown or made without synthetic chemicals.

Exercise 2. Complete the sentences with the correct words from the
box. (healthy, compost, natural, organic, soil)

1. An ... farm does not use synthetic pesticides.

2. Farmers use ... to feed the soil.

3. Good ... is very important for strong plants.

4. Organic farms use ... ways to protect plants.

5. The food from an organic farm is very ...

Exercise 3. Mark the statements as True (T) or False (F).

1. Organic farms use a lot of synthetic chemicals.

2. Compost helps to make the soil healthy.

3. All insects are bad for plants.

4. On an organic farm, the farmer knows a lot about natural growing.

Exercise 4. Answer the questions.
o What is a natural way to feed the soil on an organic farm?
o Why are some insects good for an organic farm?

Grammar Focus: Nouns as Adjectives

In English we often use one noun to describe another noun. The first
noun acts like an adjective.

Examples:

v soil sample analysis (analysis of a sample of soil)

v harvest timing decision (a decision about the timing of the harvest)

v" animal welfare standards (standards for the welfare of animals)

v’ farm experience (an experience related to a farm)
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Exercise 1. Create compound nouns by combining a noun from List
A with a noun from List B:

Example: soil + science = soil science

List A: farm, crop, soil, pest, food, harvest, irrigation, country

List B: management, production, time, system control, science, quality,
tour, road

Unit 3. CORE ACTIVITIES ON A FARM

Learning Objective: To identify and describe core farm activities and
infrastructure
Grammar Focus: Modal verbs (must, have to, should). Giving advice.

Text A
Farm Essentials
Vocabulary

Basic crops /'beisik krops/ — OCHOBHBIE CENBCKOXO3AHCTBEHHBIE KYJIb-
TypbI

Cereals /'s1oriolz/ — 3epHOBBIE KYIBTYPHI

Vegetables /' vedstoblz/ — OBomn

Greenhouse /' gri:nhavs/ — Terumna

Fruit /fru:t/ — ®pykrs

Livestock /'larvstok/ — CenbCckoX035HCTBEHHBIC )KUBOTHBIC

Poultry /' pouvltri/ — [Jomamuinss ntuma

Cattle /'kaetl/ — KpymHblit poratslii ckoT

Sheep /[i:p/ — OBIBI

Tools and machinery /tu:lz and ma'fi:nari/ — UHCTpyMeHTHI 1 TeXHUKA

Tractor /'trekto/ — TpakTop

Harvester /"ha:visto/ — Kombaiin

A farm is a complex system where plants and animals are raised for
food, fiber, and other products. Understanding its core components is the
first step to appreciating farm life. The foundation of any farm lies in
its basic crops and livestock.

The most common crops are divided into several groups. Cereals, such
as wheat, barley, and oats, are grasses cultivated for their edible grains.
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They are the cornerstone of global agriculture. Vegetables, including pota-
toes, carrots, and cabbages, are grown in fields or special-
ized greenhouses to ensure a fresh supply. Fruit trees and bushes, like ap-
ple trees or strawberry plants, provide essential vitamins and can be a high-
light for agritourism visitors.

Equally important is livestock, which refers to domesticated animals
raised on a farm. Poultry, such as chickens and ducks, are kept for their
meat and eggs. Cattle, like cows, are primarily raised for milk and beef,
while sheep provide wool and meat. Managing livestock requires daily at-
tention to their feeding, health, and living conditions.

To work the land and care for the animals, farmers rely on various tools
and machinery. A tractor is the most universal machine; it is used for
pulling equipment, plowing fields, and transporting goods. For harvesting
grains, a combine harvester (or simply harvester) is essential—it reaps,
threshes, and cleans the crop in one single operation. Smaller tools, like
shovels, rakes, and watering cans, are indispensable for daily tasks in
the kitchen garden and with the animals.

Understanding these essentials — the crops in the field, the animals in the
barn, and the machines in the shed — provides a clear picture of the farm's
core productive elements.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions.

1. What are the three main groups of crops mentioned in the text?
2. What is the primary purpose of a tractor on a farm?

3. Name two products that farmers can get from poultry.

4. Why is a harvester a very efficient machine?

Exercise 2. Match the words to their definitions.

1. Field a) A vehicle used for pulling farm equipment
2. Tractor b) An area of open land planted with crops
3. Cereals ¢) A building with transparent walls for growing
4. Greenhouse plants.
5. Harvest e) Grasses grown for their edible grains
d) Gathering crops
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Text B. Core Activities on a Farm
Vocabulary

Core activities /ko:r &k'tivatiz/ — OcHOBHBIE BUIBI AEATEIBHOCTH
Plowing /'plaviy/ — Bemamka

Sowing /'sauiy/ — IToces

Irrigation / 11’ getfon/ — Opormenne

Crop maintenance /krop ‘meintonans/ — YXo1 3a moceBaMu
Harvest /' ha:vist/ — Yoopxka ypoxas

Animal husbandry /' @nimal "hazbondri/ — )XuBotHOBOICTBO
Feeding /'fi:diy/ — Kopmienune

Fodder /' fodo/ — @ypax, KopM 115 )KUBOTHBIX

Life on a farm is governed by a cycle of essential tasks that ensure the
health of the crops and animals. These core activities require knowledge,
diligence, and often, specific machinery.

A fundamental activity is plowing, which turns over the upper layer of
soil, bringing fresh nutrients to the surface and preparing the seedbed. After
plowing, sowing takes place, where seeds are planted in the soil. Once the
crops are established, irrigation is crucial, especially in dry periods, to pro-
vide water for growth. Protecting plants from weeds and pests is an ongoing
task known as crop maintenance.

The culmination of the growing season is the harvest, the process of
gathering mature crops from the fields. This is a critical and often busy
time. For grains, this is done with a harvester, while many fruits and vege-
tables are still harvested by hand to prevent damage.

Animal husbandry involves a different set of routines. The most regular
task is feeding the animals a balanced diet, which often includes fodder like
hay or specially prepared feed. Ensuring a constant supply of clean water is
equally important. For dairy farms, milking is a daily, non-negotiable activi-
ty that must be performed at regular intervals to maintain the animals' health
and milk production. Furthermore, farmers have to maintain clean barns and
shelters to prevent disease.

For anyone working on a farm, safety is paramount. You should always
be aware of moving machinery and animals. When using tools,
you must wear appropriate gloves and footwear. It is also advised that
you should listen carefully to the farmer's instructions, as they know the
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specific risks and routines of their farm. Following these rules is not just
about efficiency; it is a matter of well-being for both people and the farm's
inhabitants.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Complete the sentences with must, have to, or should.

1. You wear sturdy boots when working in the field; it's a
safety rule.

2. If you want to have a good yield, you water your vegeta-
bles during a drought.

3. You ask the farmer before you feed any animals; it's a
good idea.

4. To get to the farm on time, we wake up at 5 a.m. tomor-
row.

5. Visitors listen to the safety briefing before the tour be-
gins.

Exercise 2. Answer the questions.

1. What is the purpose of plowing?

2. Why is irrigation important?

3. List two daily tasks involved in animal husbandry.

Exercise 3. Choose an activity from the text (e.g., harvesting, plow-
ing). Write 4-5 sentences describing the process. Use at least one sen-
tence with must or have to and one with should.

Example: During the apple harvest, workers have to be very careful not
to bruise the fruit. They should pick the apples by hand and place them gen-
tly in baskets...

TextC
Farm Infrastructure for Agritourism Operations
Pre-Reading Task:
1. What types of facilities do you think are essential for a working farm?

2. What modifications might be needed to adapt farm facilities for
agritourism?
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Vocabulary

Barn /ba:rn/ — am6ap, xieB

Greenhouse /' gri:nhavs/ — Terutuia

Storage facility /'sto:rid3 fa'siloti/ — ckaaackoe moMerneHue
Processing area /'prausesin 'earia/ — 30Ha nepepaboTKu
Tractor /'trekts/ — TpakTOp

Plow /plav/ — mnyr

Seeder /'si:do/ — cestka

Irrigation system / ir1'getfon 'sistom/ — cucteMa OpOLICHHUS
Milking machine /' milkiy mo'[i:n/ — mowsbHBII anmapar
Signage /'samid3/ — ykazatenu

Pathway /'pa:0wel/ — mopoxka

Viewing platform /' vju:my "pleetfo:m/ — cMoTpoBas miomiaaka
Demonstration area / demon'streifon 'eario/ — 1eMOHCTpalMOHHAS 30Ha

Modern farms require specialized facilities and equipment to operate ef-
ficiently while ensuring safety for both workers and visitors. Understanding
this infrastructure is crucial for successful agritourism management.

The backbone of any agricultural operation includes several key struc-
tures. A barn serves as a multi-purpose building for animal shelter, equip-
ment storage, and sometimes processing activities. Stables provide special-
ized housing for horses and other large animals, while greenhouses extend
growing seasons and protect delicate plants. Storage facilities safeguard
harvests, tools, and supplies from weather and pests, and processing are-
as enable value-added activities like cheese making or jam production.
Farmers must maintain these structures in good repair to ensure operational
safety and efficiency. Regular inspections have to be conducted to identify
potential hazards like structural weaknesses or electrical problems.

Modern farming relies on various machinery and tools. Tractors provide
power for numerous tasks from plowing to transportation,
while plows and seeders prepare soil and plant crops efficiently. Irrigation
systems ensure consistent water delivery to crops, and milking ma-
chines automate dairy operations and maintain hygiene standards. When
visitors are present, operators must implement strict safety protocols. Dan-
gerous equipment should be clearly marked, and access must be restricted to
authorized personnel only. Demonstration areas with disabled or replica
equipment can provide educational experiences without safety risks.

Agritourism  requires additional infrastructure to accommodate
guests. Parking lotsneed to be well-maintained and clearly marked,
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and restrooms must meet health and sanitation standards. Pathways should
provide safe access to different farm areas, and viewing platforms offer pro-
tected observation points. Demonstration areas allow hands-on learning
under supervision. Farm owners have to ensure all public areas comply with
accessibility regulations. Clear signage should guide visitors and warn of
potential dangers. Emergency equipment like first aid kits must be readily
available throughout the facility.

Proper maintenance is essential for both operational and visitor safety.
Equipment should be serviced regularly according to manufacturer guide-
lines, and structural repairs must be completed promptly to prevent acci-
dents. Electrical systems have to meet all code requirements, and fire safety
equipment must be installed and maintained. Farmers should develop com-
prehensive safety plans that address both routine operations and emergency
situations. Staff must receive proper training in equipment operation and
safety procedures.

Traditional farm infrastructure often requires modification for tourism.
Existing buildings might need renovation to accommodate visitors, and ad-
ditional lighting should be installed along public pathways. Safety barri-
ersmustbe placed around hazardous areas, and educational dis-
plays should be created to enhance visitor experience. Operators have to
balance operational needs with visitor accessibility. While working farms
cannot eliminate all risks, they must identify and mitigate potential dangers
to create a safe, educational environment for guests.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions:

1. What are essential structures found on most working farms?

2. How can farmers make dangerous equipment safe when visitors are
present?

3. What additional facilities are needed when a farm opens to agritour-
ism visitors?

4. Why is regular maintenance crucial for farm infrastructure?

Exercise 2. Complete the sentences with correct modal verbs:

1. Farmers maintain all structures in good repair for safety.

2. Visitors approach dangerous equipment without supervi-
sion.

3. Farm operators provide clear signage for visitor guid-
ance.
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4. Staff receive proper training in equipment operation.
5. Electrical systems meet all code requirements.

Exercise 3. Match the terms:

1. Barn a) System for watering crops

2. Irrigation b) Protective equipment for workers

3. Safety gear ¢) Multi-purpose farm building

4. Seeder d) Machine for planting crops

5. Pathway e) Designated walking route for visitors

Exercise 4. True or False:

1. Traditional farm facilities usually need no modification for agritour-
ism.

2. Demonstration areas can provide safe educational experiences.

3. Maintenance is only important for equipment used in front of visitors.

4. Emergency equipment should be readily available throughout the
farm.

Grammar Focus: Modal Verbs

Bripakaer ctporyro HeoGXo- Milking must be per-
Must JIMMOCTB, 00513aHHOCTh TN formed at regular inter-
IIPABUIIO. vals.
Bripaxaet HEOOXOIMMOCTD
Have to 06yI:)HOBHeHHy}O B:CH.IHI/IMI:I Farmgrs have
to maintain clean barns.
00CTOATEIIECTBAMHL.
Should Bripaskaer COBET WM PEKO- You sh_ould be aware
MEHJALMIO. of moving machinery.

Exercise 1. Complete the sentences.

1. All visitors follow safety rules on the farm.
a) should b) must c) have to
2. If you want to grow good tomatoes, you water them regularly.

a) must b) should c) have to
3. We ___ get up early tomorrow to harvest vegetables before the heat.
a) have to b) should ¢) must

4. You touch farm machinery without permission.
a) mustn't b) shouldn't ¢) don't have to
5. They wear special clothing for milking - it's optional.

a) mustn't b) don't have to ¢) shouldn't
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Exercise 2. Paraphrase the sentences.
1. It is necessary to check the animals twice a day. (have to)

— We check the animals twice a day.

2. | recommend wearing boots in the field. (should)
— You boots in the field.

3. It is prohibited to enter this area. (mustn't)

— You this area.

4. Itisn't necessary to come on Sunday. (don't have to)
— You on Sunday.

5. It is very important to lock the gates at night. (must)
— We the gates at night.

Exercise 3. Correct the mistakes.

1. You must to clean the stables every morning.
2. They don't must feed the animals after 6 PM.
3. She shoulds wear gloves when gardening.

4. We have not to hurry — we have plenty of time.
5. He mustn't help us today — it's not obligatory.

Exercise 4. Farm Safety Rules. Complete the sentences
with must, have to, or should.

1. You always wash your hands after working with animals.
2. Visitors walk behind tractors when they're moving.

3. We wear special masks when spraying pesticides.

4.You feed the animals without asking the farmer first.

5. They work today if they're tired — it's optional.

6. | check the weather forecast before planting.

7.You touch electrical equipment with wet hands.

8. We water the plants today — it’s going to rain.

Unit 4. THE AGRONOMIC BACKBONE OF AGRITOURISM
Learning Objective: To describe core agricultural activities
Grammar Focus: Countable/Uncountable nouns (e.g., much water,
many seeds), articles (a, an, the).
Text A

Core Activities on an Organic Farm

Pre-reading task:
1. What work do you think farmers do every day on a farm?

26



Vocabulary

Crop cultivation /krop  kaltr'verfan/ — BelpaniuBanne cenbCKOX03sii-
CTBEHHBIX KYJIBTYP
Livestock breeding /'larvstok 'bri:dmy/ — pa3BeneHue noManiHero ckota

A working farm has two main activities: crop cultivation and livestock
breeding. These activities are the backbone of agritourism.

Crop Cultivation. Farmers grow a lot of plants. They grow tomatoes,
potatoes, apples. Farmers also need a lot of water for irrigation, sunshine for
growth and healthy soil. On an organic farm, farmers use compost and ma-
nure to improve the soil health. They do not use synthetic pesticides. This is
better for the environment and sustainability.

Livestock Breeding. Farmers also raise animals. They have cows,
chickens and sheep. The animals need a lot of clean water, fresh air and a
lot of space. The animals give us different products: eggs, milk and wool.
Organic farmers treat their animals kindly and give them natural food.

The harvest is the result of this hard work. A good harvest gives us a lot
of food and products to sell. This is the core of agriculture.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Match the terms with their definitions.

1. Crop cultivation

2. Livestock breeding

3. Harvest

4. Soil health

5. Sustainability

a) The process of gathering ripe crops.

b) Raising animals for products like milk, eggs, or wool.

c) The practice of growing plants for food.

d) Farming in a way that protects the environment for the future.
e) The condition of the soil, which is good for growing plants.

Exercise 2. Countable or Uncountable?

Write (C) for Countable or (U) for Uncountable for the following nouns.
1. apple

2. water

3. cow

4. soil
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5. eqg
6. manure

7. potato

8. sunshine

Exercise 3. Complete the sentences. Use much or many to complete
the sentences.

1. Does an organic farm use compost?
2. Do the farmers have chickens?

3. The crops don’t need water.

4. We didn’t pick tomatoes yesterday.
5. There is not sunshine in winter.

Exercise 4. Answer the questions.

1.What are the two main activities on a farm?
2.What do plants need?

3.Why is organic farming good for sustainability?

Text B
The Science of Soil and Plant Health

Pre-reading task:
1. Why is soil important?
2. What do you think plants need to be healthy?

Vocabulary

Soil composition /so1l kpmpa'zifan/ — cocras mo4YBsl
Nutrient /'nju:triont/ — muTaTeIbHOE BEIIECTBO
Decomposition / di:kpmpa'zifan/ — pa3noxenue

Compost tea /'’kompost ti:/ — koMmocTHbIN yait (ynoOpeHue)
Soil test /soil test/ — ananu3 nO4BLI

Nitrogen /'nartrad3on/ — azot

Phosphorus /' fosforas/ — doctop

Potassium /pa'taesiom/ — kamii

Healthy soil is needed for strong plants. The soil composition includes
minerals, water, air, and organic matter.

Organic matter is added to the soil. It is broken down by earthworms
and bacteria. This process is called decomposition. Nutrients are released by
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this process. These nutrients are food for the plants. Compost tea is often
used by organic farmers to add nutrients. Green manure is also planted and
then mixed into the soil.

Plants need nutrients. The most important nutrients are Nitrogen (N),
Phosphorus (P), and Potassium (K). These macroelements are needed in
large amounts. Nitrogen is needed for leaf growth. Phosphorus is important
for roots. Potassium helps the whole plant.

Sometimes, a soil test is done. The soil is analyzed in a lab. The pH lev-
el is checked. Then, the right amount of organic fertilizer is added by the
farmer.

On an organic farm, the soil is protected. The soil is not turned too
much. This helps the microbes and keeps the soil healthy.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Choose the correct option.
1. Organic matter in the soil is broken down by...
a) the sun

b) earthworms and bacteria

c) pesticides

2. The NPK macroelements are...

a) Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium

b) Water, Air, Sun

c) Earthworms, Bacteria, Fungi

3. A soil test checks the...

a) colour of the leaves

b) number of worms

c) pH level and nutrients

Exercise 2. Complete the sentences using the passive voice.

1. Organic matter (is added / adds) to the soil.

2. Nutrients (are released / release) by decomposi-
tion.

3. The soil (is analyzed / analyzes) in a lab.

4. Compost tea (is used / uses) by organic farmers.

Exercise 3. True or False?

1. Plants need only water and sunshine to grow.

2. Decomposition is a bad process for the soil.

3. Potassium is important for root development.

4. A soil test helps the farmer understand the soil's health.
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Text C
From Bloom to Harvest

Pre-reading task:
1. How does a flower become a fruit?
2. What makes a fruit taste sweet?

Vocabulary

Blossom /'blpsam/ — uBeToxk (miomoBoro nepesa)

Pollination / polr'neifan/ — onblaeHue

Fruit set /fru:t set/ — 3aBs3pIBanue MI00B

Photosynthesis /, fautou 'smbasts/ — poTocunTes

Ripening /' rarpaniy/ — co3peBanue

Heirloom varieties /'eslu:m va raiotiz/ — cTapuHHBIC, MECTHBIE COPTA
Hybrids /" hatbridz/ — rubpumast

The journey from a flower to a fruit is amazing. It starts with a blossom.

First, the flower must be pollinated. Pollen is moved from one flower to
another. This is often done by bees. This process is called pollination. After
pollination, the ovary of the flower grows. This is the fruit set. It becomes a
small fruit.

The small fruit grows. The plant uses photosynthesis to make sugar from
sunlight, water, and air. The sugar moves to the fruit. This makes the fruit
sweet. The process of ripening changes the colour, texture, and flavour of
the fruit. The harvest time is very important. If the fruit is picked too early,
it is not sweet. If it is picked too late, it is soft.

Farmers grow different types of plants. Heirloom varieties are traditional
types with great flavour. Hybrids are crosses between two plants. They are
often made for better disease resistance. Organic farmers choose plants that
are good for their local soil and climate.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Put the stages in order (1-4).

... The fruit ripens and becomes sweet.

... A'blossom appears on the plant.

... Pollination happens with the help of bees.
... The fruit set occurs, and a small fruit forms.
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Exercise 2. Answer the questions.

1. What is the role of bees in food production?
2. What process makes sugar in a plant?

3. Why is harvest timing important?

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks with these words: photosynthesis, ripen-
ing, pollination, heirloom, hybrids.

1. is the process that moves pollen between flowers.

2. Plants use to create energy from sunlight.

3. The process makes a fruit ready to eat.

4. varieties are old types of plants.

5. are new types of plants created from two different
parents.

Grammar Focus: Countable/Uncountable Nouns

1. Countable Nouns: You can count them. They have a singular and a
plural form.

o a farm, a plant, a tomato, a potato, a cow, a chicken, a product.

0 Use a or an before a singular countable noun. Use many with plural
countable nouns: A farmer doesn’t have many cows.

2. Uncountable Nouns: You cannot count them. They are things like
liquids, materials, or concepts. They usually have only one form.

0 water, sunshine, sail, air, space, milk, wool, food, compost, manure.

o Do not use a or an with uncountable nouns. Use much with them: Do
plants need much water?

3. Use the when you talk about something specific, or when it is already
known: "The soil composition includes minerals..." (We are talking about
the specific soil on the farm).

4. Affirmative sentences — a lot of

Negative sentences — much/many
Questions — much/many

Exercise 1. Categorize the Nouns: Countable or Uncountable.
apple, water, cow, soil, potato, sunshine, compost, egg, chicken, milk

Exercise 2. Complete the sentences with much or many.

1. Farmers grow tomatoes.

2. Crops need sunshine.

3. There are animals on the farm.

4. Organic farming uses compost.

5. The harvest gives us products to sell.
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Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks with the article: a, an, or the.
1. Thisis organic farm.

2. Farmers need water for their crops.

3. soil on this farm is very healthy.

4. He is planting apple tree.

5. They use compost to improve soil health.

Exercise 4. Correct the Mistakes.

1. We need a water for the plants.

2. The farmer has much cows.

3. They use many compost in the garden.
4. This is an healthy soil.

5. Please give me many milk.

Unit 5. PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF ORGANIC FARMING

Learning Objective: To understand and use vocabulary related to the
core values of modern agritourism and organic farming, protecting the envi-
ronment, using renewable resources, reducing waste.

Grammar Focus: Adverbs of manner to describe how things are done
(e.g., We farm responsibly. We grow food organically.).

Text A
Comprehensive Overview of Organic Agricultural Systems

Pre-Reading Task:

1. What does "organic farming" mean?

2. Why do you think consumers are increasingly choosing organic prod-
ucts?

3. What challenges might farmers face when transitioning to organic
methods?

Vocabulary

Organic farming /o:r'geenik 'fa:rmiy/ — oprannueckoe 3emienenue
Soil fertility /so1l for'tiloti/ — mmogopoaue moyssr

Crop rotation /krop rou 'terfan/ — ceBooGopoT

Green manure /gri:n ma'njuar/ — cuaepaTh

Compost /'’kompost/ — kommocT
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Natural predators /' neetfaral 'predotorz/ — ecTecTBEHHbBIE XUIIHUKH

Biodiversity / barovdar'v3:soti/ — 6uopasHoobdpasue

Cover crops /'kavar krops/ — HOKpOBHbIE KyJIbTYpbI

Vermicompost /' v3:rmikpmpost/ — BEpMHUKOMITOCT

Biofertilizers / barou ' f3:tilaizarz/ — 6uoynobpenust

Biocontrol / barovken trovl/ — GrHokoHTpOB

Integrated pest management /' mtigrertid pest ‘manidzmont/ — uHTErpH-
pOBaHHAas 3alllUTa PACTEHUN

Weed management /wi:d 'menidzmont/ — 6opsba ¢ cCopHIKaMu

Organic certification /o:r'geenik  s3:rtifi'keifon/ — opranudeckas cepru-
(ukanms

Quality standards /'kwnoloti ‘'steendodz/ — cTanmapThl KauecTBa

Organic farming represents a scientifically grounded production meth-
odology that emphasizes ecological harmony, biological diversity preserva-
tion, and sustainable resource utilization. This agricultural paradigm sys-
tematically avoids or substantially limits synthetic interventions — including
manufactured fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, and genetically engineered
organisms — instead leveraging natural processes and cyclical patterns to
maintain edaphic productivity and phytosanitary conditions.

The philosophical foundation of organic agriculture rests upon four car-
dinal principles articulated by the International Federation of Organic Agri-
culture Movements. The Principle of Health maintains that organic practices
should sustain and enhance the vitality of interconnected systems including
soil, flora, fauna, humans, and the planetary biosphere. The Principle of
Ecology emphasizes working within living ecological systems, emulating
natural patterns, and contributing to their perpetuation. The Principle of
Fairness advocates for equitable relationships ensuring justice regarding
environmental commons and developmental opportunities. The Principle of
Care promotes precautionary and responsible management protecting con-
temporary and future generations alongside environmental integrity.

Pedological management constitutes the fundamental basis of successful
organic operations. Strategic implementation includes sophisticated crop
rotation regimes that disrupt pathogen lifecycles and enhance soil architec-
ture. Leguminous green manure crops contribute to atmospheric nitrogen
fixation and organic matter augmentation. Systematic application of com-
post and vermicompost stimulates soil biological activity, while continuous
cover crops provide erosion control and weed suppression. Conservation
tillage techniques preserve soil structure and minimize disturbance to soil
biota.
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Phytosanitary management in organic systems employs ecological
methodologies. Integrated pest management prioritizes prophylactic strate-
gies through ecosystem manipulation. Habitat diversification enhances pop-
ulations of natural predators, while approved biocontrol agents and botani-
cal pesticides provide targeted interventions. Selection of genetically re-
sistant cultivars coupled with optimal plant nutrition creates inherent de-
fense mechanisms. Cultural practices including intercropping and sanitation
disrupt pest reproductive cycles.

The organic certification process mandates rigorous adherence to estab-
lished protocols during a typically three-year transition period. Producers
must maintain comprehensive documentation of all agricultural operations,
implement approved organic methodologies, establish protective buffer
zones, utilize exclusively permitted inputs from certified sources, and en-
sure complete supply chain traceability.

Empirical research demonstrates that properly managed organic systems
yield significant advantages including enhanced soil fertility and sustained
productivity, amplified biodiversity and ecosystem services, reduced envi-
ronmental contamination from agricultural chemicals, improved economic
returns through premium pricing and value-added products, and increased
resilience to climatic perturbations.

Notwithstanding these benefits, organic agriculture confronts several
challenges: elevated labor requirements for weed and pest control, yield
reduction during transition phases, limited availability of organic inputs in
certain regions, necessity for specialized knowledge and technical infra-
structure, and requirements for market development and consumer educa-
tion. Future progress will likely focus on refining production efficiency,
strengthening supply chain logistics, and expanding research into context-
specific organic methodologies suitable for diverse agroecological condi-
tions and cropping systems.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions:

1. What are the four main principles of organic farming?

2. How does crop rotation benefit organic farming systems?

3. What documentation is required for organic certification?

4. What are the main economic benefits of organic farming?

5. Analyze the interrelationship between soil management practices and
pest control strategies in organic systems.
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6. Explain the documentation and procedural requirements essential for
successful organic certification.

7. Evaluate the comparative advantages and limitations of organic farm-
ing from both production and marketing perspectives.

Exercise 2. True or False:

1. Organic farming allows unlimited use of synthetic pesticides.

2. The transition period for organic certification is typically one year.

3. Biodiversity conservation is an important aspect of organic farming.

4. Organic farming always results in lower profits than conventional
farming.

5. Soil management is not important in organic systems.

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks:
1. The use of living organisms for pest control is called

2. helps maintain soil cover between main crops.

3. Detailed is required for organic certification.

4. involves using earthworms to process organic waste.

5. The principle emphasizes working with ecological systems.

Exercise 4. Match the terms:

1. Green manure a) Practice of planting different crops in a spe-
2. Biocontrol cific sequence on the same field to improve soil
3. Biodiversity health
4. Crop rotation b) Plants grown specifically for soil improve-
ment
¢) Using natural enemies to manage pests
d) Variety of life in agricultural ecosystems

Exercise 5. Discussion: "Organic farming represents the most sustaina-
ble path forward for global agriculture." Discuss this statement considering
both the advantages and limitations mentioned in the text.

TextB
Integrated Approaches to Viticulture and Mushroom Cultivation
Pre-Reading Task:
1. What are the main requirements for successful grape growing?

2. How can mushroom cultivation benefit organic farming systems?
3. What connections do you see between viticulture and agritourism?
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Vocabulary

Viticulture Terms:

Viticulture /'vitikaltfar/ — BunorpamapcTso

Vineyard /'vinjord/ — BuHOTpagHUK

Trellis system /'trelis 'sistom/ — mmanepnas cuctema

Canopy management /"kanapi ‘manid3zment/ — ynpasnenue KpoHOH

Grape variety /greip va'raioti/ — copt BuHOTpaa

Pruning /'pru:niy/ — o0peska

Harvesting /' ha:rvistim/ — c6op ypoxas

Yield /ji:ld/ — ypoxaiinocts

Organic certification /o:r'geenik  ss:rtifi'kerfon/ — opranuyeckas cepru-
(ukanms

Mushroom Cultivation Terms:

Mycology /mar kolad3i/ — MukomoTHSI

Substrate /' sabstrert/ — cy6erpar

Spawn /spo:n/ — Munenui

Fruiting body /' fru:tiy "'bodi/ — moxoBoe Temno

Sterilization / sterslar’zerfon/ — cTepunusawus

Inoculation /1 nokju 'lerfon/ — uHOKY AU

Ventilation / ventr'lerfon/ — BeHTHISALHS

Humidity control /hju: 'midati kon'troul/ — KOHTPOIIB BIAKHOCTH

Oyster mushroom /'s1stor 'mafru:m/ — BemieHka

Shiitake /[1'ta:ki/ — munTake

Sustainable Viticulture Practices

Modern viticulture has evolved to embrace sustainable and organic prac-
tices that prioritize environmental health and product quality. The concept
of terroir — the complete natural environment in which a particular wine is
produced — becomes particularly important in organic viticulture, with spe-
cific vineyard practices that differ significantly from conventional methods.

In vineyard management, canopy management must be precisely timed
to ensure optimal sunlight exposure and air circulation. Pruning techniques
are carefully selected to balance yield and grape quality, while trellis sys-
tems are designed to support vine growth while minimizing disease pres-
sure. Natural pest control methods replace synthetic pesticides, and cover
crops between rows prevent soil erosion while enhancing biodiversity.

Organic certification requires a minimum three-year transition period
from conventional practices, with prohibition of synthetic fertilizers and

36



pesticides. The certification mandates use of organic compost and natural
soil amendments, with detailed records of all vineyard operations regularly
inspected by certification bodies.

Mushroom cultivation represents an efficient method of converting agri-
cultural waste into valuable protein-rich food. The science of mycology has
enabled farmers to develop sophisticated cultivation techniques that align
perfectly with organic principles. The cultivation process begins with sub-
strate preparation using agricultural by-products, followed by sterilization to
eliminate competing microorganisms. Inoculation with selected mushroom
spawn leads to incubation under controlled environmental conditions, in-
duction of fruiting body formation, and finally harvesting and post-harvest
handling.

Key production factors include ventilation systems to maintain adequate
air exchange, humidity control at 80-90 % for most species, temperature
management specific to each mushroom variety, light exposure optimiza-
tion for proper development, and strict sanitation protocols to prevent con-
tamination.

The combination of viticulture and mushroom cultivation creates valua-
ble synergies in sustainable farming. Grape pruning waste serves as sub-
strate for mushroom cultivation, while spent mushroom substrate becomes
organic fertilizer for vineyards. Shared infrastructure and complementary
seasonal labor requirements further reduce operational costs.

This integrated approach offers significant agritourism opportunities
through educational tours of both production systems, wine and mushroom
tasting events, hands-on workshops in mushroom cultivation, seasonal har-
vesting experiences for visitors, and culinary classes featuring paired prod-
ucts. The economic benefits include diversified income streams throughout
the year, value-added products from both operations, premium pricing for
organic certified products, reduced waste management costs through by-
product utilization, and enhanced market appeal through sustainable prac-
tices.

However, challenges exist in both viticulture and mushroom cultivation.
Viticulture faces climate change impacts on grape development, disease
management without synthetic chemicals, market competition from conven-
tional producers, and high initial investment costs. Mushroom cultivation
confronts contamination risks during production, precise environmental
control requirements, short shelf-life of fresh products, and specialized
knowledge requirements.

Integrated solutions include developing climate-resilient grape varieties,
implementing biological pest control, investing in controlled environment
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agriculture, establishing processing facilities for value-added products, and
creating direct marketing channels through agritourism. This integrated ap-
proach demonstrates how traditional agricultural practices can be combined
with modern scientific knowledge to create sustainable, profitable farming
enterprises that contribute to environmental conservation while meeting
consumer demand for organic products.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions:

1. What are the main requirements for organic certification in viticul-
ture?

2. How can vineyard and mushroom cultivation operations benefit each
other?

3. What environmental factors are crucial for successful mushroom pro-
duction?

4. What agritourism activities can be developed around these two agri-
cultural practices?

Exercise 2. True or False:

1. Terroir refers only to the soil composition in vineyards.

2. Spent mushroom substrate can be used as organic fertilizer.

3. Synthetic pesticides are allowed in organic viticulture.

4. Humidity control is unnecessary in mushroom cultivation.

5. Grape pruning waste has no practical use in integrated systems.

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks:
1. The science of mushroom cultivation is known as

2. systems support vine growth in vineyards.
3. Mushroom develops into the fruiting body.
4. Organic certification requires a -year transition period.
5. management involves controlling vine canopy for optimal
growth.
Exercise 4. Match the terms:
1. Terroir a) Mushroom planting material
2. Spawn b) Complete growing environment
3. Canopy c) Vine support structure
4. Trellis d) Above-ground vine vegetation
5. Mycology e) Study of fungi
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Text C
Sustainable Beekeeping in Modern Agritourism

Pre-Reading Task:

1. What role do bees play in agricultural ecosystems?

2. How can beekeeping be integrated into agritourism activities?

3. What challenges might organic beekeepers face compared to conven-
tional ones?

Vocabulary

Beekeeping /'bi:ki:piy/ — maenoBoacTBoO

Apiary /'eipiori/ — nacexa

Hive /haiv/ — yrnei

Honeycomb /"hanikeum/ — muenuHbie COTHI

Nectar /'nektor/ — nexrap

Pollination / poli'nerfan/ — onbuieHue

Propolis /' propalis/ — mponosnuc

Royal jelly /'roral 'dzeli/ — maTounoe MomOUKO

Swarm /swo:rm/ — poit muén

Beekeeper's suit /' bi:ki:parz su:t/ — koctiom mueaoBoaa
Smoker /'smoukar/ — geiMaps

Frame /fretm/ — pamka yibst

Forage area /'fo:rid3 ‘"erio/ — kopMoBast TEppUTOpPHSL
Pesticide-free /' pestisaid fri:/ — cBoGoaHBII OT HIECTHIINIOB

Beekeeping represents one of the most valuable components in organic
farming systems, serving both ecological and economic purposes. In organ-
ic agriculture, bees play a crucial role in enhancing biodiversity and ensur-
ing effective pollination of crops. The practice of organic beekeeping re-
quires strict adherence to sustainable methods that prioritize bee health and
environmental protection.

The primary ecological benefit of beekeeping lies in pollination. Bees
are responsible for pollinating approximately 70 % of the world's most im-
portant crops. In organic farming systems, where chemical interventions are
prohibited, natural pollination becomes even more critical. A well-managed
apiary can significantly increase yields in organic orchards, berry planta-
tions, and vegetable fields.
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Organic beekeeping differs substantially from conventional methods.
Key requirements include: placement of apiaries in pesticide-free areas, use
of natural materials in hive construction, prohibition of synthetic chemical
treatments, ensuring adequate natural forage areas and the use of organic
feed supplements when necessary

The beekeeper must maintain detailed records of all interventions and
hive management practices to obtain organic certification. Regular monitor-
ing of bee health and colony strength is essential, with particular attention to
natural disease resistance and swarm prevention.

Beekeeping offers excellent opportunities for agritourism development.
Visitors can participate in:

o Educational tours of the apiary

0 Honey extraction demonstrations

o Candle making workshops using beeswax

0 Tasting sessions of different honey varieties

o Learning about medicinal products like propolis and royal jelly

Safety measures must be strictly observed, with proper protective
equipment provided for visitors. The educational aspect should emphasize
the importance of bees in ecosystem conservation and sustainable agricul-
ture.

Beyond honey production, organic beekeeping generates income
through sale of certified organic honey and related products, educational
tours and workshops, pollination services for neighboring farms and sale of
queen bees and nucleus colonies to other beekeepers.

The market for organic bee products continues to grow, with increasing
consumer awareness about environmental issues and food quality.

Organic beekeepers face several challenges, such as varroa mite control
without synthetic chemicals, ensuring adequate forage throughout the sea-
son, maintaining colony health through natural methods and meeting certifi-
cation requirements. Solutions include using organic acids for mite control,
planting diverse flowering plants, practicing selective breeding for disease
resistance, and implementing integrated pest management strategies.

In conclusion, beekeeping represents a sustainable and profitable enter-
prise that aligns perfectly with organic farming principles and agritourism
development. When properly managed, it contributes to environmental con-
servation while providing multiple income streams for agricultural enter-
prises.
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COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions:

1. What are the main differences between organic and conventional bee-
keeping?

2. How does beekeeping contribute to organic farming systems?

3. What safety measures should be implemented when incorporating
beekeeping into agritourism?

4. What are the economic benefits of organic beekeeping beyond honey
production?

Exercise 2. True or False:

1. Bees pollinate about 70% of the world's most important crops.

2. Synthetic chemical treatments are encouraged in organic beekeeping.
3. Beekeeping cannot be combined with agritourism activities.

4. Organic certification requires detailed record-keeping.

5. Varroa mite control is not a challenge for organic beekeepers.

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks:

1. The primary ecological benefit of beekeeping lies in .

2. Organic beekeeping requires placement of apiaries in areas.

3. Beyond honey production, beekeepers can generate income through
services.

4, must be strictly observed during apiary tours for visitors.

5. is used for mite control in organic beekeeping systems.

Exercise 4. Match the terms:

1. Apiary a) Bee colony searching for new home
2. Propolis b) Beekeeper's protective clothing

3. Swarm c) Location where bee hives are kept
4. Beekeeper's sui d) Substance used to calm bees

5. Smoker e) Medicinal bee product

Exercise 5. Discussion: Organic beekeeping is more challenging but ul-
timately more sustainable than conventional methods.

Grammar Focus: Adverbs of Manner

An adverb of manner describes how an action is done. It tells us the way
or manner in which something happens. Most adverbs of manner are formed
by adding -ly to an adjective.
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0 Adjective: organic — Adverb: organically

0 Adjective: safe — Adverb: safely

If the adjective ends in -y, change the -y to -i and add -ly.

0 Adjective: easy — Adverb: easily

o Adjective: happy — Adverb: happily

If the adjective ends in -le, replace the -e with -y.

0 Adjective: gentle — Adverb: gently

o Adjective: simple — Adverb: simply

Adverbs of manner are often placed after the main verb or after the ob-
ject (We farm responsibly. They treat the animals gently. She plants the
seeds carefully).

Exercise 1. Form the adverb of manner from the following adjectives.
1. organic — organically

2. sustainable —
3. responsible —
4. gentle —
5. efficient —
6. careful —
7
8
9
1

. natural —
. proper —
. successful —
0. easy —

Exercise 2. Choose the Correct Word

1. Organic farmers manage pests . (natural / naturally)

2. We must handle the honeybees . (gentle / gently)

3. The new irrigation system uses water . (efficient / efficiently)

4. To ensure quality, they prune the vines . (proper / properly)

5. The mushrooms grow in the dark, humid room. (successful /
successfully)

6. The farm operates , thinking about the future. (responsible / re-
sponsibly)

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks with a suitable adverb of manner from
the list (carefully, gently, sustainably, organically, responsibly, natural-
ly).

1. We grow all our food , without chemicals.

2. The beekeeper opened the hive to avoid dis-
turbing the bees.
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3. They plant the seeds in straight rows.

4. Our farm runs to protect the environment.

5. We deal with pests , using other insects in-
stead of pesticides.

6. A good farmer uses all resources

Exercise 4. Each sentence has one mistake with the adverb. Find
and correct it.

1. We farm responsible on our organic land. —

2. The grapes are harvested careful by hand. —

3. They process the honey gentle to preserve its quality. —

4. It is important to manage the vineyard efficient. —

5. The mycelium grows quick in the right conditions. —

Unit 6. THE BELARUSIAN EXPERIENCE

Learning Objective: To identify the unique cultural and natural assets
of Belarus that can form the core of an agritourism offering, with a focus on
the agronomist's role in curating these experiences.

Grammar Focus: The Passive Voice (Present Simple Passive) mis
omucaHus mpoueccoB: The grapes are harvested in September.

Text A
The Status of Agritourism in Belarus

Pre-reading Task:
1. What makes the Belarusian countryside unique?
2. What is important for the development of agritourism in Belarus?

Vocabulary

Legal framework /'li:gl 'frermws3:k/ — [IpaBoBas 6a3a, 3aKoHOIATEIbHAS
OCHOBa

Registration / red3r streifon/ — Perucrpanus

Permit /'p3:mit/ — Pa3penienue, TuIeH3Us

Subsidy /'sabsadi/ — CyOcuaus, gotanus

Grant /gra:nt/ — I'paHT, nieneBoe GMHAHCHPOBAHME

Government support /'gavenmont so'po:t/ — ['ocymapcTBeHHas TOI-
TIEPIKKa
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Rural development /'ruaral di'velopmant/ — Pa3Butue ceibckux TeppH-
TOpUH, pa3BUTHE JEPEBHU

Unique selling point (USP) /ju:'ni:k 'seliy point/ — YuukanasHoe TOpro-
BOE MPEIIOKCHHIE

Agritourism is a rapidly growing sector that represents a strategic direc-
tion for rural development. While the concept is relatively new, it has de-
veloped significantly, driven by a desire to preserve cultural heritage and
generate sustainable income in the countryside.

To operate legally, prospective owners must undergo a process of regis-
tration and obtain the necessary permit from local authorities. This process
ensures that services meet specific safety and quality standards, which
builds trust with visitors.

Recognizing the potential of agritourism, the state offers various forms
of government support. This can include subsidies for infrastructure devel-
opment or low-interest loans, often facilitated through institutions like the
Belarusian Republican Foundation for Support of Agriculture and Food.
Furthermore, aspiring entrepreneurs can apply for special grant programs
aimed at boosting rural entrepreneurship.

For a Belarusian agritourism farm to thrive, it must identify its unique
selling point (something special about it). Is it the nature of the Braslav
Lakes region, a focus on authentic Belarusian cuisine or the traditional folk
crafts of a particular village? This is what will make the business stand out
in a competitive market, attracting both local and international tourists seek-
ing a genuine experience. Ultimately, agritourism in Belarus is not just
about hospitality; it is a powerful tool for preserving the nation's rural soul
while building a sustainable economic future.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions based on the text.

1. What are the two main drivers for the development of agritourism in
Belarus mentioned in the text?

2. Why is the legal process of registration and obtaining a permit im-
portant for agritourism?

3. What is the role of a Unique Selling Point in agritourism?

4. How can government support help a new agritourism venture?

Exercise 2. True or False? Correct the false statements.
1. Agritourism in Belarus is a well-established and old sector of the
economy.
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2. A clear legal framework helps to build trust with visitors.

3. Government support can only be received in the form of cash gifts.

4. The ultimate goal of agritourism, according to the text, is only to
make money.

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the Vo-

cabulary list.

1. Before opening his farm to tourists, lvan had to complete the official

and get a from the district executive committee.

2. The main of our farm is the opportunity to learn how to
bake traditional Belarusian bread.

3. The new law created a favorable for the development of
small businesses in the countryside.

4. The farmer received a to build a new guesthouse, which is
a great example of for rural entrepreneurs.

TextB
Defining the Belarusian Experience: Culture, Nature, and Authenticity

Pre-reading Task:

1. As an agronomist, what unique knowledge about local plants, soils,
and ecosystems could you share with tourists?

2. How can traditional Belarusian farming methods be presented as an
interesting experience for city dwellers?

3. Why is the conservation of agricultural biodiversity important for
both agronomy and tourism?

Vocabulary

Heritage /'heritid3/ — nacneaue

Folklore /' fauklo:(r)/ — dhombkiiop

Tradition /tra’dif(e)n/ — Tpaauums

Authentic experience /a: Oentik 1k’ sprorions/ — ayTeHTUYHBIH OIBIT
Local crafts /'loukl kra:fts/ — MmecTHBIE peméciia

Biodiversity / baroudar'v:sati/ — GuopasnooOpasue

Conservation/ konsa'verf(a)n/ — oxpaHa IpUpOIbI, COXPaHEHHUE
National park /'nef(a)nal pa:k/ — HanmoHaIBHEIH TAPK
Ecotourism /'i:kou tvarizom/ — skorypuzm

Birdwatching /'b3:d wotfin/ — HaGogeHue 3a NTHIAMH
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Agritourism is more than just hospitality; it is a platform to showcase
the deep connection between the land, its products, and Belarusian heritage.
An authentic experience here is not just about a rustic setting, but about
telling the story of the soil, the crops, and the traditions they sustain.

The Belarusian table is a direct reflection of its agro-ecology. Dishes
like draniki (potato pancakes), machanka (pork stew), and kalduny (dump-
lings) are not merely recipes; they are the result of specific crop varieties
and farming practices. An agronomist can transform a meal into a master-
class by explaining the selection of potato varieties for the perfect draniki,
the cultivation of local herbs, or the principles of organic farming that en-
hance the flavor of the ingredients. This turns a guest from a consumer into
an informed appreciator of local produce.

Traditional local crafts such as weaving from locally grown flax, pottery
made from native clays, and blacksmithing for historical agricultural tools
are all tied to the land's resources. An agronomist can host workshops that
start in the field — showing the flax plant — and end with a woven product,
explaining the plant's life cycle and its historical importance to Belarusian
culture. This creates a profound, educational link between agriculture and
local crafts.

Proximity to national parks like Belavezhskaya Pushcha and the Braslav
Lakes is a significant advantage. This is where ecotourism shines. Agrono-
mists can lead guided tours not just for sightseeing, but
for birdwatching and identifying wild relatives of cultivated plants, explain-
ing their role in the ecosystem and their importance for conservation and
genetic diversity. This highlights the agronomist's role as a guardian
of biodiversity, connecting the farm to the wider wilderness.

Belarusian folklore and celebrations like Kalyady (Winter Solstice)
and Kupalle (Summer Solstice) are linked to the agricultural calendar.
These traditions mark sowing and harvesting times, celebrating the sun and
rain. By incorporating these elements, an agronomist can frame the farming
year as a compelling cultural narrative, enriching the guest's understanding
of rural life.

Every element of the farm becomes a part of the story. Your scientific
expertise is the key to creating a truly deep and memorable agritourism ex-
perience that celebrates authentic Belarusian culture.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions based on the text.
1. According to the text, how can an agronomist transform a traditional
Belarusian meal into an "authentic experience™?
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2. What is the connection between local crafts and the science of agron-
omy, as explained in the text?

3. Why are national parks and their biodiversity important for an agron-
omist working in agritourism?

4. How does the text suggest using folklore in agritourism?

Exercise 2. True or False? Correct the false statements.

1. The text suggests that an agronomist's role in agritourism is limited to
growing food for the guests.

2. Ecotourism activities can include explaining the role of wild plants in
the ecosystem.

3. Belarusian folklore is presented as being separate from the agricultur-
al cycle.

4. The main idea of the text is that an agronomist can use their
knowledge to create a deeper and more educational experience for tourists.

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks with the correct words.

1. Protecting the of our region is crucial; it ensures resili-
ence for both our crops and the wild nature that tourists come to see.

2. Offering a masterclass in making pottery from local clay is a great ex-
ample of promoting

3. Leading a tour to identify migratory birds is a perfect
activity for guests interested in nature.
4. Celebrating the of Kupalle, which is linked to the sum-

mer harvest, helps to preserve our cultural

Exercise 4. Match the term to its definition.

Term Definition

a) The variety of plant and animal life in a
particular habitat.

b) Travel directed towards natural, often
protected, areas to support conservation.

c) The traditions, achievements, and beliefs
3. Ecotourism that are part of the history of a group or na-
tion.

d) The observation of birds in their natural
environment as a hobby.

e) A genuine and meaningful interaction
with the local culture and environment.

1. Heritage

2. Biodiversity

4. Authentic experience

5. Birdwatching
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Text C
A Successful Agritourism Farm in Belarus

Pre-reading Task:

1. What are the main agricultural challenges a small farm in Belarus
might face throughout the year?

2. How can a farm efficiently use its resources (land, labour, products)
to serve both agricultural and tourism goals?

3. What does sustainable farming mean in the context of a agritourism
farm?

Vocabulary

Mixed farm /'mikst ‘fa:rm/ — Cmemannas depma (pacTeHUEBOICTBO U
’KUBOTHOBOJICTBO)

Crop rotation /' krop rov terfon/ — CeBoo6opoT

Cereals /' s1oriolz/ — 3epHOBBIC KYJIBTYpBI

Root crops /'ru:t 'krops/ — Kopuemioasr

Kitchen garden /'kitfin 'ga:dn/ — Oropon

Yield /ji:ld/ — Ypoxaii, ypoxaitHOCTB

Fodder /' foda/ — dypax, KopM [UIs JKUBOTHBIX

Dairy herd /'deari 'h3:d/ — Monounoe cramo

Livestock /'larvstpk/ — CenbCcKOX035ICTBEHHBIE )KUBOTHBIE, CKOT

Organic fertilizer /o:"geenik 'f3:tilaiza/ — Opranudeckoe yaoOpeHue

Sustainable farming /sa’'stemobl 'fa:miy/ — YcroitunBoe cenbckoe Xo-
3SICTBO

Homegrown produce /'havmgrovn 'prodju:s/ — BeipaieHnHas Ha depme
TOPOIYKLHS

Home-processed goods /' haum- pravsest gudz/ — Ilpoaykuusi co6-
CTBEHHOMU MmepepadoTKu

Animal husbandry /' &nimal 'hazbandri/ — )KuBoTHOBOACTBO

Harvesting /'ha:vistin/ — Y6opka yposxasi, »xaTBa

The Tihonenko family's farm is a prime example of how deep agricul-
tural knowledge is the backbone of a successful agritourism business. The
family consists of father Piotr, an agronomist, mother Galina, a master of
traditional cuisine, and their son Mikhail, who manages the livestock.

It is a mixed farm that practices crop rotation on its 20 hectares. They
grow cereals like rye and barley, root crops such as potatoes and carrots,
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and maintain a large kitchen garden with a wide variety of vegetables and
herbs. This diversity is not accidental; it is a risk management strategy. Piotr
explains: "Crop rotation prevents soil depletion and breaks pest cycles.
The yield from one field feeds our family and guests, while the surplus from
another is used as fodder for our livestock."

Their small dairy herd of local breed cows and a flock of chickens pro-
vide fresh milk, eggs, and meat. Manure from the livestock is a key compo-
nent of their organic fertilizer system, closing the nutrient cycle on the farm.
"We sell the taste and quality that comes from our sustainable farm-
ing practices," says Galina.

Accommodation for guests is in a traditional log house. Meals are pre-
pared entirely from homegrown produce and home-processed goods. Ac-
tivities are seasonal and farm-based.

Key Challenges and Adaptive Strategies:

1. Seasonality: Tourist inflow is high in summer and autumn but drops
sharply in winter. To counter this, the Tihonenkos have developed winter
experiences like master classes on weaving and cooking with stored pro-
duce, focusing on the value-added products from their summer harvest.

2. Agricultural Risks: Unfavorable weather conditions can affect crop
yield. The diversity of their mixed farm acts as a buffer. If the potato har-
vest is poor, the income from cereals and tourism can compensate.

3. Daily chores fieldwork must be done regardless of the presence of
guests. The family has learned to integrate tourists into some lighter tasks,
turning animal husbandry and harvesting into an engaging educational ac-
tivity.

For the Tihonenkos, agritourism is not two separate businesses. It is a
single, integrated model where the success of hospitality is directly depend-
ent on the health and productivity of their land.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions based on the text.

1. Why do the Tihonenko family practice crop rotation on their farm?

2. How does the farm's mixed nature help it manage agricultural risks?

3. What is the role of livestock in the farm's overall ecosystem, beyond
producing milk and meat?

Exercise 2. True or False? Correct the false statements.
1. The farm specializes in growing only one type of crop for maximum
efficiency.
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2. The manure from the dairy herd is used as an organic fertilizer.

3. The problem of seasonality is solved by completely stopping the
agritourism business in winter.

4. All food served to guests is bought from a local supermarket to ensure
consistency.

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the text.

1. The of potatoes this year was excellent due to good
weather and our use of .
2.0n their , they grow like rye and
like potatoes, and also keep a of cows.
3. Making jams and sausages is a way to create from their
, which helps them earn money in the off-season.
4. The daily routine includes the cows and the

ripe vegetables from the

Exercise 4. Match the term to its definition.

Term Definition
a) The practice of growing a series of differ-
1. Sustainable farming ent crops in the same area across a sequence

of growing seasons.

b) A farm that operates both crop and live-
stock enterprises.

¢) Food given to domestic animals, especial-
ly hay or straw.

d) Agricultural production that meets the

4. Fodder needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations.

e) The amount of food produced per unit of
land.

2. Crop rotation

3. Mixed farm

5. Yield

Grammar Focus: The Passive Voice (Present Simple Passive)
am/is/are + Past Participle (V3)

v’ The grapes are harvested in September. (We don't say who harvests
them, the action is important).

v Manure is used as a natural fertilizer.

v The meals are prepared from homegrown produce.

v' Crop rotation is practiced on the farm.

50



Exercise 1. Complete the sentences about farming processes using
the Passive Voice. Use the verbs in brackets.

1. On this farm, organic methods (use) for cultivation.

2. The potatoes (harvest) in autumn.

3. Traditional Belarusian dishes (serve) to the guests.

4. Manure from the animals (recycle) as fertilizer.

5. New trees (plant) every year.

Exercise 2. Rewrite these sentences in the Passive Voice.

Example: Active: Farmers harvest the grapes in September.
Passive: The grapes are harvested in September.

1. The family grows all the vegetables on the farm.

— All the vegetables on the farm.

2. They prepare meals from homegrown produce.

— Meals from homegrown produce.

3. The agronomist explains the principles of organic farming.

— The principles of organic farming by the agronomist.

4. They use crop rotation to protect the soil.

— Crop rotation to protect the soil.

Exercise 3. Choose the correct form to complete the sentences.

1. The farm (is located / located) in a beautiful rural area.

2. Local crafts (are demonstrate / are demonstrated) during workshops.
3. Fresh milk (is collected / collects) every morning.

4. Guests (are invited / invite) to participate in seasonal activities.

5. The story of the land (is told / is tell) to every visitor.

Unit 7. THE BRITISH EXPERIENCE
Learning Objective: To explore the agritourism industry of the United
Kingdom, analysing its key characteristics, from traditional farm stays to
luxury glamping, and extracting best practices applicable to other markets.
Grammar Focus: Comparative and Superlative Adjectives
Text A
The Evolution of UK Agritourism

Vocabulary

Income — /' mkam/ — JToxox
Industry — /' indastri/ — OTpacib, HHAYyCTpHS
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Standards — /'steendodz/ — CranmapTei

Landscape — /'leendskerp/ — Jlanamiadt, kapTusa (B IEPEHOCHOM CMBICIIE)
Spectrum — /'spektrom/ — Criektp, nuana3ox

Tastes and budgets — /teists and "bad3its/ — Bkycsl 1 Or01KeThI

Types of Agritourism Offerings

Traditional Farm Stays — /tra'difonal fa:rm steiz/ — TpagumonHoe npo-
JKuBaHue Ha pepme

B&Bs (Bed and Breakfasts) — /bi: ond bi:z/ — Houser u 3aBTpax

Self-catering cottage — /self 'kertormy 'kotid3/ — JIoMuK ¢ caMOOGCIyKH-
BaHHEM

Luxury Offerings — /'lakfori ‘oformz/ — [IpemnoxeHns knacca JOKC

Rural escapes — /'ruaral 1'skeips/ — 3aropoHslit 0TAbIX

Glamping (glamorous camping) — /'glempiy/ — T'maMouHr (POCKOIIHBIH
KEMITHHT)

Rustic charm — /'rastik tfa:rm/ — JlepeBeHcKkoe o4apoBaHue

Amenities — /o' 'mi:natiz/ — Yno6cTBa

Adjectives & Descriptors

Long and rich — /oy ond ritf/ — Tonrast u Gorarast

Sophisticated — /so'fistikertid/ — Pa3BHUTBIH, CIIOMKHBIM, YTOHYEHHBII
Multi-faceted — / malti ' faesitid/ — MHororpaHHbIii

Diverse — /dar’v3:rs/ — PasHoobpa3HsIit

Authentic — /5:'0entik/ — AyTeHTHYHBIH, TOTMHHBIH

Immensely popular — /t'mensli 'popjsler/ — HeBeposTHO HOmysIpHBIi
High-end —/ har "end/ — BeicokoknaccHblIi

Significant (trend) — /sig'nifikont/ — 3HaunTenbHas (TSHACHLIMS)

Verbs & Actions

To be born from — /tu bi ba:rn from/ — Poxnarscs u3, BO3HUKATh U3-3a
To supplement income — /tu 'sapliment 'mkam/ — ITomoOIHATE K0X01

To ensure survival — /tu m' fuvor sor'varvol/ — OGecnieunBaTh BEDKUBAHUE
To evolve (into) — /tu 1'volv/ — Pa3BuBaThCst (BO YTO-TO)

To set standards — /tu set 'steendodz/ — YcranaBnuBaTh CTaHAAPTHI

To cater to — /tu "kertar tu/ — OpueHTHPOBATHCS Ha, 0OCITYKHBATH

To be run by — /tu bi ran bar/ — Yrpasnsitecst (keM-T0)

52



To be converted — /tu bi kon'v3:tid/ — BeITh IEPE0GOPYIOBAHHBIM
To redefine — /tu ri:dr famn/ — I[lepeonpenensats

To engage in — /tu in'gerd3 m/ — 3anumatbcs (4eM-1i60)

To open doors to — /tu "aupan do:rz tu/ — OTKpHIBATH ABEPH IS
To diversify — /tu dar'vs3:sifar/ — luepcuduuuposath

The United Kingdom has a long and rich tradition of agritourism, often
born not from leisure trends but from economic necessity. For generations,
farmers have opened their gates to visitors to supplement their income and
ensure the survival of the family farm. This practice has evolved from sim-
ple farmhouses offering a bed for the night into a sophisticated, multi-
faceted industry. A key driver in this evolution has been the role of bench-
marking bodies like Farm Stay UK, which sets standards and helps consum-
ers identify quality-assured accommodations. Today, the UK landscape is a
diverse patchwork of offerings, catering to a wide range of tastes and budgets.

The spectrum of agritourism in the UK is broad. At one end, you find
the Traditional Farm Stays & B&Bs (Bed and Breakfasts). These are typi-
cally family-run, offering a simple, authentic experience with a hearty
breakfast, often with eggs from the farm's own chickens. Another popular
option is the self-catering cottage, a converted barn or stable where guests
can enjoy greater independence.

At the other end of the spectrum are Luxury Offerings, which have rede-
fined rural escapes. Glamping (glamorous camping) has become immensely
popular, with accommodations ranging from beautifully fur-
nished shepherd's huts and circular yurts to modern pods and treehouses.
This approach blends rustic charm with high-end amenities.

A significant trend across all models is the focus on Educational and Ac-
tivity-Led experiences. Many farms now engage in rare breed conserva-
tion and open their doors to school visits. They offer hands-on activities,
such as participating in the lambing season or learning about sustaina-
ble farming. This diversification — moving from purely agricultural income
to a mix of farming and tourism — is a core strategy for the modern UK
farmer.

COMPREHENSION CHECK
Exercise 1. Answer the questions.
1. According to the text, what was the original reason for the develop-

ment of agritourism in the UK, and what is a core strategy for modern farm-
ers?
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2. Explain the difference between a traditional "Bed and Breakfast" farm
stay and a "self-catering cottage".

3. What role does an organization like "Farm Stay UK" play in the in-
dustry?

4. How does "glamping" blend different concepts to create a new type of
holiday?

5. Why is "diversification" described as a core strategy for the modern
UK farmer?

6. What is one example of an educational activity a visitor can do on a
UK agritourism farm?

7. What two main types of offerings make up the "broad spectrum" of
UK agritourism?

8. Why is agritourism important for the survival of family farms?

Exercise 2. True or False? Correct the false statements.

1. UK agritourism began primarily as a luxury trend for tourists.

2. A "self-catering cottage" is usually a converted building like a barn or
stable.

3. "Glamping" offers a rustic experience without any modern comforts.

4. The main goal of educational activities on farms is to entertain visi-
tors without teaching them anything.

5. "Diversification" means moving from a mix of activities to focusing
only on tourism.

Exercise 3. Match the words with their definitions.

1. Benchmarking (n.)

2. Spectrum (n.)

3. Authentic (adj.)

4. Converted (adj.)

5. Diversification (n.)

6. Conservation (n.)

a) The act of changing something from one form or purpose to another

b) The act of protecting and managing natural resources and the envi-
ronment

c) The process of comparing and measuring practices against a standard

d) Genuine and real, not false or copied

e) A wide range of different ideas, objects, etc.

f) The process of starting to produce new products or offer new services
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TextB
Roots in the Soil: Agronomy, Organics and Agritourism in the UK

Pre-reading task:
1. What is the difference between conventional and organic farming?
2. Why is soil health important for the food production?

Vocabulary

Agronomy /o' gronomi/ — arpoHOMUS

Organic farming /o:r'gaenik 'fa:rmiy/ — opranmueckoe 3emienenie

Soil health /so1l helf/ — 310poBbe MOUBBI

Crop rotation /krop rov'terfon/ — ceBoobopor

Composting /' kpmpostir/ — KOMIOCTHPOBaHUE

Biodiversity / baroudar v3:sati/ — GnopazHoobpasue

Sustainable agriculture /sa'stemabl "agrikaltfo/ — ycroitunBoe cenbckoe
XO3SIUCTBO

Pollinators /' polinertoz/ — HaceKOMBbIE-OTIBUTHTETH

Heritage breeds /'heritid3 bri:dz/ — TpaguunonHsie (HCTOPHUYECKHE) MO~
POBI KUBOTHBIX

Natural ecosystems /'netforal 'i:kousistomz/ — mpupoIHBIE YKOCUCTEMBI

Beyond a simple holiday, agritourism in the UK offers a deep dive into
the science and practice of sustainable land management. For many visitors,
it is a unique opportunity to learn about agronomy — the science of soil
management and crop production — first-hand.

A central pillar of this educational approach is organic farming. UK
organic farms that welcome tourists strictly avoid synthetic pesticides and
fertilizers. Instead, they focus on nurturing soil health through natural
methods. Tourists can see these principles in action: they might ob-
serve crop rotation, where different plants are grown in sequence to enrich
the soil, or learn about composting, which recycles organic waste into valu-
able fertilizer.

The goal of these methods is to work in harmony with nature. By pro-
moting biodiversity, these farms create habitats for beneficial insects
like pollinators and support rich natural ecosystems. Many also participate
in preserving heritage breeds of livestock, which are often better adapted
to local conditions. This entire system is a practical example of sustainable
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agriculture, demonstrating how to produce food while protecting the envi-
ronment for future generations.

For the tourist, this is an enriching experience. It is not just about seeing
farm animals, but about understanding the connection between healthy soil,
healthy food, and a healthy planet.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions.

1. According to the text, what is "agronomy"?

2. What are the two main natural methods mentioned for improving soil
health on organic farms?

3. What is the ultimate goal of the farming methods described in the
text?

4. How do heritage breeds of livestock benefit from this type of farm-
ing?

5. Why is this kind of agritourism described as "educational™?

6. What is one thing a tourist can learn about on an organic farm in the
UK?

7. What does "biodiversity" on a farm support?

8. What is the connection between soil health and the food we eat, ac-
cording to the text?

Exercise 2. True or False? Correct the false statements.

1. Organic farms in the UK use synthetic chemicals to protect their
crops.

2. Crop rotation helps to keep the soil healthy.

3. The main goal of these farms is to maximize production at any cost.

4. Agritourism on an organic farm can teach visitors about environmen-
tal protection.

5. Heritage breeds are modern types of animals created for high produc-
tivity.

Exercise 3. Match the words with their definitions.
1. Agronomy (n.)

2. Biodiversity (n.)

3. Composting (n.)

4. Sustainable agriculture (n.)

5. Pollinators (n.)
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a) The variety of plant and animal life in a particular habitat.

b) Insects that carry pollen from one flower to another, helping plants to
fruit.

c) The science of soil management and crop production.

d) The process of recycling organic material into fertilizer.

e) Farming that meets current needs without harming the ability of fu-
ture generations to meet theirs.

Exercise 4. Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the vocabu-

lary list.

1. The key to successful is understanding the relationship
between crops and the soil they grow in.

2. helps to reduce waste by turning kitchen scraps into nu-
trient-rich fertilizer.

3. A farm with high is home to many different species of
plants, insects, and birds.

4, , such as bees, are essential for the production of many
fruits and vegetables.

5. The main principle of is to avoid using synthetic chemi-
cals on crops.

6. The primary goal of is to produce food without damag-

ing the environment for the future.

Exercise 5. Speaking. Discuss the following questions.

1. The text says organic farming works "in harmony with nature.”" What
do you think this means? Can you give other examples?

2. How can the knowledge gained from an agritourism experience on an
organic farm influence a tourist's daily life (e.g., shopping habits, food
waste)?

Text C
Organic Principles and Agritourism in the UK
Pre-reading task:
1. How can a farm be a destination for environmental education?

2. What role do you think traditional farming knowledge plays in mod-
ern agriculture?
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Vocabulary

British countryside — /'britif 'kantrisaid/ — Bpuranckas ceiabckas MecCT-
HOCTH

Holistic approach — /ha'listik o' proutf/ — KOMIUIEKCHBIN ITOIXO0.1

Ecological principles — / ika'Indzikal 'prinsopalz/ — Dxonoruueckue
TIPUHITHITBI

Farming systems — /' fa:rmiy ‘sistomz/ — ®epMepckre CHCTEMBI

Resilient ecosystem — /r1'ziliont 'i:kousistom/ — Y croiturBas sxocuctema

Soil fertility — /so1l for'tiloti/ — [Tnogopoane noYBbI

Living entity — /'liviy "entati/ — XKuBoit opranusm

Green manure — /gri:n mo 'njuar/ — Cuneparsl

Natural fertilizer — /'neetforal 'f3:rtolarzor/ — HatypansHoe ynobpeHue

Organic matter — /o:r'geenik 'meetor/ — OpraHuvecKkoe BemecTBo

Nutrient cycle — /'nju:triont 'saikoal/ — KpyroBopoT HHTaTENIbHBIX Be-
TIIECTB

Natural pest control — /'neetfaral pest kon'troul/ — EcrecTBeHHBINH KOH-
TpOJIb BpeAUTENEH

Biodiversity — / batoudai'vs:rsati/ — Buopasnoobpasue

Balanced ecosystem — /'bealonst 'i:kousistom/ — CoOamancupoBaHHas
9KOCHCTEMA

Wildflower meadows — /'waildflaver 'medouz/ — Jlyra ¢ moneBbIMH
BETAMH

Habitats — /' habitaets/ — Mecra obutanus

Beneficial insects — / benr'fifal "msekts/ — [Tone3Hbie HacEKOMBIE

Rigorous certification — /'rigaras  s3:rtifi'ketfon/ — Ctporast cepruduxa-
THst

Carbon footprint — /'ka:rban 'fotprmt/ — Yrieponusiii cien

Verbs & Actions

To nurture (the soil) — /tu 'n3:rtfor/ — B3paumsare, nurats (04YBY)

To employ techniques — /tu 1mplor tek 'ni:ks/ — Microsp30BaTh METOABI

To protect from erosion — /tu pra'tekt from 1'rouzen/ — 3amumars ot
9pO3HU

To enrich the soil — /tu m'ritf 8a so1l/ — O6oramuiats HO4By

To rely on — /tu r1'lar pn/ — I[onaratecst Ha

To adhere to standards — /tu od'hror tu 'stendodz/ — Cobaronats cran-
JapThI

To enhance — /tu m'hens/ — Yiy4mars, ycHinBaTh

To deplete — /tu dr'pli:t/ — UcTommaTs
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The British countryside, with its patchwork of fields and hedgerows, is
increasingly becoming a living classroom for sustainable agriculture.
A growing segment of UK agritourism is dedicated to agroecology — a ho-
listic approach that applies ecological principles to farming systems. This
goes beyond simply avoiding chemicals; it's about creating a resilient, self-
sustaining agricultural ecosystem.

At the heart of this movement is a profound focus on soil fertility. Or-
ganic farmers in the UK view soil not as an inert growing medium, but as a
living entity. To nurture it, they employ techniques like planting cover
crops, such as clover or rye, which protect the soil from erosion. These are
often turned back into the earth as green manure, a natural fertilizer that
enriches the soil with organic matter and nitrogen, thus closing the nutrient
cycle on the farm.

Instead of relying on synthetic pesticides, these farms champion natural
pest control. They actively encourage biodiversity to create a balanced eco-
system. This includes maintaining wildflower meadows and dense hedge-
rows to provide habitats for beneficial insects, birds, and mammals that
prey on crop pests. By fostering this complex web of life, farmers reduce
the need for interventions and create a healthier environment.

This commitment is often validated by rigorous certification from bodies
like the Soil Association, the UK's leading organic certifier. This logo as-
sures visitors that the farm adheres to the highest standards of animal wel-
fare and environmental stewardship.

For the agroecotourist, the experience is one of immersion and under-
standing. It’s about walking through a wildflower meadow buzzing with
life, understanding how a hedgerow functions as a wildlife corridor, and
learning how these practices reduce the farm's carbon footprint. This form
of tourism offers a profound connection to the land, illustrating how respon-
sible farming can produce food while enhancing, rather than depleting, the
natural capital of the British landscape.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions.

1. What is "agroecology" and how does it differ from simply not using
chemicals?

2. What are the two main purposes of planting cover crops?

3. How does a "wildflower meadow" contribute to natural pest control?

4. What is the role of the Soil Association in the UK's organic sector?
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5. How does the text suggest a tourist can experience the principles of
agroecology firsthand?

6. According to the text, what is the ultimate goal of these farming prac-
tices in relation to the environment?

Exercise 2. True or False? Correct the false statements.

1. Organic farming in the UK is only about replacing synthetic pesti-
cides with natural ones.

2. Cover crops are used solely to provide food for farm animals.

3. Hedgerows are seen as unimportant for modern farming.

4. A certified organic farm guarantees certain standards of animal wel-
fare and environmental care.

5. Agroecotourism allows visitors to see how farming can have a posi-
tive impact on nature.

Exercise 3. Match the words with their definitions.

1. Agroecology a) The ability of soil to sustain plant growth by
2. Soil fertility providing essential nutrients.
3. Carbon footprint | b) A fence formed by a dense row of shrubs or
4. Nutrient cycle trees, important for wildlife.
5. Hedgerow c) The total amount of greenhouse gases pro-

duced by human activities.

d) The movement and exchange of organic and
inorganic matter back into the production of
living matter.

e) The application of ecology to the design and
management of sustainable agroecosystems.

Grammar Focus: Comparative and Superlative Adjectives

We use comparative adjectives to compare two things. We use superla-
tive adjectives to compare one thing to a whole group.

1. For short adjectives (1-2 syllables):

o0 Comparative: add -er (e.g., rich — richer, long — longer).

o Superlative: add -est (e.g., rich — richest, long — the longest).

2. For longer adjectives (2+ syllables):

o Comparative: use more + adjective (e.g., authentic — more authentic).

o Superlative: use the most + adjective (e.g., authentic — the most au-
thentic).
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3. Exceptions: Some adjectives are irregular.
good — better — the best; bad — worse — the worst

Exercise 1. Choose the correct comparative or superlative form to
complete the sentences.

1. Glamping is a (more luxurious / most luxurious)
option than traditional camping.

2. This farm offers the (better / best) educational ex-
perience in the region.

3. Agroecology is a (more holistic / most holistic)
approach than conventional farming.

4. For many families, a farm stay is a (richer / rich-
est) holiday than a hotel stay.

5. The Soil Association has some of the (more rigor-

ous / most rigorous) organic standards in the UK.

Exercise 2. Write sentences comparing the two things, using the ad-
jective in brackets. Use the comparative form.

1. Organic farming / conventional farming (sustainable)

N

2. A wildflower meadow / a single crop field (good) for biodiversity

N

3. The agroecology approach / using synthetic pesticides (good) for the
environment

—

4. Learning about soil health / just seeing farm animals (educational)

N

Exercise 3. Correct the mistakes.

1. This farm offers a more richer experience than a regular hotel.
2. Organic methods create the most healthy soil for crops.

3. Their breakfast is made from the more fresh eggs on the farm.
4. This is the goodest way to learn about sustainable agriculture.
5. Glamping is becoming more and much popular in the UK.

Exercise 4. Rewrite the sentences using the word in brackets.
1. Traditional farming is not as sustainable as agroecology. (more)

— Agroecology traditional farming.
2. No other farm in this region has such high standards. (the)
— This farm has in the region.
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3. A self-catering cottage offers more independence than a B&B. (less)

— A B&B offers a self-catering cottage.

4. This wildflower meadow attracts more pollinators than that field.
(fewer)

— That field this wildflower meadow.

Exercise 5. Use the comparative or superlative form of the adjec-
tives in brackets to complete the text about UK agritourism.

The UK offers some of 1) (good) agritourism experi-
ences in Europe. While traditional farm stays are 2)
(simple), luxury glamping is becoming 3) (popular) each
year. However, for an 4) (educational) experience,
agroecology farms are 5) (interesting) than conventional
ones. They use 6) (sustainable) methods to create
7) (healthy) environment possible.

Unit 8. CHALLENGES AND FUTURE TRENDS
IN AGRITOURISM

Learning Objective: To describe common challenges and future trends
in sustainable farming and agritourism.

Grammar Focus: Future Simple Tense for predictions (will/won't) and
First Conditional for real future situations (If + Present Simple, will + verb).

Text A
Modern Challenges in Sustainable Farming

Pre-reading task:
1. What problems do you think farmers face today?
2. How can weather affect farm work?

Vocabulary

Climate change /'klaimat tfeind3/ — u3meHeHHe KTUMaTa

Extreme weather /ik'stri:m 'wedar/ — s5KCTpeMalbHBIE TIOTOAHBIE YCIOBHS
Labor shortage /'letbar " f:1tid3/ — HexBaTKka paboueii CHITbI

Market competition /'ma:rkit kompi'tifan/ — pelHOYHAS KOHKYPEHIIMS
Supply chain /sa'plar tfem/ — nemovka MocTaBoK

Input costs /' mput kosts/ — 3aTpaTsl Ha pecypchbl

Pest resistance /pest r1'zistons/ — yCTOHYMBOCTD BpeauTeach
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Modern farmers face many challenges in their work. Organic farmers
have special problems because they don't use synthetic chemicals.

Environmental Challenges. Climate change will bring more extreme
weather. If the weather is too dry, crops won't grow well. If there is too
much rain, plants will get diseases. Farmers will need better water manage-
ment systems. They will plant more drought-resistant crops.

Economic Problems. Input costs for organic farming are high. If fuel
prices increase, farm transportation will cost more. Market competition is
strong. If large farms sell cheaper products, small farms will have problems.
Many farms have labor shortages. If farmers don't find enough workers,
they won't harvest all their crops.

Technical Difficulties. Pest resistance is growing. If pests become
stronger, farmers will need new organic solutions. Supply chain issues can
ruin harvests. If vegetables aren't transported quickly, they will spoil.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Match the terms with their definitions.

1. Climate change | a) Not enough workers available

2. Labor shortage b) System for getting products to market

3. Supply chain c) Long-term changes in weather patterns

4. Pest resistance d) Pests becoming immune to control methods

Exercise 2. Complete with Future Simple. Use will/won't + verb to
complete the predictions.

1. If temperatures rise, crops (need) more water.

2. Farmers (find) new organic methods for pest control.

3. If costs increase, food prices (go) up.

4. Small farms (have) problems with big competition.

Exercise 3. First Conditional Practice. Complete the sentences using
First Conditional.

1. If the weather (be) good, we
(have) a big harvest.
2. If  farmers (not find)  workers, they
(need) machines.
3. If pests (become) resistant, we (develop)

new solutions.
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TextB
Innovative Solutions for Organic Farms

Pre-reading task:
1. What new technologies can help farmers?
2. How can farms be more environmentally friendly?

Vocabulary

Renewable energy /r1'nju:abl 'enard3i/ — Bo300HOBIsIEMast SHEPTHSI

Water conservation /'wo:tor konso'verfon/ — coxpaHeHHe BOIHBIX pe-
CypcoB

Vertical farming /'v3:tikal ‘fa:rmi/ — BepTuKanbHOE 3eMITEICITHE

Agroecology / &groui: 'kolad3i/ — arposkonorus

Biodynamic / baroudar naemik/ — 6roquHaMUYeCKuit

Text B
Innovative Agronomic Solutions for Modern Farms

Farmers are constantly developing new agronomic approaches to solve
pressing challenges. These innovations will help make farming more pro-
ductive, sustainable, and resilient.

Technology Solutions. Precision agriculture will enable farmers to use
resources with unprecedented efficiency. If farmers utilize special equip-
ment, they will monitor crop health and soil conditions more effectively,
applying water and fertilizers only where needed. Vertical farming will al-
low for intensive food production in urban environments. If we build verti-
cal farms, we will save space and reduce transportation costs, while also
minimizing pesticide use.

Environmental Solutions. The integration of renewable energy is be-
coming crucial for farm sustainability. If farmers install solar panels, they
will significantly reduce energy costs and their carbon footprint. Advanced
water conservation systems will be vital during dry periods. If we imple-
ment rainwater harvesting and drip irrigation, we will maintain crop yields
even during droughts.

Scientific Approaches. Agroecology and biodynamic methods are gain-
ing recognition for their holistic benefits. If farmers deepen their under-
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standing of ecosystem relationships, they will create more robust and self-
regulating farming systems. These methods will enhance soil health, in-
crease biodiversity, and improve nutrient cycling, leading to long-term agri-
cultural sustainability.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Choose the correct option.

1. Precision agriculture helps farmers...

a) use more chemicals

b) use resources more efficiently

c) avoid using technology altogether

2. Vertical farming is particularly beneficial for...
a) saving space in urban areas

b) growing only ornamental flowers

¢) reducing soil organic matter

3. Renewable energy solutions on farms include...
a) solar panels and wind turbines

b) exclusively diesel generators

c) nuclear power plants

Exercise 2. Answer the questions.

1. What are two main advantages of vertical farming?

2. Why is water conservation particularly important for modern agricul-
ture?

3. How can drones and sensors help farmers in precision agriculture?

Exercise 3. Match the terms with their definitions:

1. Precision Agriculture

2. Vertical Farming

3. Agroecology

4. Biodynamic Methods

5. Water Conservation

a) Agricultural approach that applies ecological principles to food pro-
duction systems

b) Farming practice of growing crops in vertically stacked layers

c) Management strategy to use water efficiently and reduce waste

d) Farming management concept based on observing and responding to
field variability

e) Holistic agricultural system that treats farms as unified organisms
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Exercise 4. Complete the sentences using terms from the text:

1. By using , farmers can apply fertilizers only to areas that
need them, reducing waste.

2. systems allow food production in cities where land is
scarce.

3. Installing helps farms reduce their dependence on tradi-
tional energy sources.

4, approaches help maintain soil health and biodiversity over
the long term.

5. During dry seasons, systems ensure crops receive adequate
water.

Exercise 5. True or False? Correct the false statements.

1. Precision agriculture leads to more efficient use of water and fertilizers.
2. Vertical farming requires more transportation than traditional farming.
3. Solar panels can help reduce farming operational costs.

4. Agroecology focuses only on maximizing short-term yields.

5. Water conservation is unimportant in regions with regular rainfall.

Exercise 6. Critical Thinking Questions

1. How can precision agriculture change the role of traditional farming?

2. What are potential limitations of vertical farming systems?

3. Why are some farmers hesitant to adopt new agroecological methods?

4. How could water conservation systems be integrated with traditional
farming practices?

5. What economic benefits might farmers gain from adopting these in-
novative solutions?

Exercise 7. Complete the sentences using the First Conditional
structure:

1. If farmers (adopt) precision agriculture, they
(reduce) their fertilizer costs.
2. If we (develop) better water conservation systems, we
(mitigate) drought effects.
3. If agricultural schools (teach) agroecology, future farmers
(understand) ecosystem relationships better.
4. If governments (support) renewable energy on farms, car-
bon emissions (decrease).
5. If consumers (prefer) sustainably grown food, farmers

(implement) more environmental solutions.
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Text C
The Future of Agritourism

Pre-reading task:
1. How will agritourism possibly change in the future?

Vocabulary

Soil microbiome /so1l maikrou 'barovm/ — MUKpOGHOM MOYBEI

Cover cropping /'kavar 'kropin/ — KCIOJIb30BaHUE TOKPOBHBIX KYJIBTYP

Integrated pest management /' mtigrertid pest 'maenidzmont/ — uHTErpH-
pOBaHHAas 3allUTa PACTEHUN

Climate-resilient varieties /'klaimat r1'ziliant vo 'raiotiz/ — kiuMaTHUeCKu
YCTOHYMBBIE COPTa

Nutrient cycling /'nju:triont ‘sarkliy/ — KpyroBOpOT MHUTAaTENbHBIX BeE-
LIECTB

Water management /'wo:ter ‘'menidzmont/ — ynpasjieHue BOJHBIMU pe-
cypcaMu

The future of agritourism will be deeply rooted in advanced agronomic
science. Farms will transform into living laboratories where visitors can
witness and participate in cutting-edge agricultural practices that address
global challenges like food security and climate change.

Precision agriculture technologies will allow tourists to observe how
sensors monitor soil moisture and nutrient levels in real-time. Farmers will
demonstrate how drone imagery helps identify plant stress before it be-
comes visible to the naked eye. A key educational focus will be on soil
health; visitors will learn about the soil microbiome and its critical role in
plant nutrition. Through hands-on workshops, they will see how cover
cropping and compost application enhance soil structure and fertility, creat-
ing a resilient foundation for crop production.

The farms of the future will serve as demonstration sites for advanced
integrated pest management (IPM). Tourists will learn about companion
planting strategies and the use of biological controls, such as beneficial in-
sects, to manage pests without synthetic pesticides. Furthermore, agritour-
ism will showcase the importance of plant breeding. Visitors will be intro-
duced to climate-resilient varieties developed to withstand drought, heat, or
new pathogen pressures, highlighting the direct link between agricultural
science and sustainable food production.
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Agritourism will become a platform for promoting agroecology—the
application of ecological principles to agricultural systems. Farms will de-
sign their landscapes to mimic natural ecosystems, emphasizing biodiversity
and closed-loop systems. Tourists will engage in activities that illustrate
efficient water management techniques, such as drip irrigation and rainwa-
ter harvesting. They will trace the path of nutrient cycling, from organic
waste to compost and back to the field, understanding how a farm can oper-
ate as a self-sustaining ecological unit. This approach will not only preserve
rural traditions but also position farms as vital centers for environmental
education and innovation.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Exercise 1. Answer the questions based on the text.

1. How will precision agriculture technologies enhance the tourist expe-
rience according to the text?

2. What is the "soil microbiome," and why will it be a focus for future
agritourism?

3. What are two specific methods of sustainable plant protection that
tourists will learn about?

4. How can agritourism help showcase the importance of plant breed-
ing?

5. What is "agroecology," and how will it be demonstrated to visitors?

Exercise 2. True or False? Correct the false statements.

1. The text suggests that future agritourism will ignore traditional farm-
ing methods.

2. Drones will be used only for taking aerial photos of tourists on the
farm.

3. Managing pests with beneficial insects is an example of a biological
control method.

4. The concept of "nutrient cycling” means using more synthetic fertilizers.

5. Future farms will aim to be self-sustaining ecological units.

Exercise 3. Fill in the blanks with the correct word.

1. The farmer explained that involves using ladybugs to
control aphid populations instead of chemicals.
2. To improve , they planted clover after the main harvest to

protect and enrich the soil.
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3. The development of is crucial for ensuring food produc-
tion in regions facing frequent droughts.

4. A key principle of is viewing the farm as an ecosystem
rather than just a food factory.
5. Modern involves using moisture sensors to apply water

only where and when it is needed.

Exercise 4. Match the terms with their definitions.

1. Precision agriculture

2. Soil microbiome

3. Agroecology

4. Cover cropping

5. Climate-resilient varieties

a) The community of microorganisms living in the soil.

b) Planting crops to cover the soil rather than for harvest.

c) An approach to farming that applies ecological principles.
d) Crop varieties bred to tolerate extreme weather conditions.
e) Farm management using technology to optimize field-level efficiency.

Grammar Focus: Future Simple and First Conditional

We use the Future Simple to talk about future predictions and facts. We
use will or won't + verb. We use the First Conditional to talk about real
future situations — things that will probably happen. The structure is: If +
Present Simple, will + verb.

Future Simple: "Climate change will bring more extreme weather."

First Conditional: "If the weather is too dry, crops won't grow well."

Exercise 1. Complete the sentences about future farming using
will or won't + the verb in brackets.

1. Farmers (need) better water systems for their crops.

2. If pests become stronger, farmers (find) new or-
ganic solutions.

3. Vertical farming (allow) food production in cities.

4. If fuel prices increase, transportation (cost) more.

5. Agritourism (help) preserve rural traditions.
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Exercise 2. Complete these First Conditional sentences using the
correct verb forms.

1. If farmers (use) drones, they
(monitor) crops more efficiently.
2. If we (collect) rainwater, we
(have) water during droughts.
3. If visitors (want) to learn about farming, we
(create) special courses.
4.1f  farmers (not find) workers, they
(need) more machines.
5. If winter (come), we (offer) in-

door workshops.

Exercise 3. Match the situations (1-4) with their likely results (a-d)
to make First Conditional sentences.

Situations:

1. If farmers install solar panels,

2. If we build vertical farms,

3. If people cannot visit the farm,

4. If young people want to learn about sustainability,

Results:

a) they will take virtual tours online.

b) they will join eco-volunteering programs.

c) they will reduce energy costs.

d) we will save space in cities.

Exercise 4. Correct the Mistakes

1. If the weather will be bad, crops won't grow well.
2. Farmers will needs new solutions for pest control.
3. If we build vertical farms, we saves space.

4. Agritourism will helps create jobs.

5. If visitors wants to learn, we will create courses.

Exercise 5. Discussion

1. What do you think will be the biggest change in farming in the next
10 years?

2. If climate change continues, how will farming adapt?

3. What new agritourism activities will appear in the future?

Possible answers: | think robots will help farmers with harvesting. If
climate change continues, farmers will need more drought-resistant crops.
Farms will offer high-tech experiences like VR tours of fields.

70



GLOSSARY

Agritourism — Arpotypusm

Organic farming — Opranudeckoe 3emienesne
Sustainable agriculture — YcroitunBoe cenbckoe X035HCTBO
Eco-friendly — Dxonoruvecku 4nucThbiit, 6€30MaCHBIN
Rural — Cenbckwit, IepeBeHCKUiA

Farm — ®epma

Farmer — ®epmep

Crops — CenbCKOX035i{CTBEHHBIC KYJIBTYPHI
Livestock — JTomaiunuii cKOT, )KHBOTHEIE

Soil - Iousa

Seedlings — Paccana, cestHIpI

Pollination — Ombutenne

Irrigation — Opormienue

Drip irrigation — KanenbHoe oporieHue

Weed management — bopsba ¢ copHsikamu

Open pollination — CBo6GoiHOE OTBLIEHHE

Yield — YposxaiiHocTb

Opralmqecm)e 3eMJIeaeane

Pesticides — ITecTunumsl

Chemical fertilizers — Xumuueckue ymoopeHus
Natural fertilizers — HarypanbHsle ynoGpeHus
Compost — Kommoct

Manure — HaBo3

Crop rotation — CeBooGopor

Biodiversity — Buopasnoobpasue

Pollinators — OnbunTenu (m4esbl, 6a0ouKm)
Earthworms — JToskaeBbie uepBu

Weeds — Copusiku

To weed — IIponansiBath

Seeds — Cemena

Harvest — Yposkaii; cobupats ypoxai
Greenhouse— Temuia

Bed / Plot — I'psiaxa
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Arporypusm

Farm stay — IIpoxuBanue Ha hepme

To pick fruits/berries — Cobuparts GpyKTHI/Ar0 5!
Feeding animals — KopmiieHne sKHBOTHBIX
Beekeeping / Apiculture — ITuenoBoacTBO

Honey — Men

Dairy farm — Monounas pepma

To milk a cow — [louts KOpoBy

T'maroJsl

To grow — BeipammBath

To cultivate — BoszuensiBaTh, KyJIbTHBUPOBATh
To plant — Caxars

To sow — Cestpb

To water — ITonmuBats

To fertilize — Y a06psts

To protect — 3amumarh

To preserve — CoxpaHsTb

To reduce waste — Cokpaluats OTX0.bI

To recycle — ITepepabarsiBath

To experience — McnbIThiBaTh, I03HABATH
To encourage — IToowipsTs, criocoOCTBOBATH

HpﬂJ’lal"aTeJ’[bele

Fresh — Ceexwuit

Local — Mectasrit

Healthy — 3nopoBsrit

Homegrown — BrIpaimeHHbIi B JOMAITHUX YCIOBUAX
Free-range — CBoOOHOTO BHITYIIa (O XKHBOTHBIX)
Authentic — AyTeHTHYHBI, 1O TMHHBIH

Traditional — TpaaumonHbIi

IouBoBeaeHue
Soil health / fertility — 3mopoBbe / mogopoaue moYBbI
Soil structure — CtpykTypa mo4BbI

Soil erosion — Dpo3us MOYBLI
Soil amendment — MenropaHT, yay4IuTelb TOYBBI
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Tillage / No-till farming — Benamika / BecnaxoTHoe 3emuenenie

Mulch / Mulching — Myspua / MynsunpoBanue

Cover crops — I[TokpoBHBIEC KyJIbTYPBI

Green manure — Cuzepartsl (pacTeHHUs, 3a1C/IbIBACMBIC B [TOYBY IS
yI0OpeHus)

Vermicompost — BepmukommocT (6uorymyc)

Soil aeration — Asparus o4BbI

Water retention — BogoynepkuBaromasi CiocoGHOCTb

Soil pH — KucnoTHoCTh MOYBBI

3ammra Pacrennii u Bops6a ¢ Bpegureasimu

Integrated Pest Management — MHTerpupoBaHHasi 3aliTa pacTeHHI

Biological control — Bronornyeckuii KOHTPOJIb

Beneficial insects — [Tosie3nbie HacekoMble (HApUMeEDp, 0OKBH KOPOBKH)

Natural predators — EcTecTBeHHbBIE XHUIIHUKH

Companion planting — CoBMecTHBIE (CMEIIAHHbIE) TOCAIKH

Botanical pesticides — Borannueckue (pacTUTENbHBIE) TIECTHIIUIBI
(Hampumep, Ha OCHOBE MMUPETPyMa)

Disease-resistant varieties — Ycroiiuusbie kK 601e3HsIM copTa

Ynoopenust u [luranue Pacrenuii

Biofertilizers — Buoynobpenus

Compost tea — KommnocTHsi yait (;kuznkoe ynoopenue)
Vermicompost tea — Yaii u3 BepMHUKOMIIOCTA

Seaweed extract — DkcTpakT BOIOPOCIEH

Bone meal — KoctHast Mmyka

Blood meal — Kpossinast myka

Nutrient deficiency — Jlepuuut nurare bHBIX BEIECTB
Nitrogen fixation — Asorduxcarms

Mycorrhizal fungi — Mukopu3sHbie rpudsI

JKocHucTeEMA

Agroecology — Arposkosorus

Ecosystem services — DkocucTeMHbIe YCIyru (HapUMeEp, OMbUICHUE)

Carbon sequestration — Ceksecrparus yrieposa (CBI3bIBaHUE YrIIEpOIa
B ITOYBE)

Closed-loop system — 3amkHyTas (0€30TXOAHAS) CHCTEMA

Renewable resources — Bo3oGHOBIIsIEMBIE PECYPCHI
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